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NOTE. 

December 5, 1843. — The Indian Mail, which 
has just arrived, has brought the Report of the Chi- 
nese authorities on the Inquiry they were ordered 
to make respecting the murder of the crews of the 
Nerbudda and Ann. This Inquiry was undertaken 
on the demand of Sir H. Pottinger. The Report is 
ridiculously defective in every respect but one; 
namely, in that which declares the authorities at 
Formosa to have obtained from the Emperor re- 
wards and honours, by fraudulently and falsely re- 
presenting the mode of the capture of the two unfor- 
tunate crews. The parties thus guilty are doomed 
to punishment. On this point it is plain enough, 
and so far it fully confirms the statements made in 
the Journals of Mr. Gully and Captain Denham. 
Those Journals will furnish, if the Chinese think fit 
to use them, the means of obtaining fuller informa- 
tion on other points. And it is even yet to be hoped, 
that they who caused the murder of so many of the 
captives, will be at least equally punished with 
those who won honours and rewards by false repre- 
sentations. The Chinese government should be 
pressed to make further inquiries. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The following pages are chiefly composed of the 
Diary of Mr. Eobert Gully, a fine, gallant, and ex- 
cellent-hearted young man, who, after enduring an 
imprisonment of some months in a Chinese jail, was 
barbarously murdered. He had been engaged in 
commercial pursuits but quitted them for a time to 
join the British expedition. He was on board the 
Nemesis, and honourably distinguished himself at 
the taking of Ningpo, and in the other actions in 
which that vessel was engaged. His amiable man- 
ners, as well as his undaunted courage, won him the 
esteem and friendship of the officers of the expedi- 
tion, whose dangers and whose glories he shared, and 
by all of whom the necessity for his return to the 
occupations which first brought him to China was 
sincerely regretted. In order to return to Macao he 
put himself on board the Anne, a merchant vessel, 
which was afterwards wrecked on the island of For- 
mosa, where the events related in this Diary occurred, 
and where his life was at length cruelly taken by his 
barbarous captors. A gallant fellow-captive, (Capt. 

B 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

•/ Denham, commander of the Ann) who happily escaped 
the same cruel end, but who underwent similar suffer- 
ings, and was in one instance very savagely treated, 
also kept a Diary, and his labours will be employed 
to render the narrative unbroken, and to continue it 
after the death of his conipanion. These Diaries 
are offered to the public with the view of informing 
them as to matters of which hitherto they have had 
but slender and doubtful accounts. 

Notwithstanding a commercial intercourse of 
many years' duration, our knowledge of the Chinese 
was but small. Their absurd jealousy of foreigners 
and contempt for them; the fact, that what we 
wanted in the way of trade could be procured 
without any direct diplomatic intercourse, and the 
few cases of necessity that arose for more inti- 
mate acquaintance with them, left us much in the 
dark as to their habits and manners. Of their laws 
and of the mode of administering them, there was 
happily for a long time but little cause for seeking 
knowledge. But at length two or three cases oc- 
curred which allowed no room to doubt, that what- 
ever chance of justice or protection the law afforded 
to the subjects of China, foreigners were not to ex- 
pect it to yield them any such advantage. Indeed 
Mr. Davies, in his excellent work on the Chinese, 
distinctly states their explicit avowal, that whenever 
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foreigners came under the criminal jurisdiction of 
the Chinese authorities, they must submit with im- 
plicit obedience, not to what the laws had provided, 
but to what the Chinese officers thought fit to order. 
The cases of foreigners were those not for the ope- 
ration of the laws, but cases of exception to their 
operation; in the instance of an offending foreigner, 
the laws were declared to be suspended, and the will 
i of the authorities assumed their place. It is somewhat 
strange that so many and such gallant nations whose 
citizens visited China, and who would quarrel among 
themselves on the slightest provocation, should have 
submitted for so many years to a jurisdiction so ca- 
pricious in itself, and, as experience proved it, so 
cruel in its operation. The great demand for the 
staple article of the Chinese trade, the large profits 
made by those who engaged in it, the great distance 
of China from Europe (a circumstance more im- 
portant formerly than at present), and a vague notion 
perhaps that the conquest of a people so indefinitely 
numerous would be impossible, and the coercion of 
them by any thing short of actual conquest abso- 
lutely hopeless, no doubt contributed to produce 
this result. The people of each country treated 
with indifference the loss of an individual subject or 
an individual insult offered by the Chinese to their 
flag. The locality of the wrong was distant — the 

b2 
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bitterness of it had died away before the know- 
ledge of it had reached to Europe — the means of 
redress were difficult, and the inconvenience that 
would be suffered from a stoppage of the trade con- 
siderable. No nation, therefore, put itself in the 
position of one seeking justice and demanding right 
from the Chinese. The matters of complaint that 
did arise were neglected — the recurrence of them 
was sought to be avoided or evaded, and the 
Chinese were left in possession of what seemed 
to them to be an absolute, unquestioned, and unli- 
mited authority over the persons of those who traded 
to their shores. The consuls of the different nations 
resided on those shores, less as the honoured and 
powerful representatives of their respective countries, 
than as authorized solicitors for justice or mercy 
from the Chinese officials. 

This was a monstrous evil in itself, and its conse- 
quences were fearful. There can be no doubt that it 
occasioned much suffering that never became known 
to the European public; that it engendered on the 
part of the Chinese a state of insolent self-sufficiency 
that was continually felt even in quiet times, but 
that became doubly outrageous when a condition of 
tolerated commerce was converted by circumstances 
into one of national hostility. These pages will ex- 
hibit a sad instance of this truth. 
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It was impossible that this state of things could 
continue for ever. The increasing trade with China 
increased the probabilities of some event occurring, 
which would compel one or other of the European 
nations to stand upon its rights; — the rights of civi- 
lization — and to demand and enforce a recognition 
of them from the Chinese government. In the 
affairs of this world, it often happens that the 
attainment of the most desirable objects is pro- 
moted by the least desirable means. It was so 
in the case of our relations with China. The 
purchase of opium by the Chinese, was only effected 
by a kind of recognised smuggling, which filled the 
pockets of the Chinese officials, but brought nothing 
into the public treasury, and could not be made the 
subject of lawful barter. The Sycee silver, therefore, 
as one of their officials expressed it, "oozed out" 
of the country in a way quite puzzling to the Chi- 
nese emperor and his ministers, and what appeared 
to be the most direct, and the only way of stopping 
its outflowing, was at once adopted. The opium 
trade was forbidden under the severest penalties. 
But these were attempted to be enforced almost alone 
against foreigners. And in accordance with the uni- 
versal practice of what is called " a paternal govern- 
ment," extreme violence of threatened punishment 
was deemed the sole means of rendering law efficient 
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for its intended purpose. If the Chinese govern- 
ment had had power enough, the severest measures, 
including torture itself, would have been tried upon 
the English residents at Canton; but they existed 
there in numbers, were under the eye of a govern- 
ment officer, who had the power to afford them pro- 
tection; and the indiscriminate persecution and mur- 
der of men, women, and children, thus circumstanced, 
was therefore impossible. What the government 
could do it did ; and the ferocity which could not 
be safely gratified at Canton, was vented on per- 
sons entirely innocent of engaging in the opium trade, 
but whom chance threw into the hands of the Chinese. 
The triumphs that could not be obtained over the 
English forces in fair fight, were sought and found, 
and abused in the case of shipwrecked mariners. 
The Nerbudda, a merchant vessel, had been wrecked 
on the coast of the Island of Formosa. The ves- 
sel was plundered, the crew seized and imprisoned — 
what were the privations and the tortures which 
the men of that vessel underwent, the public have 
not yet been informed. The Narratives of Mr. Gully 
and Captain Denham will show what were those 
inflicted on other shipwrecked men. The Ann, on its 
voyage from Chusan to Macao, was lost on the night 
of the 10th of March, 1842, upon the same Island of 
Formosa. The manner of the capture was such as 
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would have disgraced wreckers pursuing their un- 
holy as well as unlawful and punishable trade ; yet it 
was effected, not by a mere set of lawless vagabonds, 
but by the Chinese civil and military authorities. 
The vessel was plundered and broken up, and 
the unhappy men stripped perfectly naked, were 
forced upon a long and toilsome # and painful 
march. Some of them died under the infliction. 
For the details of these cruelties we refer to 
the narratives themselves, only observing with 
pleasure, and it is the solitary instance of pleasure 
that the circumstances afford the reader, that the 
female sex even in that barbarous country, and in 
spite of every thing that might have led any one to 
anticipate a different behaviour, asserted its wonted 
sympathy with the unfortunate. After a march of 
many days the unhappy captives arrived at the 
prison in which they were to be detained. Here 
they were divided, and the two narratives are ex 
tremely interesting, from the insight they give us 
into the habits and manners of the Chinese to- 
wards prisoners. 

The government of China is one of those called 
paternal governments ; that is to say, it claims 
and exercises the absolute and irresistible con- 
trol supposed to be vested in a father over his 
children, without having one particle of his good 
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feelings to restrain its abuse. Such a government is 
always the worst that can be imagined. It assumes 
its authority to be an emanation from the Deity, and is 
proportionably severe and cruel towards any that 
even appear to contradict the assumption. Its 
supreme will is the only law it recognises, and in 
administering that law it makes no account of the 
feelings, wishes, or necessities of men submitted to 
its control. The two narratives which are in the 
form of logbooks or diaries will exhibit, as might be 
expected, the most capricious changes from severity 
to kindness, and from kindness to severity, accord- 
ing as one or another man, or as the same man in a 
particular temper had to deal with the prisoners. 
From day to day the poor captives were in expec- 

1 tation of hearing from Macao or Amoy. They 
bribed persons to deliver letters, and there is no 
doubt that one of these letters was delivered. It 
was acknowledged and answered. Yet assistance 

i never came. Those who were suffering the pains 
of a severe imprisonment and the tortures of hope 
deferred, blamed the English authorities for weak- 
ness if not indifference. It would be matter of the 
deepest regret to be obliged to believe that either 
Sir Henry Pottinger or any, even an undistinguished 
Englishman, could have been indifferent to the fate 
of his fellow-creatures and fellow-countrymen. And 
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the daily and hourly falsehoods of the Chinese, sug- 
gest a state of circumstances that seems to excuse 
j the English authorities. It is plain that upon 
the receipt of the letter that was acknowledged 
there was a mighty stir among the Chinese. Man- 
darins of high rank came to examine the pri- 
soners. Rumours were spread of their being 
about to be removed up the country, and the care 
and suspicion of the jailers were doubled. The 
probability is that the English authorities, on the 
receipt of this letter, had had communications with 
the Chinese, and had demanded the prisoners, offer- 
ing ransom or exchange, or perhaps threatening to 
come and take them. The course the Chinese 
would adopt under such circumstances is plain. 
They would solemnly declare that the prisoners had 
been removed, and were well treated. And with- 
out further information being conveyed to the Bri- 
tish authorities, they would be deceived by these 
representations, and might even have been misled 
by false information into seeking the unhappy cap- 
tives at a place where they could not be found. 
This is what all would hope to be the fact, for it 
would indeed be painful to believe that the glory 
which Sir H. Pottinger has acquired in China bore 
upon its surface the dark spot of an inhuman indif- 
ference to the lives of any of his countrymen in 
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the narratives themselves, full as they are of proofs 
of distress. 

The conduct of the Chinese towards the 
crew of the Ann ended as it had begun. The 
English were represented as captives to the valour 
of the Chinese sailors and troops; honours were by 
this falsehood obtained from the Emperor, and 
then, whether by his orders, or because it so pleased 
the capricious barbarity of the mandarins of the 
place, all those who were not official persons in the 
ship, which of course included Mr. Gully, were 
privately murdered. His diary stops abruptly, but 
a scrap of paper, written as it is believed, on the 
day of his murder, and probably forming the very last 
sentence that he ever wrote, indicates the spirit and 
courage, the gaiety even, with which, up to the last, 
he bore his misfortunes. This little scrap of paper 
shows too that at the moment he wrote it, he had 
no anticipation of the intended murder; and in all 
probability he was hurried from one of the ordinary 
occupations of his prison to the place of execution. 
The death of this excellent young man must yet 
form the subject of serious representation to the 
Chinese government, and if falsehood should not 
succeed in baffling every demand for justice, retri- 
bution must yet overtake his murderers. 
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March 8th, 1842. — We left Chusan on the morn- 
ing of the 8th of March 1842, in the brig Ann, for 
Macao, intending to return again in time to see Pekin 
taken. We anchored at night off Keeto Point, there 
being no wind. 

9th. — Under weigh at daylight, and fell in with 
the Lynx and Arun about 8 a.m., and after receiving 
some treasure from the former, made sail for Symoon. 
During the day the breeze freshened, and in the 
evening, being off the entrance to Symoon, Captain 
Denham determined not to run the risk of losing a 
fair breeze, and altered the brig's course, so as to be 
well clear of the land before dark, shortly after 
passing it; starboard tack. In the morning we passed 
an English vessel working to windward; think it 
was the Hooghley. 

10th. — Breeze increasing, with thick cloudy wea- 
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ther ; so much so that we did not get an observation. 
Capt. Denham worked the dead reckoning every three 
or four hours; and on my going to bed he calculated 
we were about 30 or 40 miles from the mainland: 
and I perfectly recollect (although I don't think I 
said so at the time) that I considered Capt. Denham 
was steering a course likely to take him rather too 
near to Ockseu* and the islands about there; but it 
did not prevent my sleeping, for I knew the waters 
jvere bold on that shore, and that there was an extra 
look-out kept. A little after 12 a. m. (as I after- 
wards learned), I was roused up by feeling the vessel 
strike the ground. I jumped up immediately and 
rushed on deck, when she struck again much heavier 
than before, and a tremendous sea came over her 
starboard quarter and went clean forward, carrying 
away the small boat at the starboard, davits and all 
the loose spars. The men were then aloft on the 
main topsail yard. Capt. Denham, who was the 
first person I saw on reaching the deck, was en- 
deavouring to get the lascars to work, but at last 
was obliged to call the sea-cunnies off the topsail 
yard. Sea followed sea clean over, and I gave it 
up for lost. She appeared to be breaking up fast, 
and making sure we were off the Ockseu Island, I 
looked over the side, and said to myself, "It is 

* Mr. Gully afterwards states his opinion that the land is laid 
down wrongly in the charts, and that the channel is narrower 
than has been supposed. — See Post, March 17. 
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hard to die at my age." I then saw land on the 
larboard side quite plain, close to. All this time 
she had been forging ahead fast, and the sea con- 
tinued to strike her so heavily, that it was with the 
greatest difficulty any person could hold on. I 
went aft, and saw that her whole stern frame was 
gone. The masts were then cut away, and we 
then lay quite easy, but knew there was no hope of 
saving the brig, for the water was up to the cabin 
deck, and the water-casks floating about the main 
hold; we determined (thinking we were inside one 
of the Ockseu Islands) at daylight to land, and 
search for a boat, so that some of us might get to 
Chin Chew for assistance. To effect this the 
"powder magazines were got up, but we found the 
powder all damaged by water, as well as the car- 
tridges for the brig's guns. Employed until daylight 
making cartridges out of some fine powder belonging 
to Captain Denham, and a little taken from one or 
two large cartridges which, with a few the gunner 
had in his berth, made up about four cartridges to 
each musket. I then turned in for a short nap, 
after shifting my wet clothes, and sending out 
others to whoever was in want, my chest being 
dry. At daylight our mistake about being inside 
the Ockseus was very plain, for we saw the low 
shore stretching to the southward as far as we could 
see, and high hills about fifteen miles in shore. 
This lold us plain enough that we were on Formosa 



14 JOURNAL 

which was shortly after confirmed by a man whom we 
brought on board, but from his language we could 
make nothing of him. As soon as it got well light 
we saw the little jolly-boat about a quarter of a mile 
in shore of us, bottom up. The brig was lying on 
her starboard broadside on a shingly beach, mingled 

I with rocks here and there. About a quarter of a 
mile outside of her was a line of breakers running 
parallel with the shore as far as we could see. This 

I we must have been driven over; luckily we had not 
struck there or great numbers of us must have 

^perished. We did not see a single opening .large 
enough for the long-boat to pass. This boat was pre- 
pared over night with provisions, compass, sails, &c. 
The remaining cutter was stove in by the hands who 
cleared the long-boat, and afterwards received the 
coup de grace from the fall of the foremast. Under 
these circumstances our only chance of saving either 
lives or property appeared to be to seize some 
junk or junks, and for that purpose we determined 
to set out, all of us, for to have left any one on 

(board must have been folly. The brig was then 
nigh and dry, and the tide making. From the over- 
night's experience we doubted if she would stand 
another tide, and therejwere pnl^y^ftj^evenLof^us, 
and we had already proved the lascars to be of 
no use at all in an emergency. Our surmise about 
the danger of stopping during high- water proved 
afterwards to be true, for we have since heard that 
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J twenty-five Chinese were drowned by trying it. We 
then started about 7 a. m., taking with us nothing 
but our arms, nautical instruments, a " Norie," 
and a few extra clothes on our backs, and a spy- 

Iglass. All being together, Capt. Denham gave parti- 
cular instructions fgtall hands to keep together, and 
not be straggling, iTWe commenced our march over 
a level sandy uncultivated plain thickly intersected 
with clear freshwater streams, and here and there 
a house, but no signs of any town. We soon de- 
scried the masts of some junks, at a good distance 
off to the northward, and made for them in double- 
quick time; and on reaching them found them 
moored in a small creek, at low water not the 
breadth across of the length of one of them. They 
were about two miles from the wreck, as near as I 
could judge. The crew of the largest were at chow 
chow, and readily offered us what they had, and 
no resistance was made to our coming on board. 
Part of us went into the large one, and a part into 
the second: there were four or five altogether. We 
needed no boat to get on board, for the creek was 
not deeper than our knees. The junks were all 
deeply laden with rice. It was then blowing a 
strong gale right into the entrance of the creek, and 
we saw that our only chance (the wind not shifting 
or abating) would not turn up that day. We com- 
menced with the help of the shroffs to hire the 
junk man to take us over to Chin Chew. He said 
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he was not going to start for ten days, but would 
go and speak to the head man. We o ffered him 

i 3000jdoUars for a pas^e^ovex^jTo add to our 
miseries it now began rainingpgnd we had very 
little covering except the mat roof to the junk, and 
there were more than could stow under it. What 
our feelings were cannot be described. On an 
enemy's coast, without ammunition to defend our- 
selves for a few hours, even if we were sure of the 
wind abating — and we saw no prospect of it. On 
the walk to the junk one of our party straggled and 
was taken by the Chinese, but not badly treated. 

[Shortly after our getting on board the junk, small 
parties of armed men were continually collecting on 
the north shore of the creek, and about eleven 
o'clock two respectable-looking men came down to 
the water's edge, and beckoned us to come on shore, 
but we declined. They then went to the shore as 
close to the sea as they could, and appeared to be 
looking at the wreck. The rain coming on they 
went away. They were attended by a number of 
soldiers, and a large posse of men armed with 
different weapons, who I think were also soldiers 
with their jackets turned inside out, to hide their 
uniforms during acts of plunder. Here were about 
3000 or 4000 altogether. For a long time they 
contented themselves with using threatening ges- 
tures. They then gave us a good stoning, which 
amazed the junk people. They threatened to 
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take the anchors up which were buried in the 
shingle ashore. One fellow in particular was very 
active in his manoeuvres ; one of the junkmen re- 
quested us to shoot him, but we declined, for we 
saw no chance of getting the junks out of the 
creek, and to have commenced hostilities with only 
four rounds of cartridge each would have been folly; 
for, from the nature of the ground, they could have 
stoned us out of the junk from behind the adjoining 
sand-bank without our being able to return an 
effective shot. We were thus compelled to wait 
and trust to chance. We did not give ourselves up, 
because from their gestures we made sure of instant 
death. When the rain commenced, the whole body 
of men went behind the beach for shelter until 
the afternoon, when the tide beginning to fall they 
were joined by more soldiers and a mandarin in a 
chair, who likewise took shelter under the bank. 
JAt low water they sallied forth and boarded all the 
' junks ; and from their not showing any hesitation, I 
think they must have known, from inspection of the 
wreck, that the powder was all damaged. We 
had nothing else for it but to put up with our lot* 
• We were stripped of nearly every rag, some of us 
[to the skin. They left me nothing but two pairs of old 
drawers. I never felt the cold so severe in my life, 
and endeavoured to get down the small hatch into the 
cabin; but on putting my legs down, they were im- 
mediately so belaboured that I was glad to haul 

c 
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them up. The Chinese shroffs, &c., were not stripped. 
When the wretches had done their work effectually, 
one of them waved a handkerchief which was 
answered from the beach. The mandarin in the 
chair came over, made a show of dispersing the 
mob, and we were then all taken out of the junk 
except one China-boy who was never heard of 
afterwards. Each was put under the charge of two 
or three soldiers, and we commenced the most 
miserable and painful marches with no covering, 
and a piercing northerly wind with rain and sleet, 
no shoes, and most of the way over the beach com- 
posed entirely of shingle, covered with old cockle 
and mussel shells, which cut the feet at every step, 
. and often I was compelled to go on my hands and 
^ knees to ease the pain of my feet Our march was 
in a southerly direction: we passed the brig, and 
beheld almost annoying scene of plunder; for a 
great distance round the spot parties in soldiers' 
clothes were coming and going with sheets of cop- 
per, some with boxes of dollars, chests of drawers, 
boxes, clothes, &c. Some of our people slipped 
away from their guards, and went away on board, 
hoping to find some articles of clothing, but they 
were all disappointed. The decks were broken up; 
every thing moveable gone; and parties employed 
getting the kentledge out of the after-hold. We 
crossed several small streams on our way, and about 
six o'clock, or just before dusk, we crossed a rather 
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larger one, with junks moored as in the first one, 
the water about up to our middle. There was a 
small town on the south side of it; and here we 
were halted and put into a small barn, in which 
was a quantity of paddy husk; and glad we were, 
after suffering so much, to bury ourselves in it, after 
drinking some cunjle which was brought; but we 
could get no dry clothes. The distance marched 
over such dreadful ground, was, I think, about six 
miles. Several of our party were missing; and it 
did not surprise us on the following morning to 
learn that Samuel, the Lascar cook and second- 
mate's servant, had perished on the road from pain 
and fatigue. A third, William, sea-cunny, was 
brought in a basket senseless from cold and fatigue. 
The others missing were some sea-cunnies and the 
gunner, whom we afterwards learned were taken to 
an inferior mandarin's house, and much better 
treated. 

11th and 12th.— Still blowing a gale of wind 
with rain. This day we were crowded with vi- 
siters. Bice and congou given us three times a day, 
and on making a survey we found there were a few 
of the lascars who, by getting under the stern of the 
junks, had preserved the clothes with which they 
had left the brig, and as they nearly all had a double 
suit, we (Captain Denham, Mr. Koope, and myself) 
got a portion of them. I got a pair of trousers and 
shirt; but all were not so fortunate, for the serang 
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and some others refused to give a rag although 
they had three suits. 

13th. — Still blowing hard but not so much rain. 
Heard continual rows all day long outside in the 
streets, and observed the shops all closed. Our 
guards told us it was about us, but left us to imagine 
why. In the evening we were shifted to a sort of 
joss-house, with granaries at the back. Our sleep- 
ing-place was one of the granaries, but so small for 
our number that we got very little sleep. Our food 
here, for the time, consisted of salt fish, greens, 
and ricej; three things that if I could get dry bread 
and water I never would touch, and which I believe 
have been the cause of my sickness. 

14th.— Shortly after breakfast we heard a noise 
outside, and saw spears and flags. Our guards told 
us we were going away. One of them called Mr. 
Roope aside, and took him up a ladder where he 
sung out to me for assistance. Captain Denham 
and myself went up to him and found the soldier 
trying to persuade Mr. Roope to go up stairs, and 
made motions for us not to go out to the man- 
darins. We went up to a small clean room, where 
the man wanted us to remain, but thinking it was 
only for the purpose of plunder that he wished to 
keep us, we determined to go with the rest. Per- 
haps the fellow had heard of our offer to the 
junkman and really meant well, but it was diffi- 
cult to judge. We were then all taken before three 
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mandarins, tickets put round our necks, and we 
were marched under a strong escort of soldiers to a 
small walled town inland about three miles. The 
walls were of round stones and chunam. We 
passed from one end of the town to the other, where 
we were seated under the walls close to a man- 
darin's office for about half an hour, I suppose for 
the people to have a good look at us. We were 
then taken into the mandarin's premises and divided 
into two parties, the soldiers having previously told 
us we were going to be beheaded, which I should 
have believed if they had not overdone the thing 
by beginning to sharpen their swords on the stones. 
We were put into two cells about eight feet by 
seven each, in each of which were stowed twenty- 
five of us and three jailers or guards. The wea- 
ther extremely cold, nothing to lay our heads on, 
and nothing but a sprinkling of straw to keep us 
from the damp bricks. The land on each side of 
the road was cultivated and rice growing, the fields 
were very small, and only divided by a low round 
embankment about one foot high. The villages 
appeared to be pretty, from their being surrounded 
by bamboo. Here, for the first time, I saw a 
wheeled cart, but we had before noticed the marks 
of wheels on our first march. It was a very clumsy 
affair, drawn by a bullock. It was passing across 
the ploughed ground for no reason that I could see 
except that there was no other road. The wheels 
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were composed of two solid pieces of wood joined 
together in the centre, with a hole which merely 
slipped on to the axle-tree and was confined by a 
linch-pin. The cart was of bamboo. The wheels 
made very curious gyrations in their passage through 
the mud. In the villages we were stared at by 
every body, women and all. The women were 
unaccountably plain even for Chinese women, both 
here and through all parts of the island I have seen, 
but they have a very pretty fashion of wearing 
natural flowers in their hair. On our road we passed 
several parties employed carrying the brig's guns in 
the same direction that we were travelling. Alto- 
gether, I think under other circumstances I should 
have enjoyed this trip much, but my feet were so 
painful with the sores of our former march that I 
could not. As it was, it was a great relief after the 
crowded granary, and I think did me good. 

15th. Nothing of any moment occurred except 
that we were joined by the gunner and sea-cunnies, 
missing up to this time. They had been much 
better treated than ourselves, and had clothes given 
to them, though rather of a fantastic nature. The 
treatment may, perhaps, be partly attributed to 
their thinking the gunner to be some great man, 
from his having a mermaid marked on his arm, in 
the way common among sea-faring people. They 
partly laboured under this mistake up to this present 
meeting. Both this day and the 16th we were 
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crowded by visiters, who were a great nuisance. 
The government people who came, all told the same 
lie, — viz., that we were going to be sent away in a 
junk. One fellow took the trouble to draw me on 
one side to explain it more clearly. If we ever 
placed reliance in their words we were undeceived 
on the evening of the 17th, for we were then all 
taken before the mandarins, ticketed, a fresh name 
[given to each, and ornamented with handcuffs, we 
Were placed in chairs and conveyed out of the town. 
We passed outside, and for some miles over a coun* 
try tolerably cultivated. We were told in the vil- 
lages we passed through that we were going to have 
our heads taken off. During the passage my bearers 
capsized my chair three times, which was occasioned 
by the slippery state of the footpath. I enjoyed this 
much more than the bearers, who got a good blow- 
ing up from the soldiers by whom we were at- 
tended every time it happened. At last they per- 
suaded the man who had charge of the key of my 
handcuffs to allow me to walk, which I agreed to 
do as long as the road continued soft. (The man 
with the key attended me all the way to Tywan- 
foo.) I was glad enough to take advantage of the 
permission to walk. I particularly observed that 
the soldiers in many instances carried a very supe- 
rior kind of matchlock to any I had seen in China 
before, and they were kept in much better order. 
The barrels were cut outside, six square, and as 
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well as the bore were quite smooth and bright. 
Some again were wretched-looking beings with 
rusty spears, shields and old caps without any stif- 
fening in the borders. These I conjectured were 
the militia, the others regulars. A short time after I 
observed wheat growing, but the crops were only 
small and poor in comparison to those common in 
England. This was the case throughout the whole 
journey to this town, and I dare say the Chinese 
understand as little about growing wheat or barley 
as our farmers know about rice. We soon came to 
a very barren description of country, interesting to 
geologists only. Immense plains stretching inland as 
far as we could see, composed of round stones, the 
same as we call " boulders" in Yorkshire, with hills 
or mountains formed of the same, no vegetation being 
visible except now and then a green spot on the 
very tops of the hills, the first of which was some 
miles from the sea. Up to the time of our wreck I 
had always imagined the shore of Formosa to be 
very bold from having seen these hills often while 
at sea. The land, between them and the sea, is so 
very low and without trees that it must be very 
deceiving to any one at sea, and I doubt very much 
if the channel as laid down in the charts . is not too 
wide. During this, our first trip in sedans, we 
were shown many little roadside public houses, 
where we were taught how to spend our mace 
by the man who had charge of each. These houses, 
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together with every building we passed, were formed 
of the before-mentioned boulders and mud, with, in 
many instances, a large wide-spreading tree or trees 
with seats close to them. The country had a most wild 
and heavy aspect, more so than any I ever saw, and 
I began to think Formosa a sad misnomer. The 
scattered houses were few and far between, and the 
people appeared a more wretched ill-clothed race 
than I ever saw in China before. This day's 
march, altogether in a southerly direction, was about 
twenty-five miles; we crossed several streams run- 
ning to the westward, all of which were evidently 
smaller than at some other seasons of the year. We 
also passed several small towns not walled, or if so, 
the walls were only of mud, but all had gates, one a 
brick one, the others bamboo. We suffered all sorts 
of abuse and indignities in passing through these, as 
well as all the others throughout the whole journey; 
but the women did not join in this, although they 
showed the usual curiosity of the sex. We arrived 
at our halting-place, a large town with high walls 
made of brick, about dusk; for some miles previous 
to getting there, the country was a continued paddy 
swamp interspersed with small hamlets, surrounded 
with bamboo, which grows here larger than I ever 
saw in other places. I have noticed it full sixty 
feet high. I found, on minute inspection, that the 
axletrees of the wheeled carts turned with the 
wheels. The bazaar of this town appeared well 
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furnished with fish. We observed the mast heads 
of several junks a short distance to the westward, 
and these were the only signs of the sea that met 
our eye until we got close to Tywanfoo. 

17th. — The crowd of gazers was very annoying, 
and it was even a relief when we found ourselves 
lodged in the common jail, formed of wooden bars, 
like some of our English cages in country towns, and 
with the same furniture inside; viz., stocks, &c. We 
were stowed in two of these places, with a third 
empty between us, and a view of some Chinese pri- 
soners in front, in the same sort of place. It rained 
nearly the whole time we were here, and the cold 
was very severe; our food abominable. Captain 
Denham was taken before the mandarins and exa- 
mined as to the nature of his ship, his business and 
other questions, and on his insisting that he had 
only sixty hands in all, they threatened to beat him. 
The shroff and carpenter were both thrashed most 
unmercifully, and consoled us by giving it as their 
opinion, that we should all lose our heads. They 
said the mandarins were determined to make the 
brig out to be a man of war, coming to look after 
the crew of the Nerbudda, the crew of which we 
were told from the first were still on the island, but 
we did not believe it; it turned out afterwards how- 
ever to be true. Captain Denham tried at first to 
make the brig out as one belonging to America, but 
I the mandarins burst out laughing at him, and soon 
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I proved that they knew exactly what she was, but 
[that it was not what they wished to make her out. 
Opium smoking is carried on quite publicly here, 
and some of the soldiers who composed our escort, 
wore their opium pipes in their girdles. 
| 19th. — I was roused up about the middle of the 
* night by the carpenter, shroff, and a strange China- 
man. The first requested me^to get up and write a 
letter to Captain Smith at Amoy, that a junk was 
going over, and if I could tell Captain Smith to give 
the bearer 50 dollars on receipt of it, it would go 
safe. Immediately I commenced with a China pencil 
and paper which they had for the purpose, and soon 
finished it. I told Captain Smith that we were 
going to the capital of the island, Tywanfoo; this 
I I had learnt from the carpenter. A few minutes 
after they had left the jail the carpenter returned 
and asked if we could give the man a few dollars 
now to assist him in getting a passage. We told him 
we had none, which was the truth. This question 
immediately damped all our hopes, for we guessed 
the whole thing to be a trap to get money. I forgot 
to mention that the interpreter between Captain 
Denham and the mandarins was a Chinaman, by 
name Ayum, who had been some time at Singapore 
and picked up a little smattering of Hindostanee and 
English. He turned out to be a great scoundrel after- 
wards, and gave his own answers where his know- 
ledge of the language would not permit him to ask 
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the questions put by the mandarins, or where he 
did not like the answers* He made himself very 
noisy and officious during the whole journey. I 
omitted to mention that at the first walled town we 
were in I obtained paper and ink, and commenced a 
log, but it only existed two days, for Mr. Koope> 
who had charge of it, was taken into a separate 
room, strictly searched, and it was taken from the 
lining of a China jacket he had on while under exa- 
mination. Captain Denham was allowed to wash his 
face, and a towel and some dinner given to him, but 
we did not enjoy the luxury of a wash from the time 
we left the brig until two days after leaving this 
town, and then only on the road where we stopped 
a few minutes to eat; the mandarins who accompa- 
nied us continually hurrying the bearers. I may here 
mention that the remaining four marches averaged 
from 20 to 25 miles per day, as near as I could guess. 
21st. — We resumed our journey as before, but leg 
irons were added to our handcuffs, which put an end 
to our walking. The country from this town to the 
capital improved in appearance every march, although 
some parts' of it were wild and dreary enough. We 
crossed several large streams; the one we crossed this 
day by means of a ferry boat. All the others of any 
size were very shallow but strong, and were crossed 
by means of bamboo rafts, the chairs being placed 
on them with their contents, and if any thing had 
happened to the ferry boat or the rafts, we must 
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have been drowned, with our handcuffs and leg irons 
on. Besides these, we crossed by means of rickety 
bridges, the dry courses of many torrents, which 
from all appearance, at some other time of the year 
must have come down in great strength, and in two or 
three instances we crossed on foot dry shod, courses 
two or three hundred yards broad, which the water 
had made for itself, through paddy fields, &c., sweep- 
ing all before it. Before leaving the last town we 
had two mace given us each, to buy our food on 
the road, and we were told it was to last two days. 
I may here mention, that although cheated by the 
man who had charge of me, I lived much better on 
one mace a day than in their prisons. We arrived 
before sunset at another walled town, and were taken 
to a large joss-house, which was prepared with 
straw for us, and here I had the most comfortable 
night's rest of any since the brig was lost, my hand- 
cuffs being taken off during the night. I had pre- 
viously broken one pair at the last town, because 
they would not take them off at night. 

22d. — We started again early in the morning, 
passing through a country very highly cultivated, 
with here and there a patch of common, with bul- 
locks feeding, and there were graves in great num- 
bers precisely like our own; but very few did 
I see throughout the whole journey, with the 
usual Chinese-shaped tombstones. The weather 
now was very hot, and in consequence of the 
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complaints of my bearers concerning my weight, 
I was allowed three, being one more than the rest. 
The face of the country reminded me a good deal 
of some parts of Cambridgeshire, near Newmarket, 
where hedges are scarce, and the fields are bounded 
by belts of firs or a ditch. From the use of wheeled 
carts, of course the roads were wider than usual in 
China, and made the similitude to Cambridgeshire 
greater. Some of the lanes were shaded for miles 
by high bamboos, on each side. A great deal of 
ground was covered with the sugar-cane, and we 
passed several mills or places for preparing the sugar 
during the journey. Tobacco also is grown in large 
quantities, and a sort of vine, very carefully grown 
on trellis-work of bamboo, in rows, generally fenced 
in, and a mat covering for each row. I could not 
learn the name of it; I thought at the time it was 
pepper, but believe I was mistaken. It was gene- 
rally grown close to the houses of the cultivators, 
and more care seemed to be taken of it than any 
thing else. What it was I cannot imagine. The 
women on all occasions ran out to look at the fo- 
reigners, and I never saw so plain a set. I did not 
see a decent face until I reached the capital, but 
they looked clean in most instances. In the even- 
ing we arrived at a large town with chunammed 
walls, and at the place we entered there was a sort 
of outer gate, some hundred yards from the one to 
the town, where there were two very long iron 
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guns placed on the ground, I suppose for us to see. 
We were taken to a jail-yard, and a mandarin with 
a brass button came to see us eat some rice and fish 
provided for us, but as far as Capt. Denham, Mr. 
Roope, and myself were concerned, he was disap- 
pointed, for it was so filthily dirty that we refused it. 
They then showed us our place of rest for the night, 
another cage. We remonstrated that there was 
nothing but the bars between us and the China 
prisoners, that it was not large enough, &c., but to 
no purpose; and the mandarin flew into an awftd 
passion, strutted about pulling his mustaches, and 
looking exactly as laughable as I have seen would- 
be tyrants in Richardson's booth at Newcastle fair. 
I gave him a look that brought his attendants about 
me. Into the place we went, and I had to try and 
sleep with my head close to the buckets of the Chi- 
nese prisoners. As they refused to take my hand- 
cuffs off, I again broke them. Here the serang, 
who had during the cold weather refused all appli- 
cations, offered the gunner one of his four shirts, a 
blanket one, but it was so filled with vermin, that 
the gunner threw it away. This serang and several 
others behaved very disgracefully throughout. Very 
different was the conduct of my boy Francis, who, 
during the whole of our luckless imprisonment, up 
to this time, has behaved as well as any one could 
behave. Until the middle of the night, when I 
spoke through the bars to our Chinese, I thought 
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this was Tywanfoo, and glad enough I was to find 
I was mistaken. I slept very little. 

23d. — This morning we were all taken out and 
two mace given to each, and a new pair of hand- 
cuffs to me; but nothing was said about breaking 
the others, or if there was I did not understand 
them. The country this day was under the same 
kind of cultivation as heretofore, but more thickly 
studded with trees, and the ground was rather 
higher than usual. I think we steered more inland 
this day. At our bamboo ferry, while waiting for 
my turn, which, although with three bearers, was 
always last, I had an opportunity of saying a few 
words to the young shroff, whose chair was placed 
next to mine. He was in irons as well as myself, 
with the addition of a chain round his neck, and 
in such a fright, that I could get nothing from him 
except that we were going to get our heads taken 
off. This night we stopped in a large village, at a 
public eating-house, or rather a post-house, for there 
were numbers of chairs like our own, I suppose for 
hire. They seemed to be carrying on a good busi- 
ness, and had great difficulty in accommodating us, 
and regular fights took place among the Chinese 
for food, of which there was a scarcity for some 
time. One fellow got a bloody nose, and rushed to 
the mandarin who accompanied us, with his face 
covered with blood, crying like a great baby; thia 
made us all laugh, I think for the first time together, 



KEPT BY BIB. GULLY. 33 

since the 10th. This mandarin was far more civil 
than the one at the last town, and turned some 
families out of a decent room with tressel beds, and 
allowed us to occupy it. We also had our irons 
taken off, at least I had. The others (Captain 
Denham and Mr. Roope) could take theirs off at 
pleasure. I never was lucky enough to get a lock 
of that kind. I have learned from Captain Denham 
that a mandarin with a white button (we had met 
several on this day's march) had stopped to speak 
to him, gave him something to eat, and told him 
not to fear, that they were not going to cut our 
heads off This, of course, was by signs. I slept 
very well this night. The soldiers slept in the 
open shop as usual, amusing themselves with their 
opium pipes. The country-people we passed on the 
road had most curious pipes made of bamboo, the 
root forming the bowl, which in all cases was so 
small that it would hardly hold a good pinch of 
snuff. The roots were crooked, like a hocky-stick, 
with the bowl on the inside. The pipe altogether 
was often five feet long, as thick as a man's wrist, 
and used as a walking-stick. 

24th— At daylight we started over a more hilly 
country than before, and many of the sides of the 
hills not far inland were well wooded. On this day 
crossed on foot one of the water courses before men- 
tioned. It was very wide, with then only about 
eighteen inches water. The north side was a per* 
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pendicular bank, about twenty feet high. The south 
was for many miles a level sandy plain, and culti- 
vated in such a way as led me to believe that at some 
period of the year the country for miles round must 
be under water. Here we were met by a mandarin 
and a few soldiers. He had a paper in his hand, and 
as we passed called out our numbers, and was an- 
swered or corrected as the case might be. I here 
remember that as we entered one of the villages we 
were met by a procession of men, bearing each a 
bamboo branch, and some with flags, and in the 
centre was a handsome chair gilt, in which was 
seated a bamboo joss. The chair had eight bearers; 
I suppose it had something to do with joss pigeon. 
About mid-day we were halted for at least an hour 
and a half in the hot sun, and separated into two 
parties, and then started. I was taken to the left 
and the captain to the right from this halting place 
to Ty-wan-foo, which was about a mile and a half, 
and the land on each side was covered with graves, 
a few with the usual Chinese tumuli. The ground 
was very much broken up. Just previous to arriving 
at the gates we got a sight of the sea, but the other 
parties got a much better view, and observed a small 
low island off the town we entered, the east gate of 
which was in good repair, and the walls on each side 
for some distance had been whitewashed, but it did 
not prevent me from seeing a breach about a quarter 
of a mile to the northward. This face of the wall 
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could be easily scaled, as from the broken state of the 
ground and the shrubs and trees which are scattered 
about, an enemy might approach within a few yards 
under cover. The gate and walls were like all others 
I have seen in China, and two large guns were placed 
in the gateway. I supposed both this and the white- 
wash was only for us to see how well they were 
prepared for war. After passing a short distance 
through a street, we came to a sort of open ground 
very much broken, with numbers of lofty trees grow- 
ing, and with courses with stone bridges. Passing 
through this, we again entered among buildings, but 
we were not taken through any principal street, and 
after passing along some narrow lanes formed by the 
back premises, we emerged opposite a mandarin's 
house, and after sitting there for some time in the 
chair, which was nearly pulled to pieces by the peo- 
ple crowding to get a view at us, we were taken on 
a little further to another mandarin house, and then 
ordered to get out. We were marched inside the 
outer gate, and told to remain under the usual co- 
vering to Chinese gateways, where our tickets were 
copied; at least they began to do so, but the crowd 
soon became so annoying, both to ourselves and the 
mandarins, that the latter were glad to use their tails 
as whips, and then took us into a little joss-house on 
the right, where a man, who I think was a Chinese 
prisoner, was smoking opium. After remaining here 
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some time, we were taken out again, but not before 
the door had been nearly smashed in by the mob two 
or three times. We were then taken back about 
200 yards to the place where the chairs were first 
put down. We walked the whole way with the leg 
irons on, which cut my legs at every step; we were 
then taken to our present place of confinement, on 
the right hand side of the river yard of a mandarin's 
residence. 

25th. — Captain Denham was examined as to the 
names, ages, wages, and duties of every body on 
board. (See Captain Denham's Journal of this 
date: post.) 

On the 4th and 5th he was examined again. I met 
him at bluebutton's where he was examined, but I 
was not. Captain Denham was examined again on 
the 9th, when he learnt that both the shroff and 
carpenter had both been licked. The former had 
been telling the mandarins some yarns about Sir 
H. Pottinger, and from that time to the present 
Captain Denham has suspected him of having sold 
us. In the beginning of this month, I was up 
before the mandarin once, and asked my age, &c., 
and before bluebutton once, and no questions 
asked. From that time to this they have ap- 
peared to shirk me altogether for some reason 
or other, for although two of my fellow-prisoners, 
Mr. Partridge, and the gunner, have been fre- 
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quently up before them, I never have.* During 
this month I suffered greatly, from fever, occa- 
sioned, I suppose, from want of air, and when the 
fever left me about the end of the month, I was 
attacked by piles, a disease I never had before. 
We never had a chance of sending a letter away, 
I but Captain Denham made several attempts, in one 
of which he succeeded. Captain Denham was ex- 
amined often, and was employed in drawing ships, 
an amusement as well as profit. Their party were 
much better off than ours (my usual luck), and it 
was not till May that I could get paper to recom- 
mence a log. Our jailer I believe to be the most 
wicked brute that ever was created. We were in 
a den so small that not one of us could stretch our 
legs at night, being coiled up like dogs. During 
the time I had the piles, I did not sleep for nights 
together. Ten of us, viz., the five sea-cunnies, two 
Manilla men, the gunner, Mr. Partridge, and my- 
self, with a bucket in a wretched hovel only eleven 
feet six inches by seven feet six, and for two months 
and more we were confined in it, and never allowed 
out but once a day to wash, and at first this was 
not allowed, and when it was, for upwards of a 

* This probably arose from the circumstance of Mr. Gully 
haying no office on board the ship. The Chinese do not seem to 
have any idea of a class of men existing without official or other 
employment. The gunner (as already explained) was evidently 
considered a man of authority and importance. 
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month, only one or two could wash every morning, 
unless they washed in the water used by the others, 
the villain of a jailer being too lazy to furnish 
more than a few pints every morning. We soon 
found that nothing was to be gained by submission, 
so I took the opportunity one day of telling the 
rascal to go out of the place; he had come in to sky- 
lark with the sea-cunnies. He gave me a shove, 
and I sent him j&ying into the bucket. There was 
a great noise made about it, but nothing done. 
This now frightened some of my fellow-prisoners, 
but 1 followed it up by throwing the lamp at the 
second jailer's head a few weeks afterwards, and 
when I came back from Captain Denham's cabin in 
the beginning of June, greater liberty was allowed 
us. On our first arrival we found we were all more 
or less infested with vermin, and being so crowded, 
notwithstanding all our efforts we did not get rid 
of them, until Mr. Partridge, the gunner, and my- 
self were moved into a separate place, and then the 
rest were too lazy, or at any rate they did not get 
| rid of them. I arrived on this island in better 
health than I ever remember enjoying out of Eng- 
land, and a few weeks brought me down to a use- 
less wretched being, disgusted with myself. The 
captain's party was better off altogether from being 
with or under a higher mandarin and having a more 
decent jailer. I have, perhaps, suffered more than 
any one, because I think I can safely say I have not 
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had five days without sickness since my arrival. 
Not so with my two companions for they have not 
had as many days sickness between them. 

In the examinations the mandarins always in- 
sisted that the Anne was a ship of war until Cap- 
tain Denham went to redbutton's.* Their ques- 
tions on other subjects related to all sorts of things, 
politics, size of men-of-war, complement, queen and 
court, and geography. They often asked who was 
the highest lotier here, and made a great fuss 
about putting down the names of the admiral, 
general, and plenipo, for they could not pronounce 
them. I may here jot down my view of our course ■ 
of proceedings in leaving the wreck, &c. That it; 
was the best course for saving the property I have 
no doubt, because it was the only one. Had we 
remained by the wreck we must at last have given! 
ourselves up without a chance of saving any thing; 
except the clothes we had on. By taking the earliest! 
opportunity of seizing a junk as we did, there was 
a chance of our being able, if the weather mode- 
rated, to save some of the property by taking the 
Junk round outside, and with that to retreat upon, 
we might have returned to the brig, and kept the 
rascals at bay until we could get the treasure &c.,' 
on board the junk, but with no prospect of escape it 
would have been folly to have fired a shot. 

* Called the TotiJTyjjm, believed to be the senior civil manda- 
rin on the island, i 
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Commencement of Regular Log during Imprison- 
ment at Ty-wan-foo. 

26th. — Told by Jack that we are to be sent away 
in 120 days; but be did not know where. No 
signs of dividing us. Very wretched; one miserable 
day following another. No books ; in fact no amuse- 
ment at all to relieve the dreadful monotony of the 
prison; and worse than all no exercise. 

27th. — Fine. Marched through the streets, legs 
and hands in irons, to Captain Denham's lotier. 
After a little while my hand-irons were taken off, 
paper and pencils put before me, and I was told to 
draw. I told them I could not. They then brought 
me a piece of paper with a strange imitation of 
a locomotive engine and carriages, by which I 
guessed that Captain Denham had told the people 
that I could draw a railway; so I commenced, and 
sent for Captain Denham, who confirmed my sur- 
mises. 

June 9th. — I remained up to this date at Captain 
Denham's prison, drawing a few hours every day. 
In all I made about thirteen coaches of different de- 
scriptions, and a tunnel, all of which astonished the 
natives. During the whole time I saw nothing of 
the mandarin, except when passing through the 
room; and one day when Captain Denham walked 
out of the prison and got an interview with the 
mandarin to complain of his food, Mr. Roope and I 
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followed. He promised to redress the grievance; 
but poor Quat, our jailer, a very good fellow, got 
fifty cuts over his thighs for letting us out. On the 
31st of May, when we were drawing, a big junk-: 
man, who took a letter on the 10th of April to 
convey to Amoy, returned with an answer from 
Captain Forbes of the Kelpie, giving us hopes of 
release, and other news. The man returned on the 
[ 4th instant, and took charge of another letter for 
Captain Forbes. Time at Captain Denham's prison 
passes much pleasanter and faster than here, and 
they have much more room. This morning I 
was taken up before Gee Sam y ^at, the lotier's 
head man, and politely requested to return to this 
hole, which I declined until the mandarin promised 
to ask the big lotier to allow me to live there alto- 
gether. I was then brought here in a sedan, after 
taking leave of all my friends. * I don't believe a 
word of his promise, but intend to get back by 
some means or other. Find all here well; and 
allowed a little more liberty; viz., to wash in the 
yard, and no limit to the water. 

11th. — Wrote to Denham, and sent it by Heen, 
the one-eyed man. This day, fifty cash served out 
to each person, and the executioner's room given up 
to the gunner, Partridge, and self. We cleaned it 
out; and such a mass of filth and dirt I never saw: 
without any exaggeration, I believe it had not been 
cleaned out for years. How the two men could 
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live in it I do not know. We there had five 
blankets and mats to sleep on, and glad I am to 
get it. The lotier likewise gave us more than 
enough roast pork for dinner. During the day the 
gates of this place were shut, and quantities of 
chow-chow things carried. I rather think to-day 
or to-morrow must be the emperor's birthday, or 
some other great day. 

12th. — Fine. We learn from Jack that there is 
to be a f6te to-day. Several Chinese prisoners 
taken away from the opposite yard under a guard. 
One mace served out to each man, and Jack busy 
cooking all sorts of sweets. He says all the people 
of Tywan to-day eat rice boiled in sugar and saw- 
shee, and made into a kind of stickjaw. My finger 
still bad and under a poultice. 

21st. — When dinner was brought to us to-day, 
there was an unusually small quantity of pork, half- 
boiled cabbage, and cheese made from beans. I 
was awfully hungry, but none of this could I touch, 
so I kicked up a row, and hove it into the yard. 
None of the nobs were at home at the time, but 
they shortly arrived, and we had a most laughable 
scene: first the fat jailer came, then the tailor, 
cook, and lastly, that scoundrel Gee Sam y at. I 
threw a piece of cabbage at the norhua, and told 
him to go and attend to his sewing; he then made off. 
Gee Sam y at flared up in first-rate style, because I 
told him if the lotier could not give us better food 
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to let me go to Captain Denham's lotier. He was 
in a perfect rage, but only got well laughed at. It 
ended in his ordering other food for the morrow 
morning, and the fat jailer gave us 30 cash to buy 
cakes. This relieved the monotony of the im- 
prisonment. The mandarin's attendant likewise 
brought us some cakes, after we had turned in. 
We evidently got the better of Gee Sam y at, for he 
lost his temper. 

June 26 — Fine morning; gunner busy with brig 
during the day; had a touch of rheumatism. A 
row with the old rascal of a jailer, who was drunk 
and used dirty language. He got the worst of the 
row and the worst of the inquiries. The lotier 
heard us, and I believe talked of flogging me. Let 
him try it. Heen arrived in the afternoon with a 
letter from Captain Denham. I gave him one in 
return. He told us that Captain Denham was very 
sick. I trust he exaggerated, but shall be uneasy 
until I hear from him again. 

27th. — Up early and boiled pot for tea; kept 
awake by a boil under my arm; did not get to sleep 
till past four. Wrote to Captain Denham. When 
breakfast came there was so little fish, that we all 
refused to eat any thing, except the gunner, who eat 
his rice, and Tow chin. The fat jailer came after a 
long time, and gave us some sweet potatoes and pro- 
mised to speak to the mandarin and ask for more. 
This seems to be the mangoe season at this island. 
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They seem to be very good, and sell at the rate of 
1500 and 2000 for a dollar. Captain Denham's 
lotier paid us a visit in state this evening, and all the 
attendants say that Mr. Partridge and I are going to 
see Captain Denham to-morrow: I hope it is true. 

28th. — Fine. Had a good treat of mangoes. No- 
thing particular. Finished painting a steamer and 
line of battle ship attacking a French fort. No news. 

29th. — Up as usual j fine morning. Added a 
little to letter to Captain Denham. Forty cash served 
out to each of us to buy towels. I suppose they have 
just found out that we might want such things. At 
dusk a prisoner was taken before the lotier, and they 
thrashed him and tortured him for two hours. He 
was flogged six times. Washed and holy-stoned the 
planks. A few hard showers during the day; other- 
wise fine. Nearly finished another picture, but 
spoiled it by reason of the paper running. 

30th. — Fine morning; mosquitoes very annoying 
all night, and the mong hoon and light went out. No 
signs of going to Captain Denham. The man who 
was flogged last night received eighty blows in all. 
His crime is either forging or clipping of dollars. 
This day there was a large assembly of mandarins 
here, and the fellow was brought up again and tor- 
tured, not thrashed, for we could hear his cries for 
many hours, but no blows were struck. About 
7 p.m., he was taken out for the purpose of showing 
where something was stowed, but I could not make 
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out what it was; they found out what it was, how- 
ever. Warm day. Finished a small picture of two 
line of battle ships, a frigate and steamer attacking 
a battery, and began the elephants for old Goa's 
friend. Received an order for a picture of the cap- 
ture of Amoy. 

July 1st. — Fine. Up as usual. Here is another 
month. Oh dear ! oh dear ! The gunner has taken 
it into his head that it is beneath him to draw pic- 
tures for sale; therefore will not partake of some of 
the things bought with the money obtained in that 
way. He is a fool. A man never lowers himself 
by earning his own victuals or even a few luxuries 
by the work of his hands, and to be consistent he 
ought to take nothing but what the mandarins give 
him. He is a Yankee, and therefore must be excused 
such folly. 

2d. — Fine morning. Mangoes. Up as usual. 
Finished the large picture for the Pautow, who came 
and took it away. Flush of cash; consequently the 
mangoes, which are superb, suffer. They certainly 
assist in passing away the time. Commenced picture 
of Amoy, and another of a bear hunt. The latter 
for Heen, but I don't know when it will be finished. 
In the afternoon that big brute, Jose Maria, struck 
the boy who runs errands for us, in the loins. The 
lad spit blood for some time, then went away, and 
from what I can make out from the Chinese, fainted. 
The jailers, &c. all told us that he was dead. I 
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knew better, but said nothing, as I thought a good 
fright would do the big coward good. The lad's 
father and the doctor came, and if the lad dies while 
Jos£ Maria is here, he will lose his head I have no 
doubt. 

3d. — Fine morning. Mangoes. Up as usual. The 
last three or four days have been very hot. I suppose 
this and the next will be hot months. Nothing par- 
ticular done about the boy. A new man sent here 
in the evening to assist the reilau in looking after 
us. Christened him Sam. Getting anxious for 
Heen. 

4th. — A cloudy morning. Up as usual. More 
mangoes. I am afraid I ate too many as I was 
troubled in the morning. After breakfast we were 
told that the boy was dead, and that we were all to 
go before the great mandarin. It turned out to be a 
falsehood, and only Mr. Partridge and the gunner 
went to bluebutton's, where there were four man- 
darins, one a crystal button, with four gongs. They 
only asked some geographical questions ; e. g. 9 whe- 
ther America had ever been in England, or if a man 
could walk from London to America in a week. If 
London was as large as America. How large Lon- 
don was? and what foreign possessions the English 
had. The captain and Mr. Roope were there. The 
captain quite well. They had a good meal at blue- 
buttons, and then a row with the mandarins because 
they would not let Captain Denham pay me a visit, 
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and because we were so badly fed. It ended in their 
promising us more food, and also that Captain Den- 
ham should see me to-morrow. When Mr. Part- 
ridge and the gunner were returning, a mace was 
served out for each of us here. The shroff, who is 
evidently a villain in the interest of the mandarins, 
says that there has been a promotion here for taking 
,us, and that they believe me to be some great man. 
They asked if Sir H. Pottinger was a white man or 
a black gentleman? Finished a picture of an engage- 
ment between a two-decker and a steamer. Quat 
brought us a present of mangoes. One of the under- 
strappers said we were going away. Captain Den- 
ham and Mr. Roope are allowed a mace per day, 
and find themselves in every thing, since they came 
to their present habitation. The sea-cunnies be- 
haved very badly, got drunk, hove their clothes 
out into the yard, and so misconducted themselves 
that the mandarins were going to put them into 
cages. They have promised to behave better, and 
are now in their place with no jailer at all. Sent 
my letter to Captain Denham. In the evening Heen 
came and brought a letter from the captain dated 
the 27th ult. Wrote him a short chit telling him 
that I had sent him a set of chessmen by Quat. 
Aticoa says the boy is still very ill. 

5th. — Cloudy and hard showers with lightning. 
Up as usual. Mangoes. Fine days. The boy came 
back very ill, and instead of the brute who struck 
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him asking after him, he and his friends black- 
guarded him, and tried to prevent his coming into 
the place. This put me up, and I flared up and 
tried to shame them. They held their peace, and 
the boy came in, and afterwards showed more good 
feeling than Jos£ Maria deserved, and more than 
ever I expected to find in a Chinaman. The break- 
fast was the same as usual, and we all refused to 
eat it except the Yankee who could not go without. 
I had the breakfast served out, and pitched mine 
into the yard. In the evening we got better fish, 
and Aticoa gave us a good supper of oysters and 
vermicelli. 

6th. — Up as usual. Mangoes. Hard rain during 
the night and cloudy morning. Wrote to Captain 
Denham and then to the lotier, gave the production 
to Gee Sam y at, who came afterwards and promised 
us to speak to the lotier for better food for us or to 
send us to Quan. He brought me five sheets of 
paper, and wants something drawn. Hard squalls 
and rain during the day. Another boil on my skin 
- — very painful — nothing done for it — food at night 
very short. Lewis broke his basin: no notice taken 
of it. 

7th. — Up as usual. Hard rain and squalls during 
the night. It has come through the old roof. 
Mangoes. Cloudy morning and squalls of rain and 
wind during the whole day. No better or more 
food; so in the morning I commenced operations by 
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heaving my basin and trash into the yard, and then 
smashing my bucket and sending it to look after 
the basin. Our abode afloat all day from the rain. 
Buckets of water pouring down in divers places. 
The gunner's picture all spoiled. Worse on the 
opposite side in the other prison. In the even- 
ing food the same; eat it and asked for more, but 
was refused, so smashed the dish, and Mr. Par- 
tridge walked up to the mandarin unknown to me 
and the mandarin promised more food and that 
the roof should be repaired, and that when the rain 
was over he would give us more money. I don't 
believe a word of it. At night the fat jailer came, 
and looked at the effect of the rain for the twentieth 
time and allowed two of our opposite neighbours to 
sleep on the tailor's bed. This day one of the cooks 
told us that a ship had been here but went away 
when the gale came on. 

8th. — Hard rain during the night, with thunder 
and lightning. The surf has been heard during the 
last few days very plain. The last week we have 
felt the heat a good deal. Up as usual, but no 
mangoes ; they don't do me any good. Hard rain 
nearly all day. We are told that there is another 
vessel wrecked : Aticoa is our authority, but knows 
no particulars. All hands promise us better food 
and more of it when the rain is over. Not able to 
get on with the picture of Amoy; the weather is 
too damp j consequently the day seems long and 
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dreary. Aticoa says the vessel is wrecked at Tarn- 
sin Khelan, and that all hands were drowned 
In the evening we had abundance to eat; and now 
I hope we shall go on quiet* 

9th. — Up as usual. Am afraid of dysentery. No 
mangoes. Added to letter to Captain Denham.— 
Troubled with nightmare during the night ; all 
stomach, I suppose : attribute it as much to the wet 
weather as any thing else. Cloudy, rainy, damp 
morning. Yesterday the sun was only visible for 
a few minutes, and then it was eclipsed I think. 
Strangers are not allowed to come and see us; 
that coupled with the report about ships may be 
something. At the evening meal the grub diminish- 
ing. A set of thieving, lying, longtailed rascals. 
Eat two pieces of rhubarb at night. 

10th. — Rhubarb at work at five bells. Up as 
usual: fine morning. If I hear nothing from Macao 
to-day, I shall give up our friends there as good for 
nothing, unless some accident has happened* Cash 
getting very low. Fine warm day, but could do 
nothing in the artist line, so troubled with looseness 
in the bowels. Am afraid I am going to be very 
sick; every thing passes off like water; and yet I 
have a good appetite, good pulse, and no heat 
about the bowels. Still there must be something 
wrong, for my face is as white as a sheet, tongue 
and mouth foul, and I am called upon from twenty 
to thirty times in twenty-four hours. In the even- 
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ing Heen came and brought two letters from the 
jsea-cunnies, but none from Captain Denham, which 
is pleasant. Sent a letter to Captain Denham. 
Bather better this evening. 

11th. — Up as usual. Still troubled with this 
complaint, and awoke with a severe pain a little 
below my right axm-pit. Fine morning: cool. Be- 
gun another letter to Captain Denham before 
breakfast. Mr, Partridge and the gunner were sent 
for, to go to some mandarins. Malwa came with 
Gee Sam y at, and gave me a piece of opium, which I 
swallowed to stop my complaint, and in a quarter 
of an hour it began to make me feel quite happy, in 
im hour quite sick, and laid me on my back the 
whole day. About twelve o'clock four of the sea- 
cunnies were sent for, and made to take their shirts 
with them: this, coupled with the appearance shortly 
afterwards of some soldiers with their matchlocks 
and baggage packed up for a journey, made me ex- 
pect that they had taken the others out in small 
parties, on purpose to be able to remove us all to 
some other town. It is very odd the effect opium 
has upon me; I could not get up, nor could I go 
to deep, but was in a sort of dream all day. 
Among other things it came into my head to apply 
to the East India Company, on getting out of this, 
fcr compensation as an officer of the Nemesis. 
About five o'clock my anxiety about our destina- 
tion for auother place was relieved by the return 
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of all the party in good spirits, and praising the 
lotier they had been to. He is a clear redbutton 
man, said to be a Canton man; did not require 
them to go on their knees or to sit down before 
him. There was another lotier with him with a 
clear white button. The redbutton had a pea- 
cock's feather in his cap. The questions asked 
were much more sensible than former ones; and 
the mandarin seemed to have some small know- 
ledge of geography. He seemed very much asto- 
nished that the queen had but one husband; of 
course I agree with him, and think it a hard case. 
He asked if we had written to Amoy, and on being 
answered in the negative, gave a kind of wink to 
the other mandarin; and when asked if he would 
like us to write, he gave no answer. He promised 
that I should go and see him to-morrow; and when 
he had prepared a place for us, that Mr. Partridge, 
Captain Denham, Mr. Roope, the gunner, and my- 
self, should go and live at his place. He asked if 
we wanted any thing; and on being told that this 
was the queen's eldest child's No. 1 day, he sent for 
money, and gave the captain, Mr. Roope, Mr. Par- 
tridge, the gunner, carpenter, and myself, five mace 
each, and the sea-cunnies three each. A very 
good dinner was served, and when they were dis- 
missed he made the usual Chinese salutation. Cap- 
tain Denham was employed all day making him a 
chart of the world. All this is so very different 
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from the conduct of the other mandarins, and so 
much more civil, that I am nearly certain they 
have either received a communication from Cap- 
tain Smith, at Amoy, concerning us, or have heard 
some news from Pekin; and this is corroborated in 
a letter I received this evening from Captain Den- 
ham, in which he says that his mandarin sent him 
a message, to say, that he liked the English very 
much in general, and was pleased with him in par- 
ticular. Mr. Roope sent his log for me to copy. 
Some of the lascars were up before the great man, 
and he eyed them with great curiosity. They were 
dressed in shirts and trousers which had been given 
to them; and the lotier seemed quite astonished to 
see our party without shirts, and promised to give 
them each one: he also gave each a fan. An 
attempt made in the evening to do us out of ten 
cash worth of tobacco, but it was defeated. 

12th. — Fine morning. Much better, but got very 
little sleep; kept awake as usual with me, by the 
opium; and about three sticks I was awoke by Isi- 
dore, who was catting in great style and singing out 
with pain. After some time and talk the old thief 
of a jailer opened their door, and Louis came over 
and told me of it, and requested some tea. Mr. 
Partridge and I roused up, and in about a quarter of 
an hour or twenty minutes at most, gave Isidore a 
dose of rhubarb and a basin of tea. I slept little 
after this. Up as usual and wrote this. We had a 
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slight shower at about four sticks. Etere have two 
fine days passed and nothing done to the roof. Cap- 
tain Denham agrees with me that it is very odd we 
don't hear from our friends. By-the-by all paper 
has been taken away from those at Quan's, and 150 
cash paid for each picture begun. The excuse was 
that Quan was afraid it would get to the redbut- 
ton's ears that they drew English ships, &c. This 
of course is a he. It is done to prevent them writing 
to Amoy. After breakfast a hard shower or two. 
About 11 o'clock Mr. Partridge and the gunner sent 
for to go to redbutton's, and about three in the af- 
ternoon they sent for me* I saw Mr. Roope, and 
after waiting outside about an hour, was taken be- 
fore the mandarins. A white button, blue button, 
and our man, Mr. Partridge, the captain, shroff and 
mestry were there, all sitting before a fine large plate 
of light dumplings, which on my arrival were at- 
tacked with great impetuosity. Having finished 
them, Captain Denham commenced explaining a 
chart of the world he had spread before him. The 
lotiers making passing remarks upon every thing we 
did. One fellow said I was a Holau, but wanted to 
know why I had a hole in my breeches. I showed 
him one in my shirt. All our names were then 
taken down for new clothes, which are promised of 
a superior cut and make, with shoes and stockings 
to match. Several questions were asked about the 
Queen and Prince Albert, and they did not seem to 
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understand about the queen going out when she 
pleased; indeed they cannot comprehend how we 
can have a woman on the throne. Asked about her 
dress, &c About five o'clock we were dismissed 
and dinner brought us, which was tolerably good, 
but I would sooner dine at the prison, for I don't 
like standing to my meals with a parcel of riff-raff 
crowding round me. Gave Captain Denham my 
letter, and got one in return from him. The mestry 
says that an answer will come from the emperor in 
half a moon concerning us, and that if he orders our 
decapitation it will be done directly. This I don't 
.believe. I find by Mr. Roope's log, that it is his 
opinion that the junk man did not take the last let- 
ter, which is a bad job, for our people over the 
water will not be aware of the Nerbudda's crew 
being here. Captain Denham thinks with me that 
the authorities here have had letters from Amoy 
concerning us. My being allowed to see the captain 
to-day, looks as if the redbutton was accustomed 
to keep his word. If so, we shall all go to live with 
him. Mr. Roope, I think, is a great deal too sharp 
tempered with Captain Denham, and does not un- 
derstand a joke. He ought to show a better exam- 
ple, and he has always got some churchyard yarn or 
other about cutting off heads for his own annoyance 
and my amusement. He meets trouble half way, 
and is always looking at the dark side of the picture. 
I trust I shall be able to get to live with the captain. 
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I am not at all surprised at his having the blue 
devils, 

13th. — Up earlier than usual ; slept well last night. 
Fine cool morning. Wrote log, &c. Finished Amoy. 
Eain during the greater part of the afternoon. Some 
of our opposite neighbours have been amusing them- 
selves drawing dirty pictures on the outside prison 
wall; this is pleasant. Dull day; no news. I think 
if it had not been for the rain we should have gone 
to some of the mandarins. As it is I dare say we 
shall not go until our new clothes are finished. The 
mestry asked me yesterday when we got out, if the 
English would take care of his wife and family. 

19th. — Up as usual. Cloudy squally morning, 
with a strong gale from N. and E., and rain at times. 
Bowels I think are better, but am not certain whe- 
ther it is the effect of the mango, the diet, or the 
N.E. wind, but think the last. About eight o'clock the 
wind began to draw round to the south, with hard 
squalls and heavy rain. About ten or eleven it blew 
a severe gale, and I have no doubt it is a typhoon 
down at Macao or Hongkong; but we don't feel it 
much here, being enclosed by buildings, and I am 
afraid that very little damage will be done to Ty- 
wan, the houses are so low. The water rose about 
a foot in the mandarin's yard. Our place was 
flooded from there being nothing to keep the rain out 
of it, which during the heavy puffs entered in tor- 
rents. We were obliged to crowd against the back 
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wall to keep ourselves a little dry. Through the 
crevices of our planks we could see pools of water, 
and our planks were two-thirds wet. The roof like- 
wise leaked in a dozen places. Our opposite neigh- 
bours quite as bad off, and I fear the captain will be 
worse. Nothing to be done all day because of the 
weather. In the afternoon it moderated, say about 
three o'clock. The wind about S.W. with heavy 
rain. It still blew heavy in puffs until about 3 p.m. , 
when it died away after frequent puffs. On turning 
in we were obliged to crowd as close as possible, and 
then I was sleeping on damp planks. Pleasant for 
a sick man. I wish some of our friends over the 
water, who seem so coldly slack in their motions, 
could come and try a week of my life. They would 
be a little more active in our behalf, I think, or at 
least send us proper food and stores after it. 

20th. — Up as usual; bowels same as yesterday. 
Dark cloudy morning. Cool day, with passing 
squalls of rain throughout. Employed on journal. 
Gave Aticoa the picture of Amoy. From Heen not 
making his appearance I suspect he has been fright- 
ened by reason of Denham's lotier having taken all 
the writing materials away. I am not surprised at 
it, but am very sorry, for we shall get no more let- 
ters from Captain Denham, nor be able to send any. 
The mandarin paid our opposite neighbours a visit 
this morning to look at the effect of the typhoon; it 
having blown one of the walls of the prison down, 
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and killed a Chinaman. Some of the coolies of the 
establishment have been employed during three days 
carrying guns, so I suppose the fellows are still for- 
tifying. I begin to think that we shall not get out 
of this at all, or at any rate not before next January. 
I shall give it up altogether unless I hear something 
by the 1st of next month. It is disgraceful. Only 
three days sail from Macao and one from Amoy 
Perhaps they have been doing something, but I 
hardly think the Chinese could keep it so very close. 
At dinner there was so little beef that I sent it back, 
and the dish was filled in a proper manner without 
a word. 

21st. — Beautiful morning. Getting better, I hope. 
Saw soldiers going out with rusty spears, and after- 
wards the rusty weapons in the yard were brushed 
up. Fine day, but warm. The typhoon has all but 
destroyed the mangoes. Employed on journal. Wrote 
to Captain Denham. In the evening some poor devils 
were taken before our mandarin and tortured; we 
could hear their cries quite plain. Unless we hear 
something before the 10th proximo, I shall die of 
disgust. 

22d. — Fine morning; up as usual. The lotier out 
very early before daylight. He returned after break- 
fast and went over to the Bengalees' prison, I sup- 
pose to see how the bricklayers are getting on with 
the repairs of the wall which was blown down. 
Better to-day. Nothing doing and every thing par- 



KEPT BY MR. GULLY. 59 

ticularly quiet until the evening, when they brought 
ub for dinner a few prawns, which I sent back, and 
they then gave us the usual dish of fish. After this 
some Chinese came and gave all hands some cash, 
but Jos4 Maria, who was last, happening to get one 
less than the rest, the great booby threw them away, 
and walked about for half an hour, uttering all sorts 
of maledictions, much to my amusement. He ma- 
naged to fix the quarrel upon Jos6 Dias. I am 
heartily tired of these fellows. They do nothing 
but grumble and quarrel among themselves, William 
Norris excepted. 

23d. — Up as usuaL Fair morning; dreamed all 
night; nothing but nightmare. Beautiful day; but 
no sooner had I nearly got rid of my bowel-com- 
plaint, than I am attacked by the piles or something 
of that sort, which lays me on my back all day. I 
was rather better at night. The clothes which we were 
measured for the other day we now hear we are not 
to have until the cold weather comes; and although 
they have repeatedly promised for nearly two 
months to have the roof of our prison mended, they 
have given no signs of commencing. They never 
speak the truth. 

24th. Fine morning. Any thing but well. Beau- 
tiful day but cool. About 8 a.m. Captain Denham's 
lotier came with another, bringing the shroff and 
mestry with them. The Nerbudda's people were 
taken before them and examined as to their ages and 
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names. This, after having been twelve months on 
the island, is rather good. I had a few words with 
the mestry who said that John Williams and another 
lascar of the brig's crew were dead, and that the 
remainder were allowed to run about the town, be- 
cause Captain Denham told the lotier that they would 
all die, unless allowed to go about in the sun. My 
boy is very well, and very anxious to come and live 
with me. If we go to redbutton's, perhaps I may be 
able to manage it. Here he would be useless. Mr. 
Partridge told the mestry to tell the mandarins he 
wanted to speak to them, so after they had finished, 
he was sent for and asked what he wanted. He said 
that we had not received the clothes which had been 
promised us, and that we were all getting sick, and 
wanted to be allowed to walk about in the yard. 
They answered that we (three of us) were going to 
redbutton's in five or six days. That they had re- 
ceived the order, and that when we went there we 
should get our clothes, which were not then finished. 
They then laughed at him and he came away. 
There may be truth in it, but I cannot place much 
credit on it. Added to Captain Denham's letter. 
Piles very bad all day. Our boy who runs errands, 
a few days ago commenced smoking opium, and in 
consequence experienced all those agreeable symp- 
toms which boys in England have on beginning to 
smoke tobacco. From this we may judge to what 
extent the smoking is carried. Indeed from what I 
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have seen, I doubt if ninety-nine out of every hun- 
dred who can afford to spend 30 cash a day, do not 
use the drug in simply eating it. I can buy enough 
of the eating drug to make me drunk, for less than 
10 cash. This day, while on my back, devising all 
sorts of places to conceal my log if shifted to red- 
button's. 

25th. — Up as usual. Fine morning, but slept 
badly. Nightmare all night. I have just thought 
that in case this should survive us it may be inte- 
resting to know the furniture of our abode. The 
cell is all but as large as the opposite one from 
which we were removed, but we have three advan- 
tages over our opposite neighbours, viz., 1. There 
are only three of us. 2. The window has only single 
bars. 3. We have air-holes in the roof. To sleep 
on we have five hard-wood planks about eight feet 
long by fourteen inches wide and two thick. The 
floor is of broken bricks. A bamboo is slung nearly the 
length of the place, on which in the daytime we hang 
our mats, two in number, for sleeping on. Besides 
these I now see two towels hanging from it, one 
made from part of an old pair of cotton drawers, 
and the other of grass cloth given me by Zu Quang 
Leon. Ditto belonging to Mr. Partridge, and a 
bundle of papers, sketches, &c, tied up by a string. 
On the east wall are the remains of a picture of Chin 
Hoe damaged by the rain. The window faces the 
west. On one side of it is hanging my pipe, given me 
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by the captain's party. On the other is a small look- 
ing-glass given me by one of the jailers, a number of 
pencils and fourmonghoons. Our pillows of pieces 
of bamboo, with a qunny-mat for keeping the after- 
noon's sun out of the place, and a checquer-board 
are on the planks On the north wall are hanging 
our washing-tub, which cost us 50 cash, a broom for 
sweeping the planks, a basket containing some 
hooks, &c, belonging to the former occupants ; a bas- 
ket containing our chop-sticks and spoons of bamboo, 
the gunner's towel and a stick for carrying a lantern. 
In this wall is a small recess containing a clay lamp 
and stand, a few bamboo sticks, and two iron wires for 
cleaning pipes, three papers of tobacco and some 
waste-paper. In the corner two sticks have been 
driven into the wall, on which rest the logbooks and 
some papers. Below that is a small shelf, on which 
are placed several cups, and broken saucers, and 
paints, two chow-chow cups (I broke the third a week 
ago), given us by Jack, a small earthenware kettle 
for boiling tea-water and brewing samshu when we 
can get it, given us by Aticoa. Below the shelf is sus- 
pended a hollow piece of bamboo holding our firepan, 
and below that a small fireplace, likewise a present 
from Aticoa, a cooking pot bought by ourselves, 
another containing charcoal (the pot given by 
Jack), several old straw shoes and pieces of bam- 
boo for smoking out the mosquitoes. On the south 
side are pendant, 1st. the Bank, a string of cash 
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about 80 or 90, a fan, a small basket containing a 
few opium pills and our stock of tea, my hat which 
cost 30 cash; I have covered it with oiled paper. 
I am sitting on a bamboo stool which belongs to 
the former occupiers of the place, my foot resting on 
another given Mr. Partridge by the towka (I sup- 
pose the head jailer). Opposite is the door, behind 
it the bucket; on my left is the window, on the sill 
of which are two combs, one of which I bought for 
thirteen cash a few days after my arrival at this 
town, being money I had saved from the mace per 
day allowed us during the journey. My fan is stick- 
ing in the window, and I am writing with this 
book resting on a board painted red with black 
characters on it, and two green eyes above looking at 
them. I think this is all. No, I have forgotten to 
mention that on the south wall hang my long ell 
trousers given me by Kitchil, lascar, my grass cloth 
ones, given me by the lotier, and a pair of woollen 
socks given me by Francis ; and from the same string 
hangs Mr. Eoope's log. If you can call any thing 
in this list a luxury, you must recollect that we have 
only had it lately; for two months we had nothing, 
and were annoyed by myriads of fleas, bugs, lice, 
ants, musquitoes, and centipedes, without a possibility 
of getting rid of them, except by death or a miracle. 
I have on my back now the only shirt (and a wool- 
len one too) I h$ve had for nearly five months, and 
half a pair of cotton drawers are on my legs. I 
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omitted to mention, that on the north wall is my 
calendar. Every morning I scratch with the head of 
a rusty nail, the day of the month. We have also 
a third wooden stool lent to us by Aticoa. Em- 
ployed we are, but the days are awfully tedious, and 
I am sadly at a loss for something to pass away the 
time, and feel the want of books. 

26th. — Up as usual: fine morning. Short of 
cash; no bread to my tea; no supper last night; 
and no prospect of getting any. At last they have 
commenced repairing our roof, and we have in 
consequence been in a nice mess all day; but it 
assisted to pass the time away. Washed the blankets. 
Mandarins employed at bluebutton's trying pri- 
soners. 

27th. — Up as usual: beautiful morning. For the 
last three nights I have suffered from the nightmare: 
in the first night I was in a ship, looking out for 
Chapel Island in the English Channel, when we got 
among the rollers, and I never was in such a 
fright while awake: the second night I was a real 
personage in the Miller and his Men, convinced 
that I was to have my throat cut : last night it was 
something about Macao, but I forget what : I sup- 
pose it arises from the stomach and want of exer- 
cise. Received a short chit from Captain Denham, 
by our mandarin's pipebearer. Captain Denham's 
lotier is absent somewhere, and our fellow is doing 
duty for him. Captain Denham has been told the 
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same yarn about a house being furnished for us. 
He is unwell again : he has given Heen two cattees 
for me, which I have not received. Gave the 
pipe-bearer a small packet for Denham, and wrote 
another, in case of Heen's arrival. Very warm day. 
In the afternoon Heen came into the yard, and sat 
down on a stool a short time by the old man. He 
then came over to our gate, and the boy opened it 
for him, and immediately went over to the head- 
jailer's place with the excuse of bringing him some 
tea: the old man's son was in our outer yard. 
When the tea was brought and drunk, Heen asked 
for a pipe, and came inside, followed by the old 
man's son, and I then saw that he was suspected ; 
so I returned into my den, and put my letter away, 
determined that it should not be my fault if he was 
found out, and I kept aloof during his stay. While 
lighting his pipe he endeavoured to give a chit to 
one of the sea-cunnies, but failed; and the boy, who 
just returned at the time, as well as the old man's 
son, both saw it. In a few minutes the head- 
jailer came and sat down inside until Heen went 
away. Heen behaved very well; and after coming 
inside saw that he was watched, so did not try any 
more; indeed it would have been folly to have 
done so. When he went out the head-jailer fol- 
lowed, and said something to him. I was very glad 
to see him go through the gates, for I fully expected 
to see him seized every minute and searched, 
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From the quarrels and rows there were afterwards, 
I doubt if he is yet safe : however, it is not my 
fault : I told him before always to stuff the letters 
into a cake, which, if he had done, he would have 
never been discovered. They were evidently on 
the look-out for him, and suspected something from 
his first arrival; and as this is the first time he has 
been since the captain was at Redbutton's, I dare 
say they think he is the channel of communication 
with Amoy. Won't I take the first opportunity of 
paying our jailers for this. Rain in the evening. 

29th. — Up as usual : dull morning : surf veiy 
plain all night. The mice have taken away Cap- 
tain Denham's letter. Wrote to Captain Denham, 
but am afraid we shall not have a chance of send- 
ing it. Rain and squalls throughout the day. Last 
night prisoners were brought in, said to be the 
Tamsin rebels, thirty-five in number. This tallies 
with the yarn told Captain Denham about that part of 
the island being in a state of rebellion. CaptainJDen- 
tiam has been told by somebody that we are to be 
given up when all the places. which, the JjJngUsIi 
have taken are restored; and that we a re to b e 
weii treated; 7 and I have now made up my mind 
that we are not to get out of this till January, and 
shall therefore make strong efforts to get to live 
with the captain. Having observed, for some time, 
a reluctance and sulkiness about serving the food 
out among our opposite neighbours at meal-time: 
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I asked this morning Lewis about it, and it came 
out that they said they had observed me call one 
of the jailers to look how much he gave himself, 
which was the reason they would not serve it out. 
Of course this was all a lie, and I told them so in 
plain language; for I was disgusted at their believ- 
ing me guilty of such an action; and determined 
from that moment to have nothing more to say 
to them; and at the evening meal made the 
jailer bring our food into the prison. Within the 
last week or so the cooks have shown a disposition 
to improve our food, which has been met by the 
sea-cunnies by all sorts of growling. Now three of 
us can mess aloof, and keep ourselves free from all 
these rows. The fact is, the food lately has been 
much better than they ever got on board the ship, 
for a continuance; and it would serve them right if 
the Chinese returned to the tittlebats and greens 
again. Our jailer short of cash, and trying to be 
very civil; but by the Lord, if I catch him trip- 
ping! Commenced a regular walking exercise; did 
about two miles and a quarter. By-the-by, the 
gunner knew the cause of the sulkiness over the 
way a week ago, and never said any thing. He is 
a curious man. 

30th. — Up as usual. Thick rainy morning, with 
fresh breeze from N.E. Surf still very distinct. 
Did not get to sleep before three sticks last night, 
and then dreamed I was with the general, taking 
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towns, &c. Cloudy and overcast day, with fresh 
breeze from N.W., and squalls throughout the 
whole day. The head jailer sends us a plate of 
sweet potatoes in addition to each meal. The pipe- 
bearer won't even look this way: I suspect he 
does not like the risk of taking letters. I can't 
blame him, and shall not press the matter. The 
bricklayers have done little or no good to our roof. 
The holan told us we are going to redbutton's, 
when the rain and wind are over. I wish to God 
we could get anywhere out of this place; for I am 
disgusted more and more every day. Accomplished 
nearly four miles of exercise this day. 

August 1st. — Dull dark morning; up as usual. 
Finished the other volume of Log, and commenced 
this. Very warm. Slept well last night. Al- 
ternate showers and sunshine, with light squalls 
throughout the day. Late in the afternoon some of 
the redbuttons men came, and Mr. Partridge and 
the gunner were taken away to Quan's, where they 
were joined by Mr. Eoope, and proceeded to red- 
button's. At first a few questions were asked them 
concerning the chart which the captain had drawn, 
and they had pasted on a large sheet of thick paper 
the passages to Indian ports., marked in red ink. 
The shroff, as usual, had a great deal to say; and 
among other things told the redbutton that the 
English had no factory at Canton now. What the 
devil does he mean. After this Mr. Eoope was asked 
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why he had been kicking up a row at Quan's. He 
said that Captain Denham had been dangerously ill, 
and would die unless removed to a better place of 
abode, and reminded redbutton of his promise that 
we five should live together at his place. He was 
answered that the gale of wind had blown down the 
commencement of the building, but that it would be 
finished in a few days, and then we should go. Mr. 
Roope then requested that I might be allowed to see 
Captain Denham. The redbutton pointed to the 
gunner, and seemed to have made some mistake be- 
tween gunner and Gully. Mr. Roope told him that 
he had not seen me. He then promised that I 
should see Captain Denham to-morrow. Mr.Partridge 
and the gunner were then taken to Quan's office 
to see Captain Denham, and they found him looking 
very ill, but he was a little better than he had been. 
Mr. Roope said he had been so ill that he did not 
expect him to live. I am afraid that if he has any 
more attacks in the wretched damp hole in which he 
is, that it will bring him very near death's door. At 
present I don't think there is any danger, and if we 
could get to live together, that his health would im- 
prove. Mr. Roope sent us two mace and Chu Sam y ats 
gave us one. Mr. Partridge and the gunner then 
went to see the sea-cunnies, who were all well, and 
their place looking very clean. They saw my boy 
and the lascars who have got a good place for exer- 
cise, and all have had clothes given them. They 
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have good grub and are allowed four cash a day 
each, so that all hands are better treated than our- 
selves here. Indeed from all accounts our mandarin 
is a great brute, and the short time he was doing 
duty for Quan was awfully severe with the criminals, 
and sent two with their right hands all blackened 
over, to the rcdbutton for his approval of the sen- 
tence, which Vas to have the hands cut off. I did not 
hear the crime. Quat, who up to a late period had 
been jailer to the captain, and was a great favourite 
when I was there, had been behaving so badly alto- 
gether of late, and had robbed them twice, that Mr. 
Eoope complained to the mandarin, who licked him 
well, and they do not know what has now become 
of him. The last time he had robbed them of thir- 
teen mace, and brought back two dollars, which he 
offered to Mr. Eoope; he had been gambling, I sup- 
pose. They now have an old man who cooks for 
them, and Chu Sam y ats acts as their banker. Mr. 
Partridge and the gunner returned about nine o'clock. 
While they were away the man who took them 
came back and told every body that the redbutton 
had given them money. This was evidently done to 
cause a disturbance with the sea-cunnies. I do not 
know why, but on thinking over the circumstances, 
I am of opinion that the junior mandarins have some 
reason for keeping me away from the redbutton, 
and seem to shun me altogether. That villain of a 
shroff has been telling them some lie or other. It is 
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my luck. I am getting heartily tired out. Until 
within the last week I have contrived to keep my 
spirits up better than most of the others, but I am 
now done up, and I really think have lost all pluck. 
The captain's illness and the non-receipt of the ex- 
pected letter from Amoy I suppose to be the cause, 
coupled with the disappointment of living with the 
captain. I must try and keep up, I suppose ; God 
help me. As to going to-morrow to Quan's, I don't 
believe a word of it, any more than I believe we are 
going to live together at redbutton's. 

2d. — Dull morning with hard showers; clearing 
up about 11 a.m. Washed planks. Up as usual, 
passed a very bad night. My companions observed 
lots of singsong pigeon, and the redbutton has ano- 
ther mandarin next door licking prisoners during 
their examination. I got yesterday, per Mr. Roope, a 
letter from Francis, who amusingly enough begs me 
to have the goodness " to take him out of this in- 
fernalprison" I wish I could, poor boy, or myself 
either. He gives a sad account of the sickness of the 
lascars. The captain has been told the same yarn by 
Quan that we were by Sam y ats, viz. that we were 
to go to the redbutton's in ten days. Walked five 
miles yesterday ; upwards of four to-day, and washed 
planks. While taking my exercise in the yard to- 
day, a man came to the gate and made a noise like 
a pig. Mr. Partridge was sitting on the stool outside, 
and remarked to me that " he had thrown a piece 
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of crockery ware for me to tread on" (I had no 
shoes on). I was vexed at this and stooped down to 
pick up the crockery to throw at him again, when I 
found it to be a paper with something inside it. I 
looked up at the man and immediately recognised 
him as the same man who took Captain Denham's 
letter when I was at Quan's. When I could examine 
it without being observed, I did so, and found it 
contained five cash, and was written on as follows: 
" The bearer brought Captain Denham's letter, he 
and his brother are pilots." It was signed Duncan 
Forbes, and dated 14th May; the same date, I think, 
as Captain Forbes's letter. I can only suppose, from 
these circumstances, that Mr. Koope's conjecture is 
right, and that the man has lost Captain Denham's 
second letter to Amoy, is afraid to return to Quan's 
for another, and has come here for one. I immediately 
wrote one, and we shall be on the look out for him. 
I trust he will return for it. It turned out a fine day, 
but I was not taken to see the captain according to 
promise. In the evening Aticoa told us we were 
positively going to redbutton's in three days. He 
said the mandarins had said so; therefore I don't 
believe it, and I would rather now remain here a 
little longer, to give the junkman a chance. 

3d. — Very heavy rain during the night, and our 
roof leaking as bad as ever. Up as usual. A dull rainy 
morning. Rewrote my letter to Captain Forbes. Wrote 
to Captain Denham informing him of the appear- 
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ance of the junkman. The boy came in suddenly 
and saw me folding Denham's letter, but I don't 
think he said any thing. He is rather afraid of me. 
Yesterday evening and this morning the old jailer 
swearing like fury. He is short of cash, knows we 
have some and will not give him a chance of steal- 
ing any. In my letter to Captain Forbes, have told 
him of our wretched situation, of the captain's 
health, imprisonment of the Nerbudda's men, want of 
medicine, suspicion of shroff, lies of mandarins, death 
of lascars, &c. About 11 a.m., while playing draughts 
with Mr. Partridge (the rain having driven all the 
others inside), the junkman came to the gates. The 
old man was luckily out selling baskets, the young 
man drunk with opium, and the boy playing 
draughts inside. I beckoned him, without moving, 
to go to our gate, which he immediately did, and 
Mr. Partridge did the same. Teug was outside his 
door. The man went right up to Aticoa's room, 
called in Teng, gave him some betel and told him 
he was going to have a ship drawn by the monna's 
people. He slipped out, gave a piece of paper, and 
received the letter to Captain Forbes. I only said 
100 dollars; he said " how, how," made signs that 
he was off in a junk, and away he went, and de- 
lighted I was to see him go. Not a soul had the 
least suspicion, 1 then told the sea-cunnies of it, 
and gave them instructions how to act if I am 
absent and the answer comes. So far so good, and 
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I have no doubt we are under the special care of 
providence, for had we gone as we intended, to live 
with Captain Denham we should have missed this, 
perhaps, the only opportunity that may occur of 
communicating with Amoy, so whatever may hap- 
pen now I shall think it to be for the best. A nasty 
drizzly rainy day; it prevented me walking more 
than four miles and a quarter, but could not damp 
my spirits. The mandarin was not out all day. 
Added the good news to the letter to Captain 
Denham, 

4th. — Hard rain throughout the night. Slept 
well, but dreamed of being shipwrecked twice and 
burnt out of a ship once. Saw two dead Mends. 
Was going to a ball at Greenwich, and from there 
to the highlands. What can possibly be the cause 
of this. I always wake with a dead weight at 
my chest. Up as usual, a dark rainy morning, and 
seeing the mandarin going out has suggested to me 
that it may be interesting to any person into whose 
hands this may fall to know something of his esta- 
blishment, as it proves that he must have per- 
quisites as well as his regular salary, which we are 
told is only 100 dollars a month. His head-servant, 
Sam y ats, a sort of secretary; two clerks under him, 
Kin-twya, Ayung-twya, and another, name un- 
known; two tailors. These are in-door servants. 
Palee, the man who sings out to the out-door ser- 
vants the mandarin's orders, and receives chops, 
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chits, and cards. Kin Siung ya, a man who repeats 
his orders personally to whomsoever they may be 
sent; he also is supposed to keep the court clean. 
Five palanquin-bearers, four of whom carry the 
palanquin, and one the umbrella. Four men with 
comical conical caps, who sing out and carry rat- 
tans. Four police runners. A man in front who de- 
livers the mandarin's card, and his pipe-bearer who 
walks by the side of the palanquin. Besides these, 
there are, I think, two in-door coolies and one " sa" 
who lives outside. Of their pay I can say nothing cer- 
tain. The palanquin-bearers, at least one ( Aticoa) 
gets eight dollars per month. There are also living in 
the house two young men who appear to be com- 
pleting their education, as a schoolmaster comes 
every morning, and several other pupils with him, 
and they leave in the evening. Independent of all 
these are the cooks and jailers, women servants (if 
any), and a barber, who comes every morning to 
shave the mandarin and dress his wife or wives' 
hair. (This, by his own account.) Jailers, we 
have an old man, his son, and a boy about fourteen 
years of age; over the opposite side live the cooks, 
the principal jailers, with the Bengalese and Chinese 
prisoners. The Towka and a quiet old man have the 
superintendence of all. To show how universal is 
the use of opium, I need only say that all the above 
whom I have had the opportunity of noticing smoke 
opium, with the exception of one boy who lived 
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with us some time, and left because lie could not 
agree with the old man. He is now doing duty 
over the way, I have marked with a cross all 
those I have seen smoking or cleaning their pipes.* 
They all say that the mandarin smokes. I am 
sorry to say I think another custom is also very 
common, from what Aticoa told me about the boy 
here, and from what Captain Denham observed in 
his former prison. It is considered disgraceful, but 
not with the abhorrence and disgust it justly merits 
in our country, and I doubt if it is in the list of the 
punishable crimes. I have omitted to mention 
above, a little good-tempered girl about ten years 
old, named Ko-ne-o, who runs about the court, and 
is a great favourite with every body. She often 
stops to have a chat with Mr. Partridge. This and 
a little baby, who delights me by dirtying the dresses 
of every body who tries to pet it (and they are 
many), are the mandarin's children. The two 
scholars are said to mess with the mandarin. In 
addition to the above, concerning opium smoking, 
when I was at the captain's prison, it was there 
practised morning, noon, and night, from the boy 
about fourteen years of age, to the old gate-keeper. 
Rain all day. Walked five miles. 

5th. — Heavy rain all night. Ditto morning, up 
as usual, dreamed I was at Macao, at A. J 's, 

* The tailors, Palee, the palanquin-bearers, the rattan men, 
the cooks, the old man, his son, and the boy. 
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who told me I was 3000 dollars richer than when 
I went to Tyman. I hope it may prove true. A 
very uncomfortable morning before daylight. Pain- 
ful tightness about my chest. I suppose this rain 
will put off our going to redbutton's; I suppose it 
is all for the best. Warm day with a few light 
showers. The boy's father here all day smoking 
opium with the old man. Took his son's clothes 
out of pawn where the old thief had put them, and 
bought opium with the money. In the afternoon 
Partridge saw Quat coming to the great gates. He 
beckoned him, and asked if he would take a letter, 
but as we were giving it to him the old man sent him 
away. He loitered about the gates, and we made 
the chit fast to a brick and threw it to him, telling 
him to take it to Newman. He picked it up and 
off he went. 

Here the journal of Mr. Gully ends. He had 
got to the end of a little paper book which he had 
made, and it would seem as if he then possessed no 
means of continuing his diary. In all probability 
the refusal to allow him to draw pictures for the 
Chinese had deprived him of the opportunity of 
secreting for his own use a little of the paper 
furnished him for drawing. He afterwards seems 
to have obtained one single leaf, and a new journal 
appears to have been begun on the very day on 
which he was murdered. He was perhaps inter- 
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rupted in the act of beginning it and led away 
to death, for he has only written these words, 
" 1843, Aug. 10; Attempted to boil water without 
fire, but curiously enough failed!" He had made 
a calendar on a small piece of paper, having written 
in the figures from the 13 th of May to November the 
10th inclusive. Each day appears to have been 
blotted out as it passed away, and in this calendar 
the 9th of August is the last day so blotted. The 
10th is wholly unmarked. 



The annexed diagram is a facsimile of the calendar. 
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Shortened sail at six p. m. to the topsails and jib, 
keeping the same course. At eight, squally, with 
continued rain, lowered the topsails on the cap, and 
steered south-south-west. At ten, in first reefe, still 
keeping the sails on the cap ; continued thick rain. 
At 11. 30, squally, with hard rain, sent the crew 
aloft to take in the second reefs, intending to heave- 
to till daylight, and being by account twelve or fif- 
teen miles to the north-east of Ockseu, and fearful I 
should run past Chin Chew during the night, 
worked up the dead reckoning carefully; indeed, 
this I did every four hours, and allowed one mile 
and a half per hour, south-east current. Mr. Gully 
more than once asked me if I was not steering too 
much to the westward. The fore topsail was soon 
reefed, and I had sent the gunner forward to spill 
the after-yards, the men not being able to reef the 
sail in consequence of the strength of the wind, and 
it being nearly aft. While in the act of doing this, 
a man aloft sang out " Land on the larboard bow:" 
put the helm down immediately when he again sung 
out " Land on the starboard bow." The vessel im- 
mediately struck about midships on a reef. We could 
see nothing from the deck, the night being one of the 
darkest I think I ever experienced, together with 
thick rain; the breakers could neither be seen nor 
heard till we were on the reef. Clewed up the top- 
sails as soon as possible, the sea breaking clean over 
us, and taking every thing moveable with it, and 

G 
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forging the brig further on the reef. About two 
minutes after we struck, a very heavy sea struck 
her, taking her completely over the reef, and tearing 
the rudder-wheel, which broke in two pieces, and 
with it broke the stern-post. The wind was now 
on the larboard quarter and the brig fell on her 
larboard side, the sea almost staving the decks in. 
Kept the masts up, in the hopes they would help to 
lay her over on her starboard bilge, which, after 
one or two seas striking her, she did: we immedi- 
ately cut them both away, and commenced clearing 
the long-boat. On taking off the hatches to get 
her masts and sails up, found the hold full of water, 
and the water-casks floating in the hold: sent im- 
mediately to get the powder and magazines up, but 
found them completely damaged. The tide now 
began to leave us, the bulwarks along the starboard 
side were nearly all gone : the quarter-boat, bin- 
nacle, and loose spars, and in fact every thing that 
could be washed away, was; and it was with 
the greatest difficulty that any one could hold 
on: the chief and third mates, and some lascars, 
were washed from their hold, but fortunately suo 
ceeded in getting a gripe of the main rigging. Till 
now I had thought we were on one of the Samyets, 
but the rain holding up a bit, I saw the low land 
close-to, and feared we were on Formosa. The tide 
leaving us fast the vessel was quite easy, and I now 
sawthat her stern frame was entirely gone: I deter- 
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mined to wait till daylight and see where we were, 
and see what chance there was of being able to send 
the long-boat to procure us assistance, and if pos- 
sible save the freight of treasure we had on board; 
[the cutter was unfortunately stove by the fall of the 
foremast, and the other boat, as before mentioned, 
washed away. 
P" The powder, as well a3 all the cartridges were 
damaged: we turned to, to make musket cartridges, 
with some fine powder I had, and what we could 
pick out from the damaged: at this we worked till 
near daylight, making in all about four cartridges for 
each musket: some of the rest of the people were 
employed putting food, water, compasses, and sails, 
&c., in the long-boat; after this I made all the 
people put on the best clothes they could get, giving 
my own, the officers and Mr. Gully doing the same, 
. many of them put on two, and some three shirts, 
\ and Guernsey frocks. 

March 11th. — At daydawn continued stronggale* 
and being low water the brig was high and dry. 
A Chinese came down to the beach, when the carpen- 
ter was sent to ask him the name of this place, and 
(get what information he could. The man was very 
frightened and ran away. We got him at last but 
could make nothing of him. As the day broke 
found we were on Formosa. I then called all hands 
together, and told them my determination to leave 
the wreck, and try if we could not get possession of 

g2 
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some small junks, the mast-heads of which we could 
just see as the light increased, begging them all to 
keep close together, and not straggle. As soon as it 
was well daylight we saw the quarter-boat and loose 
spars nearly a quarter of a mile from us. The brig 
was on a shingly beach, with black sand and several 
straggling rocks. Outside of us, on a line with the 
beach, was a long reef as far as we could see, and 
which we must have been forced over. Fortunately 
when we struck it was high water spring tides; had 
it been half or quarter ebb every one on board must 
have perished. It was also impossible to get the 
long-boat out through the reef, there not being 
the smallest gap in the long line of rocks over 
which the sea was breaking very high and violently 
— it would have been madness to attempt it. 
Thus situated, our only chance of saving our lives 
appeared to be in getting on board the Chinese boats, 
and trying to get over to the main land. I was fear- 
ful also that the vessel would go to pieces, as the 
tide coming in, and the wind and sea increasing, ren- 
dered our remaining in the wreck very dangerous; 
(thisproved afterwards tobethecase, as either twenty- 
five or twenty-eight Chinese were drowned in her 
that tide, as I heard some time afterwards). Ac- 
cordingly, all agreeing with me, we started about 
seven a.m., with nothing but our arms, a few extra 
clothes, and a sextant, chart epitome, and spy-glass. 
I again gave particular orders not to straggle, but 
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keep close together. LJWe commenced our march 
over a sandy plain to the north-eastward, where we 
had seen the boats. There were many fresh water 
streams, which we crossed about knee deep, and 
more inland we saw here and there a few straggling 
huts. Making the best of our way for the boats, 
about eight or half-past eight we came up to the 
creek in which they were. It was very narrow, 
about fifty feet at low water; they were all aground. 
When they saw us they beckoned us to come on 
board, which we did, the water not being much 
above our knees: they were at chow chow. My- 
self, Mr. Gully, officers, and about half the men, 
went into the largest junk, the remainder of the 
people went to the one close astern of her. I be- 
lieve there were four or five junks in all, but all 
very small, the largest I should say about fifty tons; 
they were also deeply laden with rice and ground 
nuts. The wind was blowing directly into the 
creek, off the mouth of which was a continuation of 
(I suppose) the same reef we struck on. Our only 
chance now was a shift of wind, for had even the 
breeze moderated and continued as it was we could 
not get out of the creek till the sea went down, 
unless blessed with a change of wind. 

I now got the carpenter to explain to the junk- 
men that if they would take us to Chin Chew or 
Chimoi I would pay them 3000 dollars. He said 
he could not say, as his master was on shore, but 
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that they were going to Chin Chew in a day or two, 
or as soon as the wind moderated. He told us to wait 
and he would tell us by and by, but that at present we 
could not get out of the creelOThis was too true, and 
all of us saw our chance oftscHpe at present hopeless. 
To add to our miseries it now began to rain, and we 
were as close as we could stow in the junk. I now 
learnt that two of our party, the principal shroff 
and one lascar, in consequence of straggling, had been 
seized by the Chinese, who were mustering in strong 
parties, and hundreds were hastening to the wreck. 
I sent the chief mate with the best ten men I could 
pick out to see if he could not get them ; but he 
very prudently shortly after returned in consequence 
of the numerous bodies of armed natives who were 
'advancing towards us from all quarters. The North 
shore was completely covered with men, all armed 
with spears, matchlocks, and long knives, many with 
shields. The junk was now afloat (10. 30. a.m.), 
but in consequence of the heavy wind we could do 
nothing but submit to our fate. I saw plainly there 
was nothing for us but imprisonment, perhaps death. 
To avert the latter I would not allow a single shot* 
to be fired. Shortly after, two decent looking men 
beckoned us to go on shore. This we declined 
doing, hoping the breeze might moderate or shift, 
and give us the slightest chance of escape. Finding 
we refused to go on shore they went away. They 
were attended by a large body of soldiers, and most 
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of those collected on the beach were soldiers, with 
their jackets turned inside out to hide their uniform; 
I should say there were about 500 men within ten 
yards of us. For some time they contented them- 
selves with using very threatening gestures. At 
last they began stoning us, and very soon demolished 
the mat covering over the junk. This annoyed the 
junk-men very much ; they wished us to fire on 
them, but I would not allow it. They also attempted 
to cut the junks' cables, which were on shore. One 
fellow in particular was very active, but the junk- 
man pointed a musket at him whenever he went 
near the hawser, and again begged me to shoot him; 
but I again declined, and had the greatest difficulty 
in preventing some of my people from firing who 
had been struck by the stones ; seeing no chance of 
being able to get the junk out of the creek, it 
woidd have been madness to commence hostilities, 
especially as we had not more than four rounds of 
cartridges each. We could certainly have killed 
many of them; and had we had plenty of ammuni- 
tion, I should have stuck out to the last ; had we 
fired all we had away, they could have stoned us out 
of the junk, or at low water set fire to her. I there- 
fore determined to wait and trust to chance for our 
deliverance. We did not give ourselves up, as from 
the gestures of these savages we could expect no- 
thing but instant death. The rain now descended 
in torrents, and they went behind a kind of sand- 
bank to one or .two huts, and some sheds, about 
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sixty yards off, and commenced firing some match- 
locks; but I think merely for the purpose of intimi- 
dating us — at least such we conjectured. 

In the afternoon the tide falling rapidly, they 
again made their appearance, joined by a mandarin 
in a chair, and another body of soldiers ; the man- 
darin shortly went away to about half a mile dis- 
tance, where the chair put down, and there he 
stopped. Shortly after this they came on board 
two or three at a time, till the junk was quite full, 
when the rest made a rush, and I then gave up all 
the arms we had, expecting that we should be taken 
prisoners as we stood ; but no sooner were they in 
possession of the arms, than they commenced strip- 
ping us in the most brutal manner, with their knives 
drawn, and threatening to murder us. We were 
knocked down, and almost every rag taken from us; 
my cap and shoes, with a refinement of cruelty, 
they tore off and pitched overboard ; many of us 
were as naked as we were born; they left me with 
a part of a Guernsey frock, and a small part of a 
pair of drawers; every one in this junk suffered the 
same, lascars, sea-cunnies, and all, with the excep- 
tion of the Chinese shroff and carpenter. It was 
intensely cold, and blowing a strong N.E. gale, 
with heavy rain ; we tried to get into the junk's 
cabin, but at every attempt were struck over the 
hands and feet, and driven from our purpose. After 
they had stripped us, they started off, and made a 
signal with a handkerchief on a spear, which was 
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answered by the mandarin's party, who immediately 
advanced, and pretended to be very active in dis- 
persing the wretches who were running off with 
their plunder in all directions. He then beckoned 
us down, and the junk-men getting sticks, knives, 
&c. to drive us out of the junk, we gave ourselves 
up ; and thus naked, cold, and weary, were given in 
charge of three or four soldiers to each of us. Our 
party in the other junk were not stripped, they did 
not even board her. We now commenced our 
wretched march, or rather run, for they kept us on 
a kind of trot, the wind and rain continuing. I 
never felt the cold so bitter; we suffered greatly in our 
feet, having no shoes on ; and our route being over a 
beach, covered with rugged shingle, broken shells 
of all kinds, our feet were consequently cut severely 
at every step, and our route might be traced by the 
blood ; it was horrid, and even now makes me 
shudder, and wonder we did not drop on the road. 
We passed close to the unfortunate brig, and for 
miles the scene of plunder was most wretched, the 
ground covered with all kinds of boxes, chests of 
drawers, casks, and in fact, every description of ar- 
ticle the imagination can picture ; the vessel, at 
least what remained of it, was swarming with sol- 
diers, and parties were running in all directions with 
the ill-gotten spoil. I turned to go on board for the 
purpose of getting hold of any thing that would cover 
me, but was knocked down by one of my guard, and 
almost stunned by a blow on the head from the 
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butt-end of a spear. However, lie brought me to 
my feet and senses by applying the point, and 
threatening by gestures to run me through if I did 
not start on. I did so as well as I could, and fol- 
lowed the rest. We crossed several streams, and a 
few houses or huts here and there; at last about six, 
p. m. we crossed one larger than common, in which 
were several junks moored, the water was up to our 
middle ; on the opposite side was a small village, 
and here we were halted, and all of us who had ar- 
rived, were put into a sort of barn, full of paddy- 
husk. Glad were we of this bed, bad as it was* 
After begging a time, I got a drink of water, my 
tongue was so parched I could not speak. We very 
soon buried ourselves in the paddy, but it pricked us 
very much. In about an hour they brought us 
each a basin of warm congou, which was very ac- 
ceptable; but we could get nothing in the shape of 
clothes. The distance we must have come, I should 
say, was about ten miles, bare foot and naked, and 
the coldest day I ever recollect in China. Many of 
our party were missing ; the officer's servant and 
ship's cook fell down dead on the road from cold 
and fatigue. William Norris, sea-cunny, was brought 
in in a basket, naked and senseless, and several 
others during the night in the same manner ; the 
wretches tumbled them out of the baskets like 
can of wood, and then left them to recover or 
perish. The rest missing, were the gunner 
and some sea-cunnies and lascars, about sixty, I 
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think; these we heard were taken to some other 
place where a petty mandarin lived, and were 
better treated by some women who gave them 
some rags to cover themselves with (they being 
stark-naked), and some Chinese wine and bread or 
cakes. After our fatigue we very soon fell asleep, 
and painful to our skin as the paddy was, slept 
soundly all night. 

15th. — We were here much too closely confined 
to even guess at the weather, but about noon were 
greatly rejoiced at seeing the gunner and his party 
arrive. They had been much better treated and 
had, as before mentioned, clothes given them; the 
latter of a kind that would under other circum- 
stances have created a laugh. The gunner was 
dressed in a kind of kilt or petticoat, with a child's 
cap on his head; the rest much after the same 
fashion. The cause of this apparent kindness was 
I think on account of the gunner having a mermaid 
and other similar things pricked on both his arms, 
from which the Chinese thought, and indeed during 
the whole of our captivity continued to believe, he 
was a great man, but of what rank could not deter- 
mine. Our food as yesterday. 

17th.— We were all taken out this morning and 
placed before a bench of mandarins, and each as he 
passed had his tally taken from his neck. He was 
then handcuffed and one mace given. After this he 
was placed in an old chair, lashed on bamboos 
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and taken out of the town according to his number 
under a guard of three or four soldiers, each man 
with a runner who had charge of the key of his 
prisoner's irons and his mace. We were preceded 
and followed by a small troop of cavalry, and in 
this way we were marched in a south south-west- 
erly direction as near as I could judge by the sun, 
which was very powerful. The roads were very bad, 
and many of us encountered falls owing to the slip- 
pery state of the ground and the narrow pathways. 
We have observed that the regular soldiers were 
well armed; the matchlock being kept in good 
order, and apparently of a superior make to what 
any of us had seen used by the Chinese; many of 
them had the appearance of being rifles, the bar- 
rels being cut outside six square, and were very 
clean; most of them, however, were ragged, and 
armed with spear and sword, also the rattan shield, 
but they were universally dirty in their persons. 
The first part of this day's march we passed through 
cornfields, and the country was fairly though not 
highly cultivated, but the rice or paddy fields 
appear to be the best cultivated of any I have ever 
seen in China. In passing through these places we 
were abused and called all manner of names; our 
hair occasionally pulled by way of amusement; they 
also threw all sorts of filth at us, and the children, 
and often full-grown men spit at us as we were car- 
ried along: the women were better behaved, and a 
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few looked on us with much apparent sympathy m 
They are, I think, the ugliest race of females I ever saw 
in China, owing perhaps to the constant chewing of 
the beetle-nut and chuman, which makes their teeth 
as black as ink, and when they open their mouths it 
is like a round black hole, neither teeth nor tongue 
being discernible, all being alike quite black; which 
contrasts strongly with the face, which in almost 
all classes, even the lowest, is painted or rather 
powdered white. They have almost all the small 
feet, but all appear to take great pains in dressing 
the hair; even women labouring in the fields have 
their heads dressed either with natural or artificial 
flowers, and all have earrings, even children in arms 
have this apparently indispensable ornament. At 
one of our halting-places a fellow swore I was a 
woman and insulted me. I gave him a blow that 
astonished him a little, and proved pretty plainly 
that I was not, at all events, one of the gentle sex. 
Being handcuffed he got the weight of both hands, 
and the benefit of the irons, which cut his lips very 
much. The bystanders appeared to enjoy this; for 
they all pointed at him as he got on his legs, and 
burst into shouts of laughter. The fellow wenfc 
away swearing heartily: no doubt he would have 
retaliated but the soldiers prevented him. We saw 
to-day several carts of a very rude sort, the body 
made of bamboo wicker-work, and the wheels a 
large circular piece of wood. These were fixed to 
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the axletree, which of course revolved with the 
wheels, the body of the cart being connected with 
this by large cleats in which the axletree worked. 

About sunset we arrived at our halting-place, a 
large and densely populated town, with high red 
brick walls; there was a small hill close to it with a 
fort on it. For some miles before we arrived here 
the country was thickly covered with paddy-fields 
and swamps, with here and there small hamlets 
surrounded by trees, of which the bamboo was most 
conspicuous from its height and splendid foliage. In 
one part of our day's march we saw the mast-heads of 
a few small junks. On entering the town we were 
surrounded by the natives, who crowded round us 
in hundreds, spitting at us and behaving in a most 
brutal way j so much so, that it was quite a relief to 
get to our quarters, which I suppose were about the 
centre of the town, and were the common jail, in the 
middle of which were the stocks. The jail was 
built of wood and two sides of it were stout bars of 
the same material. To get to this wretched place 
we had to pass through several passages and doors, 
at each of which was a guard. We were stowed in 
two of these with a space about twelve feet square 
between us, and all round the yard were other 
similar dens full of the most miserable objects I 
ever saw in the shape of human nature. Soon after 
our arrival we had some rice and a sprinkling of 
salt greens; also some salt fish, but so little that any 



KEPT BY CAPT. DENHAM. 95 

one who got a piece was considered fortunate. The 
fish was only the tails, fins, and snouts chopped up 
small, and I am certain there was not a quarter of 
an inch of this for each man. On the whole, during 
our stay here, the food was most abominable, and 
nothing but the pangs of hunger could have made 
us eat it. 

18th. — Very cold, and to add to our miserable 
situation it rained all night, and continued to rain 
while we remained in this town; the roof of the 
prison leaking all over, kept us wet and cold. Before 
breakfast I was called for by the jailers and a China- 
man named Ayum (who had been many years ago 
a servant to a gentleman at Singapore, and had 
picked up a few words of Hindostannee), and by 
them taken out of the prison to a large court-house, 
where I saw three mandarins in state. On appear- 
ing before these officers I was made to kneel down, 
and saw close to me the carpenter and shroff, both 
kneeling, and resting with their hands on the ground. 
The mandarin then commenced his examination of 
me by asking what ship it was, and if I was the cap- 
tain. I told him I was, and that the vessel was an 
American; this they appeared to know was an un- 
truth, as it certainly was, and to prove to me the 
contrary, they showed me an English ensign, and 
had a board brought out with several flags painted 
on it, but I was too far off to distinguish them. 
Seeing the mistake I had made, I said immediately 
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it was an English vessel, and that I was the captain 
or head man on board. I was then asked if it was 
not a ship of war ? I answered no. How many 
guns we had, the quantity of powder, small-arms, 
and number of men, and many similar questions, all 
which I answered with strict truth. They then de- 
clared it was a ship of war, and on my again denying 
it I was threatened with torture, and a kind of frame 
brought in and placed before me; however I still 
stuck out. They then began flogging both the car- 
penter and shroff on the face with a leather flap- 
per, consisting of four pieces of leather joined at the 
handle, and about the size of a palm of the hand, 
the ends about an inch apart. I was taken on 
one side after this, and told by the man Ayum that I 
must answer the mandarins' questions in a manner 
to please them, and that they would behave well to 
me; but if I did not, that I should be flogged and 
placed in the torture frame. I told him I would 
tell the truth and stick to it that the vessel was not 
a vessel of war, and if they liked they might kill me, 
but I would not answer them as they wished. He 
then went and spoke to the mandarin, who ordered 
me some breakfast, and I was taken out of irons, and 
had, such as it was, quite a hearty meal; they them- 
selves going to their breakfast in an inner room. I 
was crowded with people, and could hardly get a bit 
of air, so great was their curiosity to see me eat. On 
the return of the mandarins I was taken again before 
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them and placed on my knees. Shortly after one of 
them, on my asking, allowed me to sit down; this 
was ai great relief, as the other posture was most 
painful. They then commenced a series of questions, 
and finding Mr. Ayum was humbugging and telling 
lies (his knowledge of the language being confined to 
a few words), I requested the carpenter might act as 
interpreter, which, after a deal of bother, was al- 
lowed. Having asked and received all the answers 
regarding the vessel, they began a series of questions 
that would puzzle any one to recollect. They were 
very particular about the Queen ; how many hus- 
bands she had, and who Prince Albert was; how 
many children they had; and many of their ques- 
tions were of so indelicate a nature, that I told the 
carpenter I could not answer them; in fact no per- 
son would believe the gross (and frequently absurd) 
questions asked, and these by the government officers 
and men of rank. They brought some charts and a 
piece of newspaper, out of which I was ordered to 
read to them. This I did, of course much to their 
edification. They then asked about the war, and 
who the principals or mandarins were, taking down 
their names. Then they wanted to know if the 
English were not afraid of the Chinese/ and if I was 
not afraid. I told them that the English being then 
on their way to Pekin, did not look much like fear, 
and that I certainly was not afraid of them, because 
if they killed us the English would soon hear of it, 

u 
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and would come and burn all the towns on the island 
and kill all the troops. I was kept sitting here an- 
swering all their questions till about eight o'clock at 
night, when I was given some dinner, and afterwards 
taken in to where they were having theirs. One 
chap, after having picked and sucked the feet of a 
pig, gave them to me as a treat to finish. However, 
this I declined, and to my surprise was brought some 
from the dish, which was very good. They also gave 
me a cup of samshu, which I drank; this was the 
first time I ever tasted that liquor. They brought 
the brig's binnacle and compass, and questioned me 
till about 10 p. m., when I was dismissed, and hear- 
tily glad was I to get back, having been either sit- 
ting on the ground or on my knees, from seven in the 
morning. I wanted them to let me take some food 
to my unfortunate fellow-captives, but they would 
not allow it. During the day I asked them to let us 
have water to wash, not having had that luxury 
since the day of the wreck. They told me that it 
was against the laws, but gave me a basin of water 
to wash in, and a piece of dungru, about eight inches 
square, for a towel, and this was only allowed, in 
order that they might see how I washed myself. On 
my way back to prison, having been securely ironed, 
the carpenter and shroff said we should all have our 
heads cut off, that the mandarins were bad men — 
they had been licked over the face and back for not 
answering the questions as the mandarins wished 
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them, and begged me to answer in a manner that 
would give the wretches satisfaction; in other words 
tell lies. This I refused to do. The mandarins 
would have it that the ship was a man-of-war, and 
had gone to Formosa to look after the crew of the 
"Nerbudda" transport, the crew of which ship 
(wrecked about last September) the people told us 
were still on the island. This we did not believe, 
but afterwards found out it was true. Right glad was 
I to join my fellow-prisoners, for I was tired, and in 
spite of the wet floor and clothes, slept soundly all 
night. 

21st. — We resumed our journey this day, and ar- 
rived about sunset at another walled town, and were 
here confined in a large joss-house, which had been pre- 
pared for us; the floor being covered with straw, on 
which we slept very well, but the irons troubled us a 
great deal. Many of the people here managed to get 
their irons off, but I was not able to do the same. As 
soon as we were all settled down a scene of opium- 
smoking commenced. Every soldier had his pipe,which 
was carried openly and stuck in their belt like a knife. 
They made no hesitation of smoking before the man- 
darins, all of whom, I believe, use it more or less. 

24th. — Early in the morning we again resumed 
our march. We had a route to-day over a more 
hilly tract of country, and a sort of lake we crossed, 
very large, but not more than twelve or fifteen 
inches deep, the upper end of which was very pre- 

h2 
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cipitous, and looked like the walls of a town; but on 
approaching found it was earth presenting a flat 
surface, and quite perpendicular, and about thirty or 
forty feet high : we had to go round to get at a gap 
in it, up which we were taken. We met a re- 
ligious procession on the march, which to-day was 
shorter than our previous ones. About 2 p. m. we 
were all halted, but not allowed to get out of our 
chairs. Here we waited about one hour, when a 
mandarin and a company of soldiers came up with 
a list of us. Our numbers were then called over, 
and here we were separated, passing on in our turn. 
Mr. Gully, Partridge, the gunner, and seven men 
were taken into the town of Tywanfoo by a road 
to our left, and the rest of us entered it by a gate 
facing the sea. We were taken to a large court- 
house and placed on the ground, hundreds of people 
coming to look at us. The walls of this town, at 
the gate we entered, appeared to be in good repair, 
and about thirty feet high : we entered by the west 
gate, the other party by the east; there were seve- 
ral guns mounted facing the gates, and covered over 
with mats. The mandarins and followers had a 
deal of trouble in keeping the crowd away, or 
rather in trying so to do, so anxious were they to 
satisfy their curiosity. Finding they could not 
either drive or keep them off, we were separated 
into three parties, and put into three separate places 
of confinement : myself and eight others in a small 
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den, the five Chinamen in another, and the Lascars 
in a third, but all belonging to the same establish- 
ment; in which places we were immediately locked 
up. At night we had some rice, a few greens, and 
rather more fish than usual. From the place we 
were wrecked, which was called Tamsia, to this 
town (Tywanfoo), we made seven marches, and 
the distance, as well as I could guess, about 130 to 
140 miles, mostly in a S.S. W. direction. My fel- 
low-prisoners were Mr. Roope, chief mate, five sea- 
cunnies, the chief mate's servant, and one lascar. 
Our prison was about seven feet by eight, with the 
bucket in one corner. At night we all laid down 
to rest, but I could not sleep ; I did not like being 
separated from Mr. Gully and the rest of the Eu- 
ropeans. 

25th. — I was taken out by myself, and walked to 
an inner court-house, where I was placed on my 
knees and examined by the head mandarin of this 
establishment, who, I afterwards found out was the 
Quan or mayor of this Foo or town. He asked me 
many questions about the wreck, and had our car- 
penter as interpreter, as I could not understand 
Ayum (the Chinaman who acted as interpreter). 
He would have it that the Ann was a ship of war; 
I of course persisted in her being a merchant vessel, 
and told him we were bound to Macao. To all 
these and many similar questions and answers, he 
told me I was a liar and a very bad man. After 
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keeping me some time, I suppose for all his friends 
and dependants to stare at and satisfy their curio- 
sity, I was sent back to prison. We had two meals 
a day all the time we were here, such as they 
were. 

25th to 81st. — During these days we were 
crowded with visiters of all sorts, and at all hours, 
coming to see the " barbarians," many of whom spat 
at us through the bars of our place of confinement; 
we were each allowed a very small portion of to- 
bacco daily, and had two small pipes among us. 
We were shockingly dirty, but were not allowed to 
wash ; however, after a deal of entreaty, the jailer, 
after washing himself in a little warm water, feet 
and all, the same water being used when he had done 
by the under jailer or servant, we were allowed the 
benefit of by the latter dipping a dirty piece of cloth 
in it, and handing it through the bars for us to wipe 
our face with; but after a day or two he gave us 
the basin of water inside after they had both used 
it: but dirty as it was, it was a treat to us; at last 
we persuaded them to let us have clean cold water 
to wash in: they did this after some demur, wonder- 
ing at it very much, as the Chinese all wash in 
warm water. I may here state that the old trou- 
sers I had, had become like all the rest, so covered 
with vermin, that I was glad to take them off and 
wear the bag around my middle. The prison was 
full of lice, fleas, bugs, rats, cockroaches, and cen- 
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tipedes; our situation was most wretched: the 
natives think nothing of vermin, I don't think there 
is a native on the island who is not covered with 
them, men, women, and children; and often have I 
seen them picking them from another's head and 
clothes, and destroying them in a way quite novel 
to us, — viz., by eating them. Strange to say, none of 
the Europeans got them in their heads, only on the 
body and clothes. 

31st. — About seven o'clock this evening all of 
us who were on this establishment were taken up 
before Quan, with him were five other mandarins, 
only one of whom I had seen before, it was the 
same man that examined me at the town we halted 
at, and which I believe was called Carghee. I 
since found out that this man was called the took- 
too-low-yah, he wore a white transparent button 
and a peacock's feather. Quan, only a brass button. 
We were all placed on our knees before these offi. 
cers; a more naked, wretched set of beings could 
scarce be seen, all of us with hands and feet in irons. 
Here all our names, ages, country, capacity on board, 
duty, wages, and such like questions, were asked, 
and on being answered, written down, our manda- 
rin sent for a little bread, which was given to a few 
of us, I believe more to see how we ate than out of 
any compassion for us. About nine o'clock we were 
all taken back to our separate places of confinement 
and locked up. The carpenter told me he was in 
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the same prison with the rest of our Chinamen, 
which was the condemned cell of the place ; they, 
at least the five belonging to the " Ann," had a 
thin kind of red jacket on, this is a distinguishing 
mark, I believe, for traitors to their country. 

April 4th. — This day I was again taken singly 
before Quan, who examined me again, regarding 
the names, wages, and duty of all hands on board, 
there was also a deal of cross-examination and 
trying to get me to say there were 100 and more 
men on board, but I stuck to the same story as be- 
fore, in fact, it was the best, besides being the truth. 
Quan was very angry with me, and after remaining 
a long time in the presence of this fellow, was sent 
back to my den again, 

6th. — To-day, shortly after our morning's meal, a 
guard of soldiers came into the yard, in front of our 
prison, and I was taken out, hands and feet in irons; 
on reaching the yard I was set on the ground, and 
a chain, about six or seven feet long put round my 
neck; thus ornamented, and almost naked, I was 
dragged through the town to a large court-house, 
when I was delighted to see Gully and the people 
who were in confinement with him, — viz., Mr. 
Partridge, third mate, the gunner, five sea-cunnies, 
and two lascars, natives of Manilla; shortly after- 
wards we were all taken to an inner court, and as 
usual placed on our knees before four mandarins, 
the principal one, to whom this establishment be- 
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longed, wearing a blue button and peacock's feather; 
his title we afterwards learnt was the Pwoon-hoo- 
tygin. Here the same examination took place, 
about the names, ages, country, &c, of Mr. Gully's 
party. After this was taken down in writing, all 
were sent outside except me. An examination 
similar to the former ones was again gone through 
with the same result, except that I was not called a 
liar; I begged hard of this man to give us clothes, 
and allow us more food, to all of which I was an- 
swered by saying it was China custom, and the 
emperor's orders. About nine at night I was 
dragged back, the leg irons hurting me very much, 
which as soon as I got in my prison, I broke or 
rather forced (with assistance from my fellow-suf- 
ferers) open and took off, the chain was taken off 
my neck, and a receipt given to the soldiers for me 
by the jailer, who then locked us up. 

9th. — This morning, for the first time, we got 
pens, ink, and paper, the first I have had since our 
arrival here, and to-day I have commenced this 
journal, having to trust entirely to memory for the 
foregoing dates, there may be some mistakes re- 
garding them, but as near as I recollect, they are 
correct, all other circumstances are true, and to the 
best of my memory, faithfully recorded. Of course 
we could only appropriate small pieces of paper, as 
it was given us to draw on, which we did, and gave 
drawings to the men who brought the paper, they 



106 JOURNAL 

promising to bring more paper, and some of them gave 
us a few cash. During the day I was had up before 
Quan, when I saw the carpenter and shroff; they had 
been telling some story or yarn about SirELPottinger, 
for which they both got a licking, and I began to think 
the shroff was telling his own story to the satisfaction 
of the mandarin, and at the same time telling lies about 
the brig; and I was the more inclined to think this 
as the mandarin allowed him two mace a day from 
this time to purchase opium with, he being in the 
habit of using the drug, not a cash of this money 
did he give either of his four unfortunate com- 
panions. After a few unimportant questions about 
English ships, I was dismissed, and taken back to 
prison again; continued drawing ships, &c. the rest 
of the day. 

10th. — To day, after a deal of coaxing, and en- 
treaty, the jailer, to our surprise, allowed us to 
wash and clean our den out, and from the quantity 
of all sorts of filth we cleared, I should think it had 
never been touched sincq it was built. Otherwise 
continued drawing pictures, the demand increasing 
considerably. This evening a Chinaman came, and 
watching his opportunity, made me a sign that he 
would take a letter across to Amoy; in order to 
be less observed, he sent Aquat, the second jailer, 
out to buy something; the senior being engaged with 
his opium-pipe. I wrote a note, stating our present 
wretched situation, and promised the man 100 
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dollars on delivery * He immediately secreted the 
letter, and shortly after the return of the second 
jailer he went away, cautioning us by signs to men- 
tion the circumstance to no one. I could sleep none 
that night; how fervently did I pray that the good 
fellow might succeed without being discovered ! the 
penalty would have been the loss of his head. He 
was a Chinese sailor or junkman, and his brother 
was a pilot and fisherman, but I never saw the 
latter. 

11th. — Employed all day drawing ships and differ- 
ent kinds of pictures for the natives, which we did for 
amusement and profit ; nearly all the cash we got went 
for a kind of bread which was cheap, and, though 
abominable stuff, was, in our reduced and starving 
condition, quite a treat. This afternoon the man I 
had given the letter to came to the prison, and stood 
so that we could observe him; he then showed us 
the chit, inclosed in a piece of red paper, with Chi- 
nese characters on it, cautioning us by signs to be 
sure and not let the jailers know it, or he should be 
killed; he was obliged to be very cautious, making 
signs only when the jailers happened to be looking 

* This letter was delivered. The copy of the Canton Free 
Press received in London Sept. 3, 1842, mentions the feet, and 
says that the letter describes the captives to have been " kept by 
the Chinese in four different prisons, not far from the sea side al- 
most opposite to Chimoa, and very severely treated." It adds, 
" We hope that her Majesty's ships of war will be able to do some- 
thing for their release." 
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another way. He gave us to understand that he 
was going that night, and when the jailer turned 
his back he put a piece of paper between our prison 
bars, on which he had drawn a fort, with an Eng- 
lishman standing over the gate of it, firing a gun, 
and at the back all kinds of warlike implements; 
in the front he had drawn a Chinaman holding up 
a letter. It immediately struck me that he wanted 
to know whether the English would receive him 
kindly or fire at him. I directly scratched on a 
piece of paper a Chinaman giving a letter to an 
Englishman, and receiving from him money and 
other things; this I gave him when he again made 
his appearance in the evening, and I could see he 
understood me, as he gave me a nod, and hid the 
paper in his sleeve, starting off immediately. 

13th. — Still drawing — plenty of visiters — all want- 
ing pictures — some paying a few cash for them, 
others running off as soon as they got them, without 
payment. We were told that Ayum, the man who 
had been at Singapore, had been flogged; this I 
was not sorry for, as he was a noisy, lying rascal, 
making himself very busy, and at times telling me 
if I did not answer agreeably to the mandarin's 
wishes, he would get me a licking. 

14th — As usual employed drawing all day, and 
to the astonishment of the natives completed a 
three-decker; the questions asked about this, and 
the squabbling it created, caused a precious row: 
every body wanted it, but none could pay the price; 
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it was the largest that had yet been drawn, and the 
paper was about two feet square; at last a fellow 
bolted with it, but returned presently, bringing with 
him some bread, which hunger compelled us to take 
as payment. 

17th. — During the day a barber came in to shave 
the jailers' heads, and the latter, wishing to see how 
we should look without long beards, whiskers, &c, 
asked us to be shaved; this we very readily agreed 
to; each had his face clean shaven for the first time 
since our misfortunes began, and for which each 
paid six cash ; these cash were the profits of our 
labours in the drawing line, and at times we had a 
few given us by charitable people who came to see 
us, but these, I am sorry to say, were very few. It 
was not at all an uncommon thing for them to pre- 
tend to give us cash, and when our hands were out 
between the bars, to have some filth put in them, or 
else have them spit in. 

1 8th. — This morning Mr. Roope and myself were 
taken before Quan, who told us he wanted some 
ships and pictures drawn, and that we must do 
them; we were then put on chairs before a small 
table, our irons taken off, and pens, ink, and paper 
given us: here we were employed till the afternoon, 
when we were put in irons and chains, and dragged 
away to the Pwoom-hoo's, when we met Mr. Par- 
tridge (3d mate) and the gunner, from whom I 
heard that poor Gully was unwell, complaining of 
fever. I was very anxious to see him, but this 



110 JOURNAL 

was impracticable; all I could do was to send him 
a message by Mr. Partridge. "We found out to-day 
that Ayum, instead of "being flogged, had been re- 
warded with a new suit o£ clothes, a cap, and a fan 
and case, by the mandarins; the latter he took 
every opportunity of displaying to an admiring 
gang of natives, telling them what service he had 
been to the mandarins, and in what a splendid way 
his services were rewarded: the brute also tried to 
frighten me with threats of decapitation, if I did not 
take care and answer the great man as he (Ayum) 
should suggest. Fortunately I saw the carpenter 
before I was taken to the inner court, and was 
enabled, in consequence of the vanity of Master 
Ayum, to slip a letter for the coast into his hand, 
which he managed to secrete unobserved. On being 
taken before the mandarins, I was of course placed 
on my knees, and an examination commenced rela- 
tive to the power of her Majesty over her subjects. 
First, however, they inquired if England was 
governed by a man ? I told them that the reign- 
ing sovereign of Great Britain was a lady, loved 
and greatly respected by her subjects. At this 
they all burst out laughing, and afterwards asked if 
she was married? I told them she was. They 
then asked now many husbands she had? I told 
them only one; and that by the laws of my country 
no woman could have more, and that a man could 
have only one wife; but that on the death of either, 
the survivor, be it man or woman, could again 
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marry. This they seemed to think absurd; poly- 
gamy being allowable to men of any station in 
China; if they can support 100 women they may 
have them:* the priests and disciples of Bhudd are, 
however, vowed to celibacy. They then wanted 
to know if women had small feet in England? I 
told them they had, but naturally so; and that in 
no country but China were women's feet deformed. 
Then followed a series of questions regarding women 
in general, and her Majesty in particular, of too 
indelicate a nature to mention, and so very gross, 
that I refused to answer them, for which they 
threatened to lick me. However, finding I still re- 
fused, they at last burst out laughing, and shortly 
afterwards sent me back to prison ornamented as 
usual in chains and irons accompanied by our 
guards; I may as well say here, that we were never 
taken out of jail except by a written order, and 
always on our return, a receipt given by the jailer 
to the officer commanding our escort. 

19th. — This morning our jailer was taken before 
Quan, and received fifty blows on the back of his 
bare thighs for allowing us to be shaved. He bel- 
lowed out most lustily, and when brought back, 
they got two eggs, the white of which they beat up 
in some cold water, making a thick froth which 

* This is not quite in accordance with the statement of the 
Chinese laws made by Mr. Davis, who thinks that but one wife is 
allowed, but that the practice of having hand-maidens is, at least, 
tolerated. 



112 JOURNAL 

they applied to the bruised parts; after this Mr. 
Roope and I were taken up to draw as yesterday, 
not a word was said to us, however, about getting 
shaved. In the afternoon I was taken to bluebut- 
ton's again, where I met Mr. Partridge, and the gun- 
ner; heard from them that poor Gully was still 
complaining. I was shortly taken in and placed 
on the ground, the pwoon-hoo was the only man- 
darin present, he was very busy writing, occasionally 
speaking to his pipebearer who was the only person 
present besides me. Here I was kept till about 
eight in the evening, during which time he did not 
once speak to or take the slightest notice of me. I 
was very tired, being kept so long on the ground, 
and could never make out why I was sent for, parti- 
cularly as the carpenter was not there to inter- 
pret. 

20th — Early this morning we were taken out to 
draw as before, and about noon taken as usual 
through the town to bluebutton's. About twenty of 
the most miserable looking Chinese convicts, orna- 
mented like ourselves accompanied us as far as the 
outer door of the hall, when they were placed on 
the ground. We were taken to an inner court-house, 
where we saw Mr. Partridge and the gunner, and 
were much pleased to hear from them that Gully 
was quite well. Mr. Roope was also better, having 
taken the medicine : these three were, viz., Mr. Roope, 
Mr. Partridge, and gunner were taken in, and a few 
questions of no importance asked. I remained out- 
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side and was not examined to-day; they remained a 
very short time inside, and on their coming out 
again we were all taken to our respective places of 
confinement. 

24th. — This morning I was taken up before Quan, 
where I saw the carpenter, who told me he had 
given my letter a to man who told him he was going 
to Amoy in four days, and that he would deliver it 
on receipt of 100 dollars, and promised to bring us 
an answer back for the like sum. When Quan 
came out I was placed before him and questioned 
about our year, the number of days, weeks, and 
months in it, how many festivals we had, and how 
we knew them, and how many of them there were an- 
nually appointed, &c. He then asked many questions 
about the sun, moon, stars. After answering all these, 
many of them most absurd, he ordered me some 
breakfast, which was very good, but very little of it. 
When I had finished I asked for more, in the vain 
hope they would comply, but I was marched back 
to prison again, but shortly after taken out to draw 
for Quan. Our food had now become so bad that 
at times, hungry as we were, we could not eat it, 
and this night our dinner was stinking; I kicked up 
a row with the man who brought it, and threatened 
to show it to the mandarin. He promised to bring 
better to-morrow, we were therefore obliged to 
make the best dinner we could of a little dry rice, 
an article of food I detest. 

25th.— We had a better breakfast than usual. 

i 
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This morning we heard that the head mandarin 
had arrived in this town, and that we should be 
taken to his place and be examined. Shortly after 
breakfast Mr. Eoope and I were taken to Quan's 
and had a shirt and pair of trousers given us of 
coarse blue dungru made very small. When we 
had put them on we were chained and ironed, and 
then each placed in a kind of sedan chair and car- 
ried out guarded by soldiers, both horse and foot. 
We stopped at a large building where we were 
taken out of the chairs and led to an inner sort of 
yard. Here we saw Mr. Partridge and the gunner, 
who told me that Mr. Gully was not very well; 
they had both received and put on similar clothes to 
ours. After being almost smothered with people for 
about half an hour, we were taken into the great 
man's presence and placed on our knees, the chains 
were then laid along the ground, the end of them in 
a line with the mandarin; there were three other 
mandarins present. The principal one wore a 
transparent blue button, a peacock's feather, and a 
string of beads round his neck; after asking and 
taking down our names, all the . others were taken 
out again, and they commenced their questions 
by asking the names of the head English manda- 
rins in China; I told them Sir H. Pottinger, plenipo, 
Sir W. Parker, admiral, and Sir H. Gough, general; 
they took a long time getting these names put down 
on paper, and asked among numerous absurd ques- 
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tions, whether Sir H. Pottinger was a white or a 
black man, if he was a great mandarin ; how tall he 
was, and what strength he had, how he was dressed, 
how many wives and children he possessed, and 
what were their names. I of course told them I was 
utterly ignorant of most of these things, but that he 
was the representative of the Queen of England; 
the same questions were asked about the admiral 
and general with the like insults. Then commenced 
their questions about the queen, her name, the name 
of her husband and children ; and, in fact, so many 
absurd and ridiculous questions were asked that in 
any other situation, I should have enjoyed it much; 
they only asked me one or two indelicate ones, 
which, finding I refused to answer, returned to others. 
They wanted to know how the queen went out, 
and when she did if the people were allowed to look 
at her. I told them she frequently rode out, some- 
times in a carriage, at other times on horseback ; this 
was laughed at and disbelieved, but finding I per- 
sisted, they wanted to know if she sat astride. I 
told them no, and tried to explain; they then made 
me draw a lady's saddle on paper, to do which they 
took off my handcuffs and the chain from my neck. 
Having drawn one to the best of my abilities, they 
wanted to know what the pommel of the saddle was, 
for they did not believe my assertions, but put their 
own constructions on it, Mr. Quan telling me I 
was a liar. After continuing these sort of questions 

i2 
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for some time, they brought in a packet of papers 
very carefully packed up, which on opening proved 

to be a file of business letters from Mr. M to me, 

all relating to mercantile affairs, and all about from 
two and a half to three years old; they related to 
trade in long-cloths and other merchandize ; these must 
have been taken out of my desk as they were with 
all the old letters I kept there the fellows seemed to 
think they had a great prize in them; and I was 
made to explain them, which I did as I thought pro- 
per, as they all related to a vessel which I com- 
manded, prior to taking charge of the brig Ann; 
the explanations must have been of great use to the 
Chinese government. The shroff wrote down all I 
chose to tell him from the letters, and after having 
finished two or three, Mr. Partridge was brought, 
and I took the opportunity of telling him what I 
had said, and cautioning him to be very careful ; I 
was enabled to do this as the mandarins were now at 
tiffin. After they had done I was sent away, and he 
had to explain the contents of the same letters over 
again; there were one or two of my own private letters 
crossed, and these I told him to say were written in 
French, and that he could not understand them; at 
last, about seven o'clock, we Were taken to a small 
hall and had a capital dinner, and abundance of it; 
having finished, I asked them to let us take away 
what was left, and after a deal of demur and hum- 
bug our request was complied with. I sent by Mr. 
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Partridge, about half that was left for Gully and his 
party, taking the rest to my place, where we arrived 
about 8 p. m., and our half-starved companions very 
soon discovered what we had taken with us. This 
mandarin we found out was called the Toti-Tygin, 
and behaved better to us than any other on the 
island. 

26th. — To-day Mr. Roope and self were had up to 
Quan's, when we had to explain the remainder of the 
file of my old letters ; I did so as far I deemed prudent, 
all my explanations being written down in Chinese, 
I was told they were all to be sent to Foo Chow 
Foo, and they would then be compared with the 
translations by some Chinese who understood En- 
glish, and could read and write that language; this I 
looked upon only as a lie, and supposed it done to 
intimidate us, particularly as we were threatened with 
torture if found to explain them wrong. After having 
got through several, a bundle was brought in, and on 
being opened, we saw a military officer's shell jacket, 
a corporal's coat, and an epaulette, both coat and 
jacket had green facings and one or two buttons, 
showing that their owners belonged to the 55th regi- 
ment; an examination now commenced about the 
British army, how organized, &c, what the epau- 
lette was for; they thought it was worn on the head, 
and asked many, of to us, the most foolish and ridi- 
culous questions imaginable. The articles above 
alluded to were taken out of the wreck of the trans- 
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port Nerbudda in September or October last, about 
which time she was wrecked on this island. Mr. 
Partridge and the gunner were brought to our prison 
to-day, from whom we heard that poor Gully was 
still unwell. I am very anxious to see him. During 
our absence to-day from the prison, our fellow-cap- 
tives, we were told, had been kicking up a row 
among themselves, having, by begging, got cash 
enough to purchase sufficient quantity of samshu to 
make them drunk enough to be quarrelsome. Ed- 
ward Wilson was taken sick to-day. 

27th. — I this morning wrote a letter ready to give 
the carpenter, when an opportunity offers, in the 
hope he would be able to get it across to Amoy. 
The weather to day was very rainy with hard 
squalls. In the afternoon I was sent for by Quan, 
and on getting to the court-house was surprised at 
seeing a strange lascar; I could not however speak 
to him as I was sent back immediately, and Mr. 
Partridge and the gunner were then taken to the 
court-house, the latter was, however, directly sent 
back, and Mr. Partridge detained for the purpose of 
explaining the rest of the letters to the carpenter who 
explained them to the shroff and by him they were 
written in Chinese. Mr. Partridge returned in the 
evening and told us he said what he thought most 
prudent about the letters; he had been able to speak 
to the lascar, who told him he belonged to the Ner- 
budda, and complained bitterly of the conduct of the 
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captain and officers of that ship, as well as of the 
way they were treated by the Chinese, being, like 
ourselves, half or more than half starved. There 
were, he said, as far as he knew, about 120 men in 
this town, lascars and camp-followers. He was quite 
surprised when he heard that the captain, and other 
Europeans who had left the ship, after she was 
wrecked, in the long boat, had arrived safe at Macao 
some months ago. 

28th. — Mr. Partridge sent for and employed as 
yesterday. The mandarins would not let him re- 
turn, at which I kicked up a bit of a row, not know- 
ing their reasons for keeping him from us all night; 
some of the clerks, however, soon brought him, when 
he told us he had seen another lascar belonging to 
the Nerbudda, who corroborated the former man's 
statement. The mandarin, it appeared, did not like 
Mr. Partridge to be with us till the letters were all 
fiiiished, and as they seldom got more than three 
done in one day, in consequence of the difficulty of 
making them understand what he meant, it will 
take some time as there are about 20 or 30. The 
fellow thought I told Mr. Partridge what to say, and 
said I was a bad man and a liar. Mr. Partridge 
said he had had a good mess of cakes and sweet- 
meats, also some China wine. In a little time they 
brought us some, and one of the principal clerks 
promised he would take care Mr. Partridge had a 
good bed to sleep on and enough to eat, and pledged 
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his word he should come to no harm. I made no 
more resistance, which would indeed have been folly 
in our helpless situation; however, through Mr, 
Partridge I got the note given to the carpenter I had 
last written. 

May 5th. — Fine morning. I awoke very hungry, 
but still refused to eat. Quan out all the morning 
also our old jailer. The deputy-jailer and guards 
got frightened on my telling them that I intended to 
starve myself to death. As I expected to see the 
carpenter soon, I wrote another letter for Amoy, 
trusting to chance for an opportunity of getting it 
sent in the afternoon. Shortly after Quan returned 
he sent for me and asked what was the reason I did 
not eat, and what I wanted. I told him I could not 
live on rice. He asked me what English people 
lived on; I told him bread, vegetables, and meat. 
He was greatly surprised on hearing that the staple 
food in England was not rice, and still more so on 
being told it was not cultivated there, looking on 
the English as really a set of barbarians for this very 
reason. In reply to his questions of what I wanted, I 
told him that I wanted proper food for all my men and 
enough of it; also leave to visit them daily, a proper 
place for all to live in, and for Mr. Gully, Roope, 
Partridge, and myself to have a separate place from 
the rest ; that we had done them no wrong and 
were not thieves to be shackled and chained as we 
were. He said all my complaints should be made 
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known to the head mandarin, but that he had not 
power of himself to grant my requests, but would do 
what he could for me. (Oh, these promises, how 
often have we been deceived by them.) He ordered 
me some dinner, which I ate and said, " I should have 
bread instead of rice, also a little China wine and 
more animal food for the people." While at dinner, 
I had an opportunity of speaking to the carpenter, 
who had been sent for as interpreter ; he had not 
been able to get the last chit I gave him away, but 
I gave him the one I had written, telling him to send 
both, if possible, as soon as he could. He said, he 
had been told, ships were off the place at anchor, 
and that their boats were out sounding ; that all the 
principal merchants had left the town, shutting up 
their shops and taking their valuables with them; 
and that troops were coming to this town from all 
parts of the island to strengthen and garrison the 
town, expecting an attack here from the English; 
he said, most of the mandarins were in a terrible 
fright. All these reports he heard from his jailer, 
who, he said, behaved very well to him, stipulating 
in return for kindnesses a promise of protection when 
the place should be taken. On going back to prison, 
the joy this news gave us cannot be described, nor 
can it I think be imagined by those who have not 
been in a similar wretched situation. We shook 
hands with each other, and it was all we could do to 
keep from shedding tears; we now had some hopes 
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of deliverance, and thought for the first time of at- 
tempting an escape. 

9th. — Weather as yesterday : a very strict guard 
over our prison. Employed all day drawing and 
painting. In the evening I was taken before Mr. 
Quan, and questioned about the British men-of-war, 
their different sizes, and the number of guns they 
could carry, where the heaviest guns were placed, 
and many similar questions ; he then commenced 
asking about the capabilities of steamers, their draft 
of water, &c, and when I told him many were 
made of iron, he as usual told me I was a liar: 
however I got the carpenter to ask him leave for 
me to see my men, and begged he would give them 
all clothing, of which I knew they were in want; 
many of them being, as I learnt from the Chinese, 
in a state of nudity. I also asked for a barber, 
and said I should like to see the head mandarin 
again: to all my requests he gave, Chinese-like, any 
quantity of promises, and again resumed his ques- 
tions by asking who Smith at Amoy was ? Sup- 
posing he meant Captain Smith of H.M.S. Druid, 
I told him he was a man of great power and rank, 
and was a great English mandarin; and that as 
soon as he heard the authorities in Formosa had 
detained Englishmen who had been wrecked on 
their island as prisoners, he would come over and 
play the devil with them. He asked many more 
questions, as was generally the case; they were too 
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numerous and absurd to commit to paper; in fact 
I could not remember all. After this I was dis- 
missed, but not before I bad learnt from the car- 
penter that he had got my last letters sent to Tarn- 
sin (near the place where we were wrecked), where 
he heard English ships were : the man whom he 
got to take them promised that if the ships were 
gone he would forward them to Amoy. The Eng- 
lish appear to have many friends here: most of the 
Chinese I have seen and been able to communicate 
with, show the greatest disgust and indignation 
against their own government. I had a very slight 
repast, not fit to be called a meal, after which I was 
sent back to prison. No one, I heard, had been 
allowed to go near them. 

11th. — Weather the same as yesterday. Em- 
ployed as usual drawing. During the day many 
soldiers came to this establishment; these men were 
allowed free access to us, and from them we learnt 
that a number of Chinese had been beheaded. This 
day they made a great noise, and wished for our 
pictures, which we gave them; in return we got a 
small supply of sweet potatoes, which we got the 
jailer's boy to cook for our supper, and a great treat 
they were : I thought them delicious, though I 
formerly could not bear them. Starvation does 
wonders. 

13th. Morning cloudy but day fine. Quan out 
at daylight. Was told the troops were exercising 
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great guns, which I suppose was true, as we heard 
many of the reports here. Employed drawing 
steamers, &c., on fans, for the mandarins' followers. I 
am getting rather tired of such pastime, and feel the 
want of books very much. In the afternoon I was 
taken up before Quan, who wanted to know about 
the different sizes of men-of-war; the complement of 
men for each class; quantity and weight of guns, 
small-arms, shot, &c, and draft of water. The same 
questions with regard to steamers, when I told him 
that we likewise had iron steam-boats of a very light 
draft, he would not believe me, and on telling him 
that men-of-war were not manned with lascars he 
told me, as usual, I was a liar. 

The carpenter tells me that twenty-two Chinese 
were beheaded for rebellion the day before yes- 
terday; so there appears to be some truth in what 
the soldiers told us. He is still very closely con- 
fined, and not allowed to speak to any but his 
jailers, from some of whom he heard that the 
English had taken some island near here a few days 
ago, but I could not understand him properly, and 
know of no islands but the Pescadores near here. 
When I had answered Quan's questions, I was sent 
back directly, and got this news from the carpenter 
on my way back to prison, where I found on my 
return some of my companions had got a small sup- 
ply of sweet potatoes, off which we made a tolerable 
supper. 
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14th. — Fine weather. We this day got some 
Chinese soap. It looks like coarse black sand or 
oatmeal, but of a dark brown or black colour. It 
was miserable stuff; but with a deal of scrubbing 
took the dirt off our skins, leaving many scratches. 

15th. — Fine weather. More people allowed to 
visit us, all bringing fans for us to paint on 
for them, and all wishing the painting to be a 
steamer. 

16th. — In the evening in consequence of the sol- 
diers not allowing us to keep near the outer door 
of our prison for the purpose of breathing a little 
fresh air, had a row with them, which speedily 
brought the head-jailer and all his gang, about ten 
or twelve. Thinking this was a good opportunity for 
getting more space allowed us to live in, I determined 
to try for it, and commenced by giving the soldier, 
when he returned from calling the gang, a bit of a 
licking, and then taking old Quat (the head- 
jailer of the establishment) and his right-hand man 
by the throats, I swore I would knock their heads 
together till they were half dead if we were not 
allowed more space to live in, as we could not, con- 
fined as we were, breathe. I asked him how he 
expected we could live in such a hole, so closely 
confined this hot weather. After a deal of pros and 
cons we were allowed to sleep in the outer jailer's 
room, and for my use they sent for, and speedily 
brought, a bamboo trestle bed-place and a mat; 
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they also brought us about a dozen pieces of pine- 
apple and sugar-cane, about the size of the top of 
my thumb, at the same time begging us to make no 
noise. After this I made them promise to take 
down the large mats in front of the windows to- 
morrow, in order that if there is any wind we may 
get a little of it. This promise was not performed. 

20th. — In the afternoon I saw two of our lascars 
in the front yard in chains. They were not allowed 
to come near us, but the soldiers say they have re- 
fused to eat their food, it being very bad, and cooked 
or mixed up with pork fat. 

2 2d. — Continued fine weather. During the day I 
was taken up before Quan, who repeated the ques- 
tions he asked yesterday, and received the same an- 
swers, all as near the truth as I knew. I was after- 
wards taken out with the carpenter and shroff to an 
inner yard, where we had to wait till the evening, 
when Quan came out followed by a number of clerks, 
their friends, and about ten soldiers. They brought 
out a long table with a large roll of English paper, 
which on opening I saw was a chart of the English 
-channel; this he wanted explained, asking question 
after question, to all of which I gave him answers as 
correct as I could. When London was pointed out 
to him he seemed very pleased; asked the size of it; 
where the queen lived; how many houses and inha- 
bitants it contained; how far it was; and how long 
it took an English ship to go from Canton to Lon- 
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don; whether any Chinese junks went there: but it 
is quite impossible to recollect all he asked. He 
went from the French to the English coast and back 
again, asking the names of every mark or line on the 
chart. As it now began to get dark he said he 
should send for me to-morrow. I thought this a good 
opportunity again to speak about new quarters; but 
like every thing on this island, except for their own 
gratification, he said he would tell me to-morrow. I 
also told him that before our old jailer left us, he had 
borrowed from me two mace and 35 cash (this was 
part of the money given Mr. Koope and me by the 
mandarins as formerly mentioned), and had forgot to 
pay it; he said he would get it back for me. It was 
to-day the carpenter told me of the shroff receiving 
two mace per day from the mandarins, as mentioned 
some time ago, all of which he appropriated to his 
own use, refusing his shipmates who are with him a 
single cash. Keturned back to jail as usual, but in 
better health, having no fever. 

23d. — Fine weather, but very hot. Taken up to 
the mandarin, and the chart brought out; the names 
of most of the large places on the coasts of England, 
France, &c., written in Chinese and stuck on the 
chart. The mandarin thinks it is a very great prize, 
and wants to know how far it is. I suppose he will 
propose making a fleet of ships and steamers, and to 
take it. I told him about steam coaches, at which 
he seemed much surprised, and wants a train drawn. 
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I told him if he would let Mr. Gully come heje and 
help me, I would draw him one. He promised to 
do so to-morrow, as it is the only chance of our 
meeting that I can see at present. Had dinner in 
the yard, and was afterwards taken back to our hor- 
rid place of confinement. -While up, asked the man- 
darin to let us have a barber; he said he would 
speak to the head mandarin about it. My face a 
little better, but still very painful. 

26th. — Employed drawing and painting. Very 
dull and monotonous. Wrote a letter to Mr. Gully. 
Quang took it and promised to deliver it. Very anx- 
ious to see Gully. This evening I took a good spell 
at Aquat's opium pipe, to make me sleep. It made 
me feel very ill and sick, but I went to sleep almost 
immediately. 

27th. — Fine day, with fresh S.W. wind. Very ill, 
and vomited several times during the day. I can eat 
nothing of any kind. It is the last time I will touch 
opium. About 2 p. m., was greatly pleased to see 
Gully brought here. I was sent for and found him 
employed drawing a railway train, &c. Had a long 
yarn with him, and dinner was brought to us in the 
yard. This made me sick again, the sight of the food 
being enough to turn my stomach; I was unable to 
touch any thing. 

31st. — Fine weather. Employed as yesterday. 
On returning in the evening to prison, a letter from 
Forbes was put into my hand, in answer to one of 
mine of the 10th of April. His is dated the 14th 
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instant. Of course we are all highly pleased that our 
friends know where we are. The man who brought 
it promising to come to-morrow for an answer, as he 
could not stop. I am very sorry I did not see him. 
Wrote an answer and enclosed the letter. I gave it 
to Quang Leon, ready for the man should he come 
for it during my absence to-morrow. Thank God f 
there is some chance now of our leaving this horrid 
place. Mr. Gully and Newman still unwell. 

June 3d. — Very little for dinner. On sending 
for more it was refused, in return for which I broke 
all the basins and plates, and smashed the rice kid. 
Quat highly delighted at the fun ; the jailers will 
not come near us; I suppose they are afraid of being 
pounded. In the evening, about eight o'clock, they 
sent us about forty bread cakes, and Quang Leon 
brought us some China wine, to make up for short 
allowance. Their excuse being that we could have 
no more grub because it rained; consequently, if it 
rains for a week, I suppose we are to starve. During 
one of the squalls, about midnight, we felt a severe 
shock of an earthquake, which lasted about two 
minutes. The floor and walls of our prison shook so 
violently as to wake all but two of us. 

4th. — Dark, squally, cloudy weather, with hard 
rain at times. No postman returned as yet. I sup- 
pose he is off to his own town, which is some distance 
from this. Mr. Gully is better. In the afternoon 
the long and anxiously wished for postman came. 

K 
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Gave him a letter to Captain Forbes. He could not 
stop, and appeared timid. He gave me about one 
mace in cash and a small pot of China wine, for 
which he got a picture, to make it appear that he 
came to buy one; and started off directly. This 
evening I got some more rhubarb from Quang Leon 
for Gully. 

5th. — Flying showers of rain. Stinking salt-fish 
for breakfast, which I refused to eat; and up to this 
time, 2 p. m. have sent about a dozen times for the 
head jailer, but without success. I am keeping some 
as a specimen to show to the mandarin what sort of 
fare we get. Finding that no one came, I walked up to 
the court, much to the surprise of every clerk and 
soldier present, and then waited with what I had 
kept from breakfast. Quat in a fright ran for Gully 
and Roope. At last we saw the mandarin, who took 
the cook's part, but promised us better food and more 
of it, and ordered us some dinner. The shroff and 
icarpenter were brought up to interpret. We were 
shortly after taken before the mandarin again, to see 
poor Quat get a licking. It appears that it was re- 
quisite that some one should be punished to appease 
the mandarin's indignant feelings, so poor Quat was 
picked out. We were told, that if the emperor knew 
we went out of prison without a guard, or permission, 
he would be very angry; and that the mandarin 
had flogged Quat to let us see what he would do to 
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us, if the offence was repeated. We told him he had 
better try it, after which he went out and had some 
chow chow. One of the head clerks told me that 
the boy was flogged for stealing our food, though 
they knew that he could not do so, and that the 
cooks stole it. As I had been told more than once that 
they did so, I promised the pair of them a thorough 
good licking when they came with the evening grub. 
They got to the windward of me, however, by send- 
ing two strange men with the dinner, which was very 
good. At night, Quat got as drunk as a lord, and 
told us what he would do to the mandarin when 
the English came, which by the by, all classes appear 
very anxious for, but the mandarins. 

9th. — A cloudy day. Some kind of religious chin 
chinning going on outside. Quat's assistant gets a lick- 
ing from Mr. Roope, for not cooking some potatoes for 
him, and allowing the soldier to steal half of them. 
Medicine does its duty, take congou and feel a deal 
better. All very still up to this time, 3 p.m. Observe 
that most of the Chinese had a piece of yellow 
paper on the end of their tails. About 5 p. m., some 
of the head clerks came for Mr. Gully; he was 
ironed and sent away. They said the big mandarin 
wanted him, but I think it all a lie to get him 
back to his other prison. They tell us he is to come 
back in four or five days. 

10th. —A very fine day. I get hold of a pair of 
k2 
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scissors, and cut my beard off as close as I can : the 
boy in a fright about it; he says he shall be flogged 
if the mandarin knows of it. Quat is visited by 
two of his countrymen. Many large trays containing 
hams, fruit, fowls, ducks, sweetmeats, &c., carried 
about all day from joss-house to joss-house. In the 
evening we had a scene from Mr. Wilson and Mr. 
Koope about cards, which ended in the cards being 
put into the bucket. 

11th. — Continued fine weather. Chin-chinning 
going on as yesterday. I received a letter from 
Mr. Gully, who tells me he is in his old prison. 

18 th. — Tee-sy-yea gave us a fine piece offish, and 
at dinner the mandarin sent us a fowl. All things 
considered, we spent this day as well as could be 
expected, and drank the health of the Duke of 
Wellington. I can't think why the mandarin was 
so liberal, perhaps he has heard how they will be 
treated if we are ill used. [In consequence of messes 
of putrid greens and rice, salt-fish and fat pork being 
served from day to day to the prisoners for dinner, 
Captain Denham became very ill. On the 28th he 
began to recover. His complaints were never at- 
tended to, though promises of amendment were in- 
cessantly made, but made apparently with no object 
but to put off the complaint for the time, there not 
being any real intention to redress it.] 

July 2d — Another fine morning. I receive a 
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note from Wilson, who tells me the shroff has been 
up alone before the mandarin this morning, that for 
the last three days a great quantity of hand and leg 
irons (new) have arrived. There have also been 
brought here nine cages which are placed in the yard 
before their prisons. Some people have told them we 
are going away. The nine cages correspond with our 
numbers in that respect. As far as regards Mr. Roope 
and self, and our late fellow prisoners, that there is 
more going on than we are aware of is very likely. 
I answer their note and tell them not to leave until 
we all meet, and I write the same to the lascars. 
The day very still. 

3rd. — Still finer weather. Employed drawing, &c. 
In the afternoon got Chu Sam y ats to bring the 
carpenter and shroff up, and asking the latter for 
what purpose he had been before the mandarin; 
he said it was about two Canton men, to see if he 
could recognise them. This I think only an ex- 
cuse of his. The carpenter tells me he is in league 
with the mandarins, and has promised them that he 
will say what they wish. There are many men 
hired by the mandarins to say that the vessel was 
taken in action. Some men are in prison for re- 
fusing to say so, and I also hear that between 
twenty and thirty men were drowned in plundering 
the wreck. The mandarins received a letter a few 
days ago from the other side, and are all promoted 
for taking the brig, they having reported that, on 
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seeing her they sent their men-of-war out, shot 
away her masts, killing most of her men, drove the 
vessel on shore, and took what men remained 
prisoners. To this the carpenter tells me the shroff 
has said yes, and is a great favourite with the man- 
darins. I think the rascal is bargaining for his own 
life by selling us. We got Chu Sam y ats to let us 
have one mace a day each, instead of being fed from 
the Chinese cook-house. This, I hope, will enable 
us to live without so much rice and slush, pork 
fat, &c. 

4th. — A fine day. Before breakfast we were 
ironed and taken, with the carpenter and shroffi 
before the bluebuttons. I was the only one taken 
to see them. The questions asked were chiefly 
about England, the size of London, where the queen 
lived, and if they could get to London by water; if 
Sir H. Pottinger was a white or black man, his age, 
size, &c. ; also if the English could walk to America 
in a week, and if the English had ever fought with 
the Dutch. I told them yes; and on being asked 
what for, I replied it was for putting Englishmen in 
prison'and plundering them. They then asked how 
many countries the English had got. I told' all I 
could recollect, and added Hong Kong, Amoy, Chu- 
san, Chinghai, Ningpoo, and Hauchowfoo; this the 
carpenter said he could not tell them as he would 
be flogged if he did. Among other questions they 
wanted to know what English mandarin died after 
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taking Canton. I told them Sir F. Senhouse. They 
were also very anxious to know what sort of a man. 
darin Capt. Smith was, at Amoy. I told him a 
No. 1 mandarin, and most likely they would see 
him soon. This the carpenter also refused to tell 
them. There was a strange mandarin there, with 
a transparent crystal button. 

8th. — Wind and weather as yesterday. About 3 
p. m. clearing up a little, plainly saw the eclipse, the 
sun being nearly obscured made the afternoon very 
dark. Many of the mandarin's gang very anxious 
to know if we have such phenomena in our part of 
the world, also if it rains the same there as it does 
on this island. 

9th. — Dark cloudy day with heavy rain for the 
most part of it Every thing in our prison is cold, 
damp, and miserable. The very mats we sleep on 
being covered with mould from the dampness. The 
evening fine; I feel unwell. 

10th. — A very fine day, have a good clean out, 
and place every moveable out in the sun to dry. 
Still unwell. Four months to-day since we were 
wrecked, and two months since they received my 
letter at Amoy. What can they be doing to let us 
remain so long; for all I see to the contrary we are 
likely to be four months more here. We feel the 
want of books very much. I received a letter 
from Mr. Gully who has heard that a ship has been 
lost at Tamseu or Khelau, and all hands drowned* 
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In the evening the carpenter was brought up to tell 
us we must not draw any more pictures, as he says, 
if the head mandarin knows it he will be very angry. 
It strikes me there is more in this than we are aware 
of. The carpenter says the mandarin is afraid we 
shall be sending letters over to Amoy. At night, 
about half past twelve, I was roused up to go and see 
Kitchil, and found him very ill and light-headed, 
but without fever; gave him a dose of rhubarb and 
covered him well up. Wilson also sick; hear that 
all the paper and ships, &c. which they had, were 
taken away, and they were forbidden to draw any 
more. They were, however, paid for what was 
taken away. 

11th. — A fine day. Before breakfast we were 
taken away in irons to the head mandarin's, who 
now has a red button (so that there is some truth 
in the report about their being promoted, as he 
before wore a blue one) ; but prior to going, Ayum 
came to us, requesting if we were asked, that we 
would say we had only drawn two ships; for, if the 
big man knew we had drawn more, our lotier 
would get into a scrape. On arriving there, we 
saw the chap (he is governor of this island), and 
another one with a white transparent button, these 
being the only two mandarins. There Mr. Par- 
tridge and the gunner were also taken, but no Mr. 
Gully. His first question was, if I had breakfasted, 
and then commenced about geography, till at last 
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I had to draw him a map of the world, as well as 
I could. He was very anxious to know what is- 
lands and colonies belonged to Great Britain, and 
had them all marked. He had a book which they 
both frequently referred to, asking many questions 
about the distances of different places from each 
other. About three p. m. we were taken out to a 
capital breakfast, which we all did justice to. (I 
forgot to mention that three lascars and four Portu- 
guese sea-cunnies were also brought here to-day, I 
suppose for him to see, as he asked no questions of 
them.) After our yepast we again set to work about 
the map, and at between five and six we knocked 
it off. He then asked many questions about the 
Queen and Prince Albert, wishing to know if her 
Majesty had more than one husband, and many, 
to us, absurd questions. He appeared to think it 
very strange that a country should be governed by 
a woman. He gave Mr. Roope, Mr. Partridge, the 
gunner, and self, five mace each, and the lascars 
and sea-cunnies three mace each. We then re- 
quested to be allowed to see Mr. Gully, and also 
asked him to let us five live together at his place. 
The former request he granted, and said we should 
see Mr. Gully to-morrow; and said he would get a 
place made for us to live in, at present having none 
large enough or ready, and he took down our 
names. After leaving, I was twice called back; 
once he asked, in an apparently careless manner 
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if I had written to Amoy. I should have told him 
yes, and received an answer; but the carpenter 
begged me not, and, fearing that I should get some 
of those who were kind to us at our place into 
trouble, I said " No." The other time was to tell 
me, when I left this, not to trade in opium again, 
as it was very bad. Among some of the questions 
about Sir H. Pottinger, the shroff very politely told 
the mandarin I was a liar. But on the whole, I am 
pleased with this interview. It strikes me that 
the authorities here have received some letters 
from over the water, telling them to mind what 
they are about with us. I can account for this 
change in no other way. Jumaul, lascar, says that 
we are the third vessel wrecked on this island, and 
that there are, besides the Nerbudda's people and 
us another ships company prisoners. I can hardly 
credit this; had it been the case I think we should 
have heard of it, as they were wrecked prior to the 
Nerbudda; he did not know the name of the vessel. 
I hear that lately all our lascars have had jackets 
and trousers given them, and also beside their food 
they are allowed four cash a day each. I feel cer- 
tain in my own mind there is something at the back 
of all this. [The examination of the 11th was re- 
newed on the following day, and the oft-repeated 
questions about the queen again asked, and the 
answers doubted, because, though perfectly true, 
they were unintelligible to the Chinese.] 



KEPT BY CAPT. DENHAM. 139 

21st. — Moderate breeze and cloudy weather; very 
hot. Before breakfast a party of our lascars came 
to our prison to tell us Jamsu had just died. Medi- 
cine had not been sent him, but some was now 
brought by the head jailer and given me for him. 
(The jailer knew the man was dead, and I believe 
only brought it to say that medicine had been given 
for him.) The lascars' prison is very damp, close, 
and unhealthy, and they persist in saying Satan has 
got among them; that they will all die unless re- 
moved. I promise to do my best for them, request- 
ing them all to remain quiet for two or three days. 
I get an interview with the mandarin, find our car- 
penter and shroff acting there as interpreters for the 
Nerbudda's crew, whose names, ages, &c. are being 
taken down. I tell the mandarin that the place the 
people are in is not fit to live in; that two men have 
died during the week, and insist upon a more suit- 
able one for all of us; that the sick are not properly 
attended to, and end by requesting an interview 
with the redbutton. He says of himself he can do 
nothing without orders, but will speak to the head 
mandarin and let me know the result. I got him to 
promise he would send a letter to the redbutton for 
me; this, after some demur, he said he would. I 
return to the lascars and tell them the result. They 
promise to remain quiet for some three days longer, 
and if no notice is then taken they will all come out 
and refuse to return to their present place of con- 
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finement any more. They go back so far satisfied. 
The mandarin would not allow me to see the corpse 
buried. Jamsu had only been ill a week, and the 
night before he died he vomited two live worms, 
about eight inches long. I this morning saw some of 
the Nerbudda's people. Many of them appear fine 
healthy men, but some are sad objects, having lost 
the use of their limbs. The carpenter tells me he 
has seen the names of 144 men, how many more 
there are he does not know. I write an official letter 
to the governor of the island, in which I explain our 
wants and complain of the inattention paid to the 
sick here, the damp unhealthy places of confinement 
we are all in, and request a speedy interview. Having 
no seal, I paste the letter in an envelope and paint 
a flagstaff with the union jack over the join. This 
from the circumstance of our mandarin giving a 
party to-day, I am unable to give him and refuse to 
deliver it into any one's hands but his own. There is 
a theatre rigged in the mandarin's court-house, and 
all the knights of sock and buskin are performing in 
fine style to the sound of gongs and other such like 
discordant sounds. In the evening get a glimpse of 
the performance. Dresses very rich, much panto- 
mime, and no shift of scene, but one or two seem to 
perform very well. The part of females acted by 
men, and so well disguised that I should be deceived 
at first sight. The mandarins' wives and concubines 
were invisible to vulgar eyes, being placed behind a 
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screen, from which they could see and hear all that 
was going on, without fear of being seen. 

22d. — Beautiful weather but very hot. Early in 
the morning was called by Kitchil to go and see 
Wilson, who had been ill during the night. I went 
and did all in my power for him by placing towels 
dipped in hot water on his stomach. I took the 
same opportunity of visiting the lascars. All well 
but one. They complain dreadfully of the heat, and 
the place is really unfit for a dog to live in, they 
having to sleep on the stone flooring, through which 
the wet rises during the night and makes them cold 
and stiff. This, with the extreme heat during the 
day, causes such an effluvia to arise as would put any 
one into a fever. I write about this to the man- 
darin, go straight to the court-house and give the 
letter to Chu Sam y ats, telling him at the same time 
I want a speedy answer. He promises to deliver it, 
and I return to my den. I afterwards hear he is off 
to some distant place to officiate at an execution. 

26th. — Fine wind and weather. In the morning 
our mandarin goes out, I hear about some murder, 
and am told he will not return for three or four 
days. Wilson not so well to-day: self the same. 
To-day see part of a marriage ceremony; the bride 
being carried about on a platform with artificial 
flowers, &c. On the platform was also a young 
kid, chained by the neck to a rose-tree, at her feet. 
The bridesmaid (as I suppose she was) was on 
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another similar vehicle, with a quantity of imitation 
jewels, &c. In the evening I saw the latter again 
standing on the back of a flying stork, made of 
paper and bamboo: she was singing, or rather 
screaming, and accompanied her melody by playing 
on a kind of guitar: an old man was playing a reed 
similar in sound to a boy's penny trumpet. Mr. 
Gully's mandarin officiates here to-day. I write a 
letter to Gully, and get the pipebearer to take it for 
me. Two culprits condemned to lose their left 
hand, the impression of which was taken on paper, 
and sent to the governor for his sanction. 

28th and 29th. — Squally rainy weather. Feel 
worse instead of better. Go to Chu Sam y ats', who 
sends for a doctor and the carpenter: he prescribes, 
and I get dosed with medicines. The doctor says 
my illness is caused either by drinking cold water, 
taking rhubarb, or eating a pig's bladder. The 
water he knows is bad, and rhubarb they appear to 
think a most dangerous medicine, next to poison. 
Old Chu Sam y ats gets a jar, and now gives us good 
water. Our mandarin returns. Our place yet 
damp and miserable. I trust we are not to remain 
in this infernal island another five months: the 
doctor tells me that plenty of people die at this 
time of the year. Very pleasant reflection to die 
rotting in a jail, within a few miles of an English 
force sufficient to take the whole island. 

10th. — A fine day. Five months since we were 
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cast away, and three months since they received 
my letter at Amoy. Before breakfast Mr. Partridge 
and the gunner came, and we were told we were 
all to go to the Redbutton's. They also brought the 
serang and first tindal of the Nerbudda: they had 
not met before for nine months: also one of our 
lascars (Jumaul). We all had our handcuffs, and 
were taken away in chairs with a larger guard than 
usual. On going outside the gates it struck me we 
were going to our promised new house. After going 
about three-quarters of a mile, we came to a large 
mandarin's house where we got out. A great many 
soldiers were about, many of whom had arms. We 
were taken into a sort of yard, where we saw the 
carpenter, shroff, and Isidore, sea-cunnies. The 
carpenter told me this was a " No. 1 laige soldier 
mandarin/' and that we must chin chin him. This 
I promised to do. After a time our lotier and Mr. 
Gully's arrived; also our fellow's deputy, and many 
others, most of whom were, I believe, military. 
The carpenter and shroff were then taken away, 
and shortly returned, telling me I must knock head 
three times. I told him I would not, thinking it 
was the wish of the understrappers, &c. He again 
went away, and shortly after returned bringing 
some of our lotier's followers with Mm, and begged 
me to do so, as it would cause a deal of cow cow if 
I did not. I told him I would of course salute the 
mandarin, but not cow tow unless obliged. He 
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then went away, and shortly afterwards I was called 
on to appear before this great man. I walked on, 
and on turning the court facing him, I must say I was 
surprised at the display. There were about twenty- 
five Chinese officers in full dress (a very handsome 
one), on each side forming a kind of lane. They 
had their swords by their sides. At the upper end of 
these two lines was a raised place, about ten inches 
above the ground on which they stood, and here on 
my left were three high mandarins, one red and two 
bluebuttons, each with arms and a peacock's feather 
in his cap. They were standing, as [were all 
except the head mandarin. On the right stood a 
gang of interpreters and a few common soldiers in 
the back. In front of us was the man himself seated 
behind a table, on which were writing materials, &c. ; 
and round him were fifteen or eighteen mandarins 
of all ranks, if I may judge from their dresses and 
buttons in their caps. On reaching the raised 
place on which the carpenter and shroff were, I 
saluted the mandarin, and sat on the ground. At 
this he shouted out most lustily, and I was forced 
to go on my knees. The carpenter then said 
I must knock head. I refused, and drawn 
swords were round me in a twinkling. Finding 
I must do as they wish I do so with a very bad 
grace, my blood boiling, and looking as red, I 
believe, as the button on the mandarin's cap before 
me. He then went on talking to those around him, 



KEPT BY CAPT. DENHAM. 145 

and appeared in an awful rage. The carpenter was 
terribly frightened, and I was kept on my knees. 
His first question, after about half a dozen reasons 
why I should be obliged to cow tow, was, who was 
the head man on board a ship. I said the captain, 
and told the carpenter I should sit down, as re- 
maining in that position hurt me. He begged me 
not. I then requested him to ask leave for me to sit. 
He says he did ask, but I saw no notice taken of it, and 
no answer was given. He then sent for the rest of 
the party; and as they came, I told them they must 
knock head, it was useless resisting. They all did 
so, but he saw it was with a very ill will, and kept 
us on our knees- They were behind me on the 
lower place, the mandarin raised a step above. He 
then asked how many ships there were at Canton, 
Amoy, and to the northward. I told the carpenter 
I did not know, and could answer no questions in 
that position. I am mistaken: his first question 
was, had I written to Amoy. I replied no. He 
then asked who had, but I said I was not aware. 
He said if we had not written, how could they have 
heard about us being here, and have received letters 
about it. I again said I did not know, and sup- 
posed the junkmen had told them. On my refusing 
to answer questions, he waited a little; I suppose 
he did not know I said so, as I think the people 
would frame some excuse for fear of being punished, 
if they said such a thing. They then brought in a 
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sheep, and he asked what it was, and what ship it 
came from, also what it was for. The tindal told 
him it was from the Nerbudda, and was to eat; that 
there were three on board when lost. They then took 
it away and brought in a dog. He asked what that 
was for, if it was for eating. The tindal told him 
it was for catching rats, and a sort of pet, &c. The 
poor beast appeared much frightened and very ill, 
apparently half starved. It was then taken away. 
At this time I was in great pain from the position in 
which I was obliged to remain. All my weight on 
my knees, on a brick floor: the perspiration was 
pouring down me. I attempted to sit on my legs, 
but was roused up immediately. The mandarin 
then wanted to know why we appeared before him 
.without leg-irons. And orders were given, and a 
bag fall of very stout leg-irons and new locks was 
brought in, and also some chains. Our legs were 
then put in irons, and new locks put on our hand- 
cuffs ; this, with the chain necklaces, completed our or- 
naments. We were then again placed on our knees. 
After a short time he sent us away to breakfast; and 
went also himself. This appears to be a very exten- 
sive establishment, repairs were going on, in the place 
we were taken breakfast, and gun-carriages were being 
made. On our way to this part of the places we passed 
•two of the brig's guns (six-pounders), they were 
mounted on new carriages. They have a large quan- 
tity of all kinds of arms here in capital order, and very 
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dean. They are placed inracks. There are also several 
carriage-guns (about twelve or fifteen), the largest 
I should say, about four pounds. Our breakfast 
(which was a capital one, and enough for the whole 
ship's company had they been there) we would not 
touch* One of the bluebutton mandarins had to 
superintend, but all the coaxing, &c. would not do. 
The carpenter and shroff were the only two who 
ate any thing. In about an hour we were again 
called for, and I promised the chaps that I would 
cow tow this time. (Pride shall have a fall.) We 
were taken into a small room and made our 
obeisance, Chinese fashion. He then sent all out 
but Mr. Partridge, the two Chinamen, and myself 
His guards were all unarmed, but standing near 
him. He then, on our asking him, allowed us to sit 
down. He wished to know the number of decks, and 
guns in an English ship of large size, and the weight 
of the guns, on which deck the heaviest were placed, 
&c. A box was then brought in and opened, out of 
^rhich was taken the Ann's coloured glass signal 
lamp. I explained the use of it. The other things 
brought out were a military officer's coat with green 
facings but no buttons, an officer's epaulette, a tell- 
tale compass (no card), my sextant, a quadrant, a 
small lascar's looking-glass, a masonic apron, the 
Nerbudda's rudder chains, and a pair of bobstays. 
The use of all these was made known to him. He 
then asked me if I had any spy-glasses on board. I 

l 2 
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told him four. He asked what was the value of one, 
and I informed him that the prices varied according 
to the article, from 10 dollars to 100 dollars. The 
next question was, how many glasses were inside 
one, and how far we could see with a good one. He 
then wanted to know if I could mend my sextant. I 
told him no; it must go to England to be repaired. 
He inquired whether 1 could get another in Canton. 
Answer yes, for 150 dollars. How far could an 
Englishman walk in a day. I replied thirty miles. 
He did not keep us very long, and told us, on going 
away, that if the mandarins wished to put irons on 
us we must allow it, as it was the custom of the 
country, and that the next time we came we must 
cow tow, as that was custom. He took our hand- 
irons off during the examination. We were then 
taken away. On being told we had eaten no break- 
fast, one of the bluebuttons came up to me and told 
me not to be afraid j that they would not cut our 
heads off. The redbutton, I believe, told him to 
say so, as he laughed and thought we did not eat, 
because we were afraid. I am sorry for this, as I 
wished him to have a very different opinion, and 
told him I did not eat because I was not well, not 
because I was frightened. He only laughed, and 
appeared to disbelieve me. He is a very fine-looking 
man, I should say 38 or 40 years old, and wears an 
opaque red button and peacock's feather with two 
eyes in it. This I believe is a very high rankj the 
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emperor having only three in his. We were taken 
out by a different way from the one we entered by, 
and placed in our chairs again, with a strong guard. 
We were not taken to our former prison. On our (j^vA^ v I C 
way we passed a guard-house, and saw a great many t £ 4-2 
armed soldiers. I now began to think they intended 
to take us to some other town more inland, but my 
fears on this account were soon at rest, for we shortly 
stopped, I should say not half a mile from the man- 
darin's house* We were then taken ou t and led into 
a small j oss-house, joining our present place of con- 
finement, when we saw Chu Sam y ats, who with our 
servant Low had brought our bed places and mats, 
&c. I asked for Mr. Gully to be brought, and our 
mandarin, who followed us, said he would ask the 
big man to-morrow. I told him I would rather be 
as before unless Mr. Gully was allowed to be with 
us; and he promised that if on the morrow the man- 
darin would not let Mr. Gully come, he would take 
us back to our old quarters. The lying rascal! 
I don't believe him. Our prison is a fine large 
room, about twenty-seven feet by seventeen, and 
lofty. Next to us, but divided by a thick wall, 
are our guards, about twenty in number. We 
have a place outside our room for walking in wet 
weather, as long as the two rooms are wide, and 
outside is a yard about ninety feet long by ten or 
twelve broad. I like the change every way, except 
as to the absence of Mr. Gully, all chance of com- 
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munication with him is, I am sorry to say, cut off. 
Why they have brought one sea-cunny, one lascar r 
and two of the Nerbudda's people with me, I am at 
a loss to conceive, but here we are all in the same 
room. They have given each a bamboo trestle-bed, 
and mat, a basin, chopsticks, and a plate; there are a 
water jar, two cooking pots, a teapot, two cups, two 
stools, two small tables, and these, I believe, with a 
tin cooking pot, complete the furniture of our house- 
On asking Chu Sam y ats to take our irons off, he 
promised he would do so at dinner time. We 
waited till then, and it was again, after lots of ex- 
cuses, postponed till bedtime, and at last till to-mor- 
row morning. I told him we would not eat in 
irons. He left and said he would ask. I gave him 
ten minutes, but not coming back in that time, I 
broke my handcuffs, and almost all soon followed 
my example of taking them off. We had dinner, 
but two men who could not get their irons off, had 
to wait till inight, when Chu Sam y ats's servant 
brought a key that would not open them. We then 
broke both at his request. He said our leg irons 
would be taken off to-morrow. They are very 
stout, and I am afraid if not taken off we shall be 
obliged to keep them on, as their thickness will baffle 
our strength. I think myself, that the mandarin's 
reason for sending me here, is to prevent the possi- 
bility of my sending letters across; but thank God 
he is too late. The day the fellow promised to let 
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Mr. Gully come and see me f the junk man, our old 
letter-man, went to Mr. Gully's prison and showed 
him a paper from Forbes, stating that he was the 
man who had taken my letter. Mr. Gully imme- 
diately wrote a letter, which the man called for next 
day, and took without being seen by any one, saying 
he was off directly for Amoy; God send him safe 
over. Thus far, how fortunate the mandarins did 
not keep their word. Had Mr. Gully been taken to 
our quarters, this perhaps last and only chance of 
writing would have been lost. The man, I think, 
must have lost my last letter, by his bringing no 
answer ; but let us be thankful for this last chance. 
Oh 1 how much I wish to see Gully, but fear it is 
not to be. He will be very lonesome by himselfi 
No one to speak to. I hope the thoughts of an 
answer will cheer him up a bit. I went to bed, but 
not to sleep until just daylight. 

13th. — A cloudy squally morning. About 8 o'clock 
a. m., heard a tremendous crash, and ran out to see 
what it was that caused it. Found the house next 
ours, in which were our guards, had fallen. One 
man was buried in the ruins and two hurt slightly. 
Mr. Boope, the gunner, and myself immediately ran, 
and with our hands extricated the man, fortunately 
still living but much cut about the head. He was 
taken away after we washed him. I really think his 
comrades would have let him perish, as they made 
not the slightest effort to dig him out, but stood 
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pointing and howling like a set of frightened cow- 
ards (as they are). We were immediately shifted two 
doors off nearer the entrance of this place, and quar- 
tered in a joss-house. Our Lee Lotier soon came and 
offered us money for saving the man's life. This we 
rejected, and only asked to have our leg irons taken 
off. He promised to apply for leave to do so, and 
appeared much chagrined at our refusing his money. 
I am in hopes this may lead to our seeing or getting 
Mr. Gully to live with us. He must be very lone- 
some with no one to speak to. I sent him a note 
to-day, but am doubtful if he will ever get it. Our 
situation (with the exception of the leg irons, and 
stoppage of communications,) is in every respect 
better than before. Night clearing up a little. 

16th. — Make a bag for the purpose of secreting 
my journal. On the 10th instant Gully sent me his 
log for the purpose of t aking care of. I think this 
bad policy; for if I am searched I shall lose his as 
well as my own. Nothing occurred till the evening, 
when we managed to get one leg-iron off; thanks 
to our guard who supplied us with levers arid line. 
A little rain during the night. 

18th. — I think we shall all get well again if we 
stop here long. We only want Gully to be with 
us. I am very anxious to hear from or see him. 
Write him to-day in hopes a chance of sending a 
letter may soon occur. Query. — Can we be better 
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treated by order of the mandarin, or is it for being 
the fortunate means of saving the soldier's life? 
Whatever it may be I am very much pleased at the 
change. 

19th Fine weather. Walk about in the yard 

five miles before breakfast. Add a little to my 
yarn to Gully. Soldiers tell us that Low Ling has 
informed the mandarin of our having broken our 
hand and leg-irons. Nothing occurred. 

20th. — Fine weather; cleared out our place, also 
the yard. Yesterday walked five, and to-day three 
miles before breakfast. The wounded soldier came 
to-day to chin chin us, it being the first day he had 
been out. He is much cut about the face, head, and 
breast, and is otherwise greatly bruised, but doing 
well. 

2 2d Put in irons and taken to the fort men- 
tioned before, and close to our old quarters. 

23d. — A fine day, and fresh breeze, but not for 
us. No room to walk about. Send for the lee lotier, 
but cannot get him to bring the carpenter here, so 
can come to no understanding with him. As usual 
he is full of promises. Very poor breakfast, and no 
chance of any improvement. Oh, for books of any 
kind, what would I now give. After breakfast our 
guard allowed us to look at what appears to have 
been the principal entrance to the building. Saw 
at once that it was the work of Europeans. Most 
likely the Portuguese. On an inscription over the 
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door, though much defaced and broken, were the 
following letters and figures: 

F. f. e. C. T. 
anno 1054. 

There had originally been much more, but all 
traces are obliterated; it was some height from us, 
or we might perhaps have been able to make a little 
more of it. This proves the men were correct 
when they told us it was built, if not by the English 
by other foreigners. We got the door open and 
went in. It was damp and full of dirt and vermin, 
and a quantity of bats, which made a most dis- 
cordant noise. The place, as far as we could get, is 
full of archways and small cells, all with arched 
roofs, some larger than others. The stink inside 
was very bad, and glad I was to get out again; we 
could go no further in than we did. Seeing no more 
passages, I suppose they are all blocked up with 
dirt. It is all in ruins, and appears to have been a 
kind of monastery. I should say the part we in- 
habit was originally meant for a chapel. Though, 
God knows tis not much like one now. We are in 
a kind of shed more than a house, and I expect the 
first shower will wash us all out. No chance of 
getting a letter to Gully, but write one ready. 

26th. — Fine weather. We break down one of 
the small inner doors of our rooms, and burn part 
of it, in the hope of getting some of the mandarins' 
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j people to us. As yet without success. The burra* 
I tindal of the Nerbudda told me to-day, that two 
months ago, when in prison on the east side of this 
building (where I believe a large part of her crew 
now are), a hanger-on about their prison told him 
there were five English ships off the place. He 
bribed him with some money to let him go on the 
walls. He agreed, and on getting up, he declares 
he saw three European ships off the town. The 
man told him the other two could not be seen from 
where he stood, but that there were five ships in 
all. They had no ensigns hoisted, from which I 
conclude they were not men-of-war. Their sails 
were furled. I can only suppose it was some of 
our friends from Chimoo and Amoy, vainly trying 
for our liberation by ransom. I think it likely they 
| were told we had been sent away, as was the case, 
I believe, with the Nerbudda's people. Hear to* 
ctay from a Padu who resides close to us, that we 
are to be sent away in a junk in eight days,; but he 
will not tell us to what place. Continued short 
allowance. The breaking and burning the door 
has the desired effect, as this evening one of the men 
from the mandarines gang came and spoke about 
the grub. He offered us three mace a day, but 
this not being enough, we declined it; when he 
said he would give us five mace a day, find us in 
water, and give us a little cooked rice. To this we 
agreed. We lashed two beds together, when a 
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party got on the top of our prison, and from thence 
to the walls of this building; the tindal taking a 
note, in the hopes that from his former prison they 
might be able to send it to our men; but on reach* 
ing the wall over it, he found all the men had been 
removed, but where or when was impossible for 
us to find out. Thus is our only chance of commu- 
nicating with our unfortunate fellow-sufferers cut 
off There may be some truth in the yarn about 
our going away. God only knows when or how 
our imprisonment will end — every thing is left to 
conjecture, " Hope deferred truly maketh the heart 
sick." 

27th. — Fine weather. Hear this morning that 
all the prisoners, with the exception of us eight, 
have been removed to another town. Patience, 
patience, for truly we want it. Discontinue notes 
to Gully, being uncertain when I can have a chance 
of sending them to him. I am short of paper. The 
report about the others being removed is, I find, 
true, but I think not out of this town. In the 
evening go on the top of this building, and have a 
look round the town, which, with its suburbs, ap- 
pears very large and thickly populated. There are 
many junks at anchor in the bay, which is formed 
by an extensive reef which joins the fortified island 
off this town. I think there are several passages 
in, but we could not make out exactly. There are 
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a small fleet of mandarins' boats and three junks 
just abreast of us. 

29th. — A beautiful morning. Directly after 
breakfast some soldiers came, and we were all put 
in irons, hands and feet, and told we were going to 
the governor's. They said Messrs. Roope and Par- 
tridge, with me, were to go first. We were taken 
out very quietly, but had no chairs, and soon saw 
we were not going as they had told us. We passed 
close to our old joss-house, and shortly after came 
to another larger one, with a paved yard. Here 
we were halted, and I was taken in first. On 
reaching what appeared to be the principal en- 
trance, I saw our mandarin, Quan, with a gang of 
his friends and clerks, and about thirty or forty 
soldiers, all armed. Time was not given me to 
make the usual salaam. I was seized by the hair 
of my head, and hove on the ground. Then Quan 
ordered the brutes to examine my irons. The 
handcuffs, I suppose, were considered sufficiently 
strong, but the leg-irons were hauled off, which 
hurt me, and scratched and bruised my legs. An- 
other pair was then brought (very thick and heavy, 
about eight or ten calties) : these were put on, and 
inclosing the legs, they fairly drove them into my 
flesh. Expostulation was useless. I was spit on 
and abused: it prevented me putting my right foot 
to the ground. I was then dragged by the legs 
and hair to the end of the place, and carried about 
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twenty yards to the back of where this gang of 
brutes was, and seated on the ground. Messrs. 
Koope and Partridge were then taken in and served 
the same way. Mr. Roope was afterwards brought 
out, but not placed near enough to me to speak. 
I was then taken back, hove down in the same 
way, and pulled up on my knees again by the hair 
of my head. I now saw the carpenter and shroff. 
The first question Quan asked me was why I went 
on the roof of our prison, and so on to the fort 
walls. I told him I did so to have a look round, 
not knowing I was doing any harm, as the soldier 
who acted as our guard not only made no objection, 
but pointed out the place where we could get the 
best view from. He then asked me why I had 
broken a plate. This I denied, not having done 
so; but I have since found out that some days ago 
one was broken by the gunner. He then spoke 
about the door being broken; and then asked why 
we burnt a piece of bamboo. We certainly had 
burnt this; but it was a short [piece, and I 
should say had been kicking about in the yard 
for years, as it was quite rotten, and could have 
been put to no use whatever. He then said 
the next lame I did so he would flog me; and that 
if a plate was broken, no matter if by accident, he 
would flog me: he then said he would show me 
how. I was now seized by seven of the soldiers, 
and dragged a little further back, still on my knees. 
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Two of them stood on the calves of my legs, an- 
other fixed his knee in my back, one held each 
shoulder, and two my head by the hair and beard. 
In this position my trousers were hauled up, and 
fifty blows given on the front of my thighs with a 
stick about two and a half inches thick, a kind of 
Penang lawyer. A fresh man was had for each ten 
blows. Thanks to pride and pluck I did not sing 
out: this appeared to make Quan furious: he turned 
red in the face, stood up and talked on at a furious 
rate; his eyes glistened as if under strong excite- 
ment. After these fifty my right elbow was held 
out (the arm being bent) in a horizontal position, 
and the other end of the stick used. There was a 
knob or head to it. With this I received thirty 
blows; as before, a fresh man for every ten. One was 
abused for not striking harder, and the stick given 
to another wretch. No fault could be found in 
this respect with this fellow, still I would not cry 
out, but twice could not help groaning, the pain was 
so acute. When the thirty were finished, our man- 
darin's deputy ran up to me and then to the man- 
darin, chin chinning him not to torture me any 
more, and after a little bustle I was made to cow 
tow to Quan. Mr. Partridge was present all the 
time; he, as well as the carpenter, chin chinned for 
me, but to no purpose. I was now carried out (the 
mandarin said he would on the next offence give us 
short allowance of food) and placed as before oil 
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the ground, my legs raw and bleeding, and my 
elbow in a sad state. I nearly fainted: every thing 
swam before me, and on asking for a drink of water 

a blackguard offered to in my mouth, nor 

could all my entreaties procure a drop of water. 
I would have given 1000 dollars for a basinftd if I 
had had them. I only got laughed at for asking. 
I was not allowed to cover my legs, and was kept 
here about one hour and a half, the gunner and 
others from our prison were brought to look at me, 
and told I was zpilan. Before taking us back the 
locks were taken off our handcuffs, and they were 
secured by a piece of redhot iron. A blacksmith 
being brought for the purpose. With a deal of en- 
treaty I got my leg-irons opened a little, but they 
were still very close, more so than any others. I 
asked for a chair to go back in. This was allowed 
me if I paid for it, which I willingly did. I was not 
allowed to speak to the carpenter, but he told Mr. 
rS^i'L^ Roope that all our^ fellow-prisoners w ere beheaded; 
| %q z. Mr. Gully among the rest. This I was certain was 
a lie, and I have since heard that they have all been 
removed to some other place near the Tygin's, except 
Newman, who is with the carpenter, &c. No one I 
am glad to say was flogged but me, the three lascars 
not even put in irons. I am convinced this torture 
was inflicted in consequence of letters, as we this 
morning heard that the mandarins had heard from 
Amoy; that they were in a great fright, and that 
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they daily expected the ships which were there to 
come over here. If they do come it is said we shall 
be given up. I wish to God they would try it. 

September 9th. — Last night I got the soldiers who 
guard us to pull one of our hands out of irons. I 
have just written the above account of our late visit 
to Quan, I now go on. The weather has been 
mostly fine. We are truly on short allowance of 
every thing, having a basin of rice, and a fish about 
the size of a sprat, twice a day. The mandarin 
promised in ten days to let us out of irons again. 
To-day is the twelfth, but no signs of it. I believe 
the man to whom I am indebted not a little, keeps 
the money allowed us for food for himself. I have 
written to the lee lotier, but as usual he is out. We 
are badly off indeed. 

18th, — These few days past, fine weather. Several jt )p\ 
Chinamen have applied to me for advice and medi- 
cine j some of whom I have cured, others getting 
better, and thus we get a little cash which helps to 
improve our food. Yesterday an old man, weak 
and reduced from a Jong-continued abuse of opium, 
came. I told him I had no medicine that would do 
him any good, nor was there any in Ty-wan, but if 
he liked I would give him a chit which if takeut to 
Amoy, and given to some of the English ships there, 
they Would send me some medicine. This he readily 
promised, and explained to me that for fear of its 
being found out he would put it in a package. I 

M 
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wrote accordingly to Forbes or any one it might be 
given to, and this morning he sent for it, God send 
it safe across, and grant us a speedy answer! We 
are still the same, being heavily ironed about the 
legs, and allowance of food short; nor is there any 
chance of a change taking place in our way of 
living, that I can see. 

25th. — Continued fine weather. Nothing worth 
mentioning occurs except having my irons opened a 
little, in consequence of my feet and legs swelling; 
and this I was obliged to pay for; although the man 
was ordered to do it, he would not till paid for the 
job. He has robbed us, and continues to do so as 
much as possible. We employ ourselves drawing 
and painting, and occasionally I give advice and 
medicine; the fees for which assist our small allow- 
ance, and are very acceptable. Still no change nor 
any hint of one, neither have I heard from or of 
our fellow-shipmates. Legs and arms not yet well. 
I am told by several people that it was Quan's in- 
tention to break my arm, and that I am indebted to 
the lee lotier for his not doing so. This old "'gent* 
has more than once showed us a little kindness, 
which I trust I may one day be able to repay- 
as well as Quan. 

October 12th. — Continued fine weather. This 
morning the lee lotier came, bringing with him the 
carpenter and shroff, both clean shaved. He wanted 
to know the name of the English mandarin at Amoy. 
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I did not know. The carpenter persists in saying 
that the other three Chinese have been killed, and 
will not speak about the rest of our people. All I 
can get from him is that he will tell me all when we 
get to the ship. He is still in a great fright. They 
were taken away again directly. In the afternoon 
Heen, the one-eyed man, came and told us as much 
by signs as words, that out of both ships' companies 
Newman and ourselves were the only survivors. 
They were all taken out and beheaded about two 
or three days after our removal_to Jhe f^ n ^E£- 



This dreadful butchery has made us all most mi- 
serable. Poor Gully was the first who suffered. I 
believe a day before the rest. I cannot make out 
why Newman and we have been kept so long. 
Heen says that the mandarin did not kill us as we 
are the principal people belonging to the vessels, and 
that now peace has been proclaimed we shall be 
.sent away. To us as yet all is a mystery. I shall 
not consider our lives worth a straw till we are out 
of their hands. Should we ever live to get clear 
and tell our sad tale, surely the British government 
will take notice of such wholesale jmurders— XS& 
men were pu t to death jsl ons . .daff»- most u>£.thenL 
^tigh^subjects^and all serving ,. under our flag. 
To add to our present wretched state of mind, the 
ship sailed this afternoon without having, as we are 
told, delivered her despatches in consequence of the 
Tinty not going to have an audience with her cora- 
ls 
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mander. This evening, we have a jacket and pair 
of trousers given to each of us, the best we have 
had yet. We receive also two plates of sweetmeats 
from the mandarin, with a promise of more food. 

14th. — Fine weather. Day passed the same as 
yesterday. In the evening Mr. Roope, Partridge, 
and myself were taken out without being ironed to 
a gentleman on Quan's establishment, for the pur- 
pose of drawing. We saw the carpenter, shroff, 
and Newman, and heard that Heen's story was but 
too true, and Newman tells me the following account 
of it as all he knows: — Two or three days after we 
we re taken away from our old hovel at Quan's, 
some of the mandarins' clerks went to their prison 
just at daylight, and gave them cash. Newman 
suspected all was not right, in consequence of having 
heard the day before that poor Gully had been 
killed. He says, he got up and saw the yard full of 
chairs, on each of which was a ticket in front. 
He sent for a pot of samshu and drank it all him- 
self, telling his companions if they wanted any to 
buy it themselves, as he would give them none of 
his. After a short time they were put in irons, and 
each placed in a chair. He saw many soldiers with 
bloody clothes in their hands. These men went on 
ahead, and some others told him they were going 
to be beheaded. He was half-drunk from the grog 
he had taken, and on the way he broke off his hand 
and leg irons. At one place which they passed, the 
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head mandarin was seated on a chair, and on reach- 
ing that place, he saw theTopas and Cassaib, who had 
got their irons off, kicking up a row. They told 
him the people were taking them all to be killed, 
and they would not be ironed. Newman persuaded 
them to let their irons be put on quietly, as, if they 
did not, they would be tortured and afterwards cut 
in a thousand pieces. They were then ironed and 
taken away. Newman, however, would not be 
ironed, and showed fight to two mandarins; and on 
turning round, for the first time, saw the head man- 
darin seated on a chair. He immediately began 
chin-chinning him and cow-towing, singing out all the 
time " Tywanfoo, Tywanfoo." He then stood upon 
his head. When the mandarin saw this, he said he 
was a good man * and ordered him to be taken back. 
On the way back he broke the chair, and was 
taken into a house and heavily ironed, and then 
taken back to the prison. He thought we were all 
killed, and for four or five days did nothing but 
drink. He was alone at this time. When he heard 
that we were alive, he asked to come and live with 
us, but was refused. However, they sent him to a 
China prison, where he saw the carpenters, and with 
them he lived till now. He is now living at Chu 
Sam y ats's. The heads of our unfortunate fellow- 

* Knocking the head on the ground is the sign in China of 
submission to authority. The mandarin manifestly thought that 
standing on the head was carrying this deferential submission to 
the extreme* 
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captives, the carpenter tells me, are placed at equal 
^stances along the sea-shore on posts. 

16th. — -Taken up again to draw. In the after- 
noon each had a cap and pair of stockings given 
him. After which we went to the Bluebutton's to 
dinner. On arriving there we were taken to a 
small joss-house on his establishment. Shortly 
after he came. We all immediately cow-towed 
him. He told us that the late murders had been 
done by order of the emperor; that the mandarins 
here could not do so of their own accord; if they 
could they would not have kept them so long, but 
killed them directly. He said we were going to 
Amoy, and told us we must be quiet in the junk. 
He then asked me to draw him some pictures, 
which I promised. He said he would give me a 
kumshaw if I would make them handsome: he then 
went away; and we sat down to an excellent din- 
ner and abundance of wine. After dinner we 
drank the queen, the emperor, and Bluebutton's 
health, and went home. Chairs had been pro- 
vided for us. On going away we again chin- 
chinned the Bluebutton. 

20th. — A fine day. Employed as before by the 
gentleman at Quan's place. In the afternoon we 
are taken to the Toti-Tygin to chin-chin him* He 
told us the same yarn as the Bluebutton about our 
unfortunate companions. He says he is glad we 
are going away, and thinks it will be in four or five 
days; and he told me if I liked to write a letter to 
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the English ships at Amoy, he would send it for 
me, to tell them we are coming. This I promised 
'to do. He says I must tell them not to send any 
ships here. Tells us a long yarn about the care he 
as taken of us, and told Newman that Joss had a 
good heart for him, and had saved his head. He 
said all the things that had been got from the 
wreck had been sent to the emperor, and that now 
he had paid the English a great deal of money. 
He also said he would tell the Poon Hoo to -give us 
200 dollars to buy provisions with, to take on board 
the junk with us. I having heard that he was rup- 
tured, told him if I could get a truss at Amoy 1 
would send it to him. He is head civil mandarin 
on the island, and has behaved more ki ndly to us 



than any of the others. He seems to be much 



better liked than the rest. After all this we are 
sent to get our dinner, which we do, and return 
home. 

21st — Fine weather. I write the promised let* 
sr. Make it as short as possible, as I have no 
loubt it will be read before the English get it. 
. very careful what I say in it. I also write one 
rhich is to be sent to the emperor, thanking him 
3r the care he has taken of us, and for sending us 
laway, &c I am to say in it how well the To Ty had 
(behaved to us all: this is at their own request* To- 
day is a great day. Lots of chin-chinning going 
on; and in the afternoon a splendid procession well 
worth seeing. 
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25th, — Fine still, Mr. Roope and self drawing 
still. We receive two dollars each for two pic- 
tures, from Bluebutton. In the evening visit the 
China prison in which Newman and the carpenters 
were confined, where I ordered some baskets to be 
|made for me. While there, Heen (the one-eyed 
man), who is jailer here, gave Mr. Roope a small 
piece of paper, which, on examination, proved to 
be two lines of poor Gully's log; the last, I suppose, 
he had ever wri tten, being dated August 10th. He 
said he got it from one of the soldiers, who had 
either stolen it from him after death, or had it 
given to him. He also had an old shirt. I told 
Heen I would give him 100 dollars if he could 
find me any more such papers. He promised to 
make inquiry. 

. 28th. — Ongoingto Chu Sam y ats's, we aretold we 
cannot go till to-morrow, as there is no place for us 
to sleep at Ampion; but that we are to be up early 
to-morrow, that we may go direct to the junk — 
delays are dangerous. No drawing to-day — per- 
formance still going on. Am told it will be very 
grand to-night. Some great chin-chin day with 
them. Quan has to-day a very large party — I 
counted twenty-six at dinner, which is laid in an 
exposed place, opposite the stage where they had 
performances. Chu Sam y ats tells us to stop till it 
is all over, that we may chin-chin Quan for the last 
time. Do so accordingly. The performance of to-day 
was, I think, entirely of a religious nature. At first, 
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from not understanding it, thought it dull. The after- 
piece, if I may so call it, was a representation of 
the different ways of torturing and death which the 
Celestials practise* At about 2 a. m., all having 
gone, we chin-chin Quan for the last time. He tells 
us this is a bad place for ships to come to, &c. 

29th . — About 5 a.m. are called to go to Chu 
Samy ats's, from whose house we start. Go out at 
the nearest gate, and on coming to the beach, em* 
bark. Chin-chin old Chu Sam y ats, and start for 
the junk. The island of Ampion is about two miles 
from where we embarked. The place is very shal- 
low, as we had in many places to get out and force 
the boat over the mud, the water not being more 
than one foot deep. About 10 a. m . get on board 

November 3d. — Fine weather: wind more to the 
north-eastward. While weighing about 4 a. m. were 
roused out by the report of a gingal and an alarm of 
pirates, three of which had, I am told, been hover- 
ing about us, and would give no answer when 
hailed. However, we saw no onore of them. At 9 
saw the Pescadores, and about noon have them east 
by north. A fine moderate breeze. 

The coast of Formosa from Tywanfoo up to 
abreast the Pescadores is very low, and there are 
many shoals off it. We were often in six feet water 
when the shore was not in sight, and work up by 
the lead, tacking by the sounding. Breakers were to 
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be seen in several places, a long way off shore; at " 
sunset came to, and in the evening, when the tide 
served, weighed and went round the next point of 
land to join our consort, who outsails us. About 9 
came to again dose to her. In the afternoon great 
preparations made for resisting piratical attacks; (we 
are told these islands are nests of piratical thieves;) 
firing guns occasionally to let the natives know we 
had arrived. The mandarins in a bit of a fright. 

5th. — The tides among these islands, I should 
say, very irregular, and very strong at the springs. 
There are many good anchorages among the islands; 
as far as I can Bee and judge, all the people are very 
poor. 

10th, — About this time two small war-junks came 
here from the mainland of China, bringing with 
them a report that four large English ships had left 
Amoy full of troops, and were going to Tywanfoo to 
attack the place. Our mandarins on hearing this 
were very anxious for the junk to go back, but this 
I would on no account consent to; I tried all means 
in my power to make the captain of the junk start 
off for Amoy; entreaty and threat were alike of no 
avail. We now began to be seriously alarmed and 
kept our eyes about us for any thing near in the 
shape of a boat to make our escape in. I am sure 
we should all have trusted our lives to any, even the 
smallest boat, rather than have hazarded a return to 
our late horrid place of imprisonment; and I de- 
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dared to the mandarins, that if the junk attempted 
to go back I would stay on these islands, as would 
the rest of my feUow-prisoners. 
. At last, on the 24th of November, we got the 
captain of the junk to make a start. I firmly be- 
lieve it was in consequence of our constantly ridi- 
culing the qualities of his vessel that he then put to 
sea, and I have no doubt in my own mind that he 
would have put back had it not been for our laugh- 
ing at him and his junk, and telling him what an 
English ship would do. The next morning, about 
seven or eight o'clock, we saw Chapel Island, near 
the port of Amoy* We fetched to leeward of the 
island and commenced working up to windward, or 
rather trying to do so, for we scarcely gained a bit 
of ground; at last he came to with an old broken 
anchor. This I told him at first would not hold the 
vessel, but he persisted in dropping it; the conse- 
quence was, that away we drove to leeward, had to 
weigh it again and drop another. We how learnt 
for the first time, that the mandarins did not intend 
to take us to Amoy, but wanted to land us either at 
Quemoy, to the northward of Amoy, or at a small 
town to leeward. Our informant was one of the 
junkmen; he told us that if the captain took the 
junk to either of these places, not to leave her or go 
\on shore with the mandarins on any account, as 
they wished to pass us to the northward, and if they 
managed to do this, we should be all murdered at 
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Foo Chow Foo. This information, coupled with the 
little I could understand of the constant talking be- 
tween the captain and mandarins, and the looks of 
the junkmen, caused us the most painful anxiety. 
We agreed to watch for any vessel during the night, 
and I wrote a small note which our friend the junk- 
man was, if possible, to put into a fishing-boat during 
the night should one come near, which was a very 
likely thing to occur, the coast about there, and in- 
deed all parts of it, swarming with fishing-boats of all 
sizes. I promised him fifty dollars on its delivery 
on board any British vessel in Amoy. I then got 
among the crew, and told them to insist on going to 
no other port, and that if it came to the worst they 
would stand by us; for this they were to receive 
among them a hundred dollars. It was my full in- 
tention, had the junk been put before the wind for 
the port under her lee, to have made a sudden at- 
tack on the mandarins and troops, and either killed 
or pitched them overboard; in this the seamen 
would have, I know, assisted us, as they detest and 
despise the mandarins and soldiers; they gave us 
some billets of wood for arms, these with men in our 
situation were not weapons to be despised; another 
thing in our favour was that most of the troops were 
sea sick, and might easily have here disposed of. 
I then went to the captain of the junk, and asked 
him whether he was going to Amoy. He said the 
mandarins had ordered him to go to another port, 
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and he must do as they told him, or he should be 
squeezed (that is, have to pay a heavy fine). I 
assured him that if he went to any other harbour 
than Amoy, none of us would leave the junk, unless 
by force, and that I would cut her cable and let 
her drive on shore, when I could get a fishing-boat 
and sail to Amoy, After a little time all the crew 
came aft, and refused in a body to weigh the anchor 
if the junk was not to go to Amoy; that their 
agreement was for that port, and they would go to 
no other. The mandarins told them they only 
wanted to go a little way and land us, when the 
vessel would immediately proceed to her destined 
port. It was now my turn to speak, and I assured 
them, as I had the captain, that nothing but force 
should make us leave the junk in any other place 
than Amoy ; that the mandarins on Formosa told 
us we were to go there, and there I insisted on 
being landed. After the noise occasioned by all 
speaking at once, a very common practice among 
the lower orders of Chinese, I went into the captain's 
little cabin, and promised him, if he took us straight 
to Amoy in the morning, I would give him 100 
dollars, a dollar being the nearest road to a China- 
man's heart. He at last promised, on condition that 
I would make it appear to the mandarins that it 
was on account of the crew, and at the same time 
say nothing about the money, telling me that if they 
knew it they would take all from him, this of course 
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I readily promised, and left him, keeping as anxious 
a watch during the night that the junk did not drive 
to leeward as ever I did in my life. Morning at 
last dawned, when we saw a ship and a schooner 
running out of Amoy Harbour, and steering for 
Macao, the tide at length turned, and up came our 
anchor. Sail was made, and we worked to wind- 
ward towards our long-looked for port of liberation, 
and at about 7 p.m., we passed some shipping 
at anchor, but too far off for us to make them hear, 
which we had resolved to do had they been 
any thing like within hail. It was quite dark, 
so there was no chance of our being seen. On 
getting further up the harbour a China boat came 
alongside, into which Mr. Roope, the gunner, and 
others jumped, the soldiers trying to stop them. I 
stood by the rope, and when they were in let go, 
telling them to make for the nearest ship, which they 
did. I was now satisfied in my own mind that we 
should soon have boats for the rest of us, the junk 
anchored about eight, when I told the mandarins I 
wanted to go on board one of the ships, this they 
refused, telling me I must go on Bhore with them in 
the morning. I said I would not remain, but gave 
them my word that I would return the next morn- 
ing. Finding they could not keep me, for I told 
them I would jump overboard, they allowed me to 
go. I soon got on board an English vessel, and 
found out where some of my friends.were; to their 
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ships I immediately went, and was most kindly 
welcomed by my friends and countrymen, who had 
given up all hopes of ever seeing us again. 

The same evening I saw Sir H. Pottinger, and 
gave him an account of what had occurred, as well 
as my notes taken while in prison, a verbatim 
copy of which he has since had. He received us 
very kindly, and offered us some clothing, which 
thanks to my personal friends I had no need of. 
The ward-room officers of H. M. Brig u Pelican" 
generously sent some clothes for all of us, with a 
kind note, begging our acceptance of them. The pre- 
sent itself was exceedingly acceptable, but it was 
rendered doubly so by the very handsome manner 
in which the offer of it was conveyed. I felt this 
kind behaviour most deeply at the time, and not the 
less so because of the striking contrast it offered to the 
treatment of which I had for so many months been 
a victim. I cannot refer to the circumstance without 
taking advantage of the opportunity thus afforded 
me publicly to express my sincere obligations to 
those who at that moment so cordially manifested 
their sympathy for us. 

Sir H. Pottinger offered us a passage down 
in the steamer " Pluto," the captain and officers of 
which vessel vied with each other in acts of kind- 
ness never to be forgotten by me. 

Thus were we liberated on the 26 th of Noy.ent_ 
ber, having been prisoners since t he 10th of March, 
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and had the war not have ended as it did, our heads 
were destined to ornament the walls or gates of the 
imperial city of Pekin. 

I kept my word with the mandarin, and went on 
board.in the morning, but found that they and all the 
soldiers had fled during the night, for fear of being 
killed by the English ; so the junkmen told us, I paid 
the money to all as I had promised; 50 dollars to 
the man with the letter; 100 dollars to the crew; 
and 100 dollars to the captain. 



LETTERS 

WBITTEN BY 

MR. GULLY TO CAPTAIN DENHAM. 
I. 

June 12, 1842. 
My deab Denham, 

I wrote you yesterday by Heen, the one-eyed 

man, telling you of my having written to the lotier 

on the 10th, " and of our having 46 cash served 

out to each yesterday." After he left, the lotier's head 

man came and turned two executioners out of the 

room opposite to our old place, and gave them to 

Mr. Partridge, the gunner, and myself; and now I 

think we are as well off as yourself, but I would of 

course sooner be with you. I think you would like 

this place better than your own. The lotier sent us 

an extra quantity last night of roast pork, same as 

before, and in the morning one mace was served out 

to each man. This looks well, if it lasts; of course 

I lay it all to my letter to the lotier, but I can't make 
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out how he read it unless you stood interpreter. 
Remember me to Roope and all your fellow- 
prisoners, and tell Zu Quang Leon to come and see 
us soon. My finger still bad. I sent your hand- 
kerchief by Heen. Why did you not write by him? 
He had an excellent opportunity of delivering my 
letter, and can do so now without risk. All well, 
and the samshu has cured the piles. Our folks 
have not exceeded yet. If you want an excuse for 
sending, send my steamer, if Roope will let it come, 
God bless you, and hurrah ! for a speedy deliverance. 
If you were here, or I with you, I'd keep your spirits 
up. Any news of the railway and the waterfall? 
We hear you are allowed one mace a day each, Mr. 
Partridge and the gunner desire their good wishes 
to be conveyed, and believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 
ROB. GULLY. 

We hear that John Williams is dead. I open 
this again because I have not, I think, expressed my 
wish to be with you in sufficiently strong terms. 
Do your best, I can do little at present, as they have 
granted all I have asked, but I may have an op- 
portunity soon. 

To Captain Denham. 

II. 

June 19, 1842. 
Dear Denham, 

I got your letter of the 11th only yesterday. 
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I was getting anxious from not hearing from you, 
Heen promises to be here to-morrow for this chit. 
If you think there is any risk on your side in send- 
ing and receiving these chits, drop it at once until 
you receive a letter from the other side of the 
water. The, yarn about our living together is all 
nonsense, depend upon it. The musquito curtains 
are rather too much. In the letter I sent you yes- 
terday I told you about our new habitation. We 
are all right, and all but clear of lice. Two or 
three more days will do it. I am happy to say the 
people have been behaving better since we were se- 
parated. Jos6 Dias has been very sick for the last 
three days. I am amusing myself painting sea 
views, &c. I have begun the taking of Chusan, 
and nearly finished a tiger hunt. I have got an 
awful sheet of paper to commence Chin Hae upon. 
All this passes away the time. The tiger hunt I 
have promised to Heen, so you will most likely see 
it. Do try your best to get me with you, for I am 
heartily tired of Mr. Partridge, he is a perfect 
nuisance ; besides, I flatter myself that you are in 
better spirits when I am with you. I had a horrid 
attack of piles yesterday, and the gunner has been 
laid up for two or three days in the same way. 
However, we are comparatively comfortable. Why 
does not Zu QuangLeon come to see me in my new 
abode. Our old jailer has turned quite civil. You 
may imagine that I have very little to write about, 

n2 
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We drank the Duke of Wellington's health last 
night, it being the anniversary of the battle of 
Waterloo. Remember me kindly to Roope, and 
all in your hole, and tell the former not to tear his 
shirt. Send me a small piece of gamboge to show 
our boy what yellow paint is. We have no cash 
left to buy'samshu, so I am expecting a precious 
attack of piles. God bless you. If any thing oc- 
curs before Heen comes I will add to this. 

Yours sincerely, 

R. GULLY. 



To Captain Denham. 



ni. 

June 21, 1842. 



Dear Denham, 
Your letter of the 18th arrived all safe yester- 
day, and I sent you another in return; but you must 
understand I can't answer your letters the day I 
receive them, or I should probably be dis- 
covered. I am sorry the departure of the junk- 
man was delayed, for I doubt very much whether 
he would trust another with the letter. If an 
opportunity occurs of course I shall write across, 
but I have no hopes of any thing of the sort. 
We hardly ever see a soul except the people of 
the establishment. I don't believe a word of the 
report about taking us away from the town, 
but should they try it I will refuse to go until I see 
you. I think we could make a fight of it here, and 
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perhaps get the assistance of the Bengalese. Can't 
you get the shroff a licking the next time you are up ; 
don't spare him. I wish I could get to live with 
you.' I have been sick for three days. Mr. 
Partridge is such a cursed fidget, and annoys me 
by skylarking with every Chinese blackguard he 
can get hold of. Our fellow-prisoners, the sea- 
cunnies, had a row with the jailer last night after 
we were locked up, but I don't know the cause. 
The row brought down the mandarin's head man 
and others. By the by, Ayum talked nonsense about 
our mandarin being greater than yours. Your 
fellow's the Quan Chow foo, or mayor of the city, 
and on grand occasions wears a white button. If 
we do get to live together, I don't think we shall 
have any trouble in getting the letters from Amoy 
when they come. It is just daylight, and I am 
writing to be ready for Heen, who promises to be 
here to-day with some gamboge. He has got his 
tiger hunt, which I hope Mr. Roope will say is a 
very spirited production. If he does not, tell him 
he's no judge. I agree with you about hearing some 
good this month, for I don't see any thing to pre- 
vent the Macao people from sending our traps, beer, 
and other necessaries. I heard a shotted gun fired 
the other night; I suppose the fellows are practising. 
I have nothing more to say except to beg you to 
continue your exertions to get me with you as soon 
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as possible, and I trust you will be successful. It 
all rests with your mandarin. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. GULLY. 
I forgot to say we have not heard the report 
about leaving this town, except from you. It is all 
nonsense, they would be too happy to get rid of us, 
unless the parties demanding us also demand the 
dollars, &c, which were in the "Ann." Fine 
breeze this for the ships coming up. We must 
hear something soon. God preserve you all. 

To Captain Denham. 

TV. 

June 27, 1842. 
My Dear Denham, 

I received yours of the 22d only yesterday 

evening, by Heen, and was very sorry to learn from 

him that you are very sick; from what I can make 

out from him you have a kind of bloody flux. It is 

a disease very common over India, where the water 

is bad. If you have it, you must insist Upon having 

good water, or you will never get rid of it. It is 

common in all the Dutch settlements. I hope you 

are, however, better by this time. It might be a 

good opportunity to get me with you, if you were 

to say that I understood a little doctor's pigeon. 

They would, perhaps, believe it, for I don't stand 

doctors here. I trust your illness will not put your 
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visit off for any length of time. I can't get to see 
pur lotier at any price. The scoundrel is actually 
starving us; and his attendants say, that your fellow 
is a fool for treating you so well. I have had con* 
turned rows for the last ten days, but of no use. I 
believe he is bent upon flogging me. If you hear 
any thing of the sort, you must kick up a row, on my 
account; for you may depend upon it, if they suc- 
ceed (which I doubt), I shall not be the last one. 
I had a row with the old jailer yesterday, for using 
dirty language while drunk with opium. Your de- 
scription of the securities of your place of abode is 
highly amusing. What are the Macao people about ? 
I did expect to hear from them before this. Tour 
plan about the letters is good; but I doubt if they 
will be able to read mine. I am very glad Quat is 
with you. Heen seems to be trustworthy, but he 
did not bring the gamboge. Glad you like the tiger 
hunt. The action of the purple horse was inimi- 
table. I trust your new place of abode is orna* 
mented with the Beelzebub steam-frigate. I finished 
Chusan (the taking of it), and my necessities com- 
pelled me to part with it. I kept it for Zu Quang 
Leon for the space of a week. It was really like the 
place, and the fellows running away quite natural* 
I should have liked him to have it, only he does not 
seem inclined to come near us. I have nearly finished 
Chin Hae, and intend to begin Amoy and the 
Bogue, when I have finished a large picture of ele-> 
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phants, &c., that is ordered. It is nearly done. Re- 
member me to Roope and all your fellow-prisoners. 
I can't believe the- 10th of next month will pass 
without hearing from Amoy; if it does I shall go 
mad. I am getting as thin as a lath, really from 
having nothing to put into my mouth. I trust I 
may some day or other have a chance of paying this 
villain off. We are entirely clear of small vermin, 
and have been so for a week. This is indeed a 
blessing. I shall most likely add to this before I 
send it. Hoping it will find you quite recovered, 
Believe me, yours sincerely, 

R. GULLY. 

29th. — My spirits have been raised only to be 
depressed again. Tour lotier paid ours a late visit on 
Monday evening, and all his attendants told me, with- 
out being asked, that I was going in the morning to 
see you. It was false, our rascal gets worse and 
worse. Nothing but rows, bad living, treatment, 
and every thing else. Some ship ought to be here. 
This is beautiful weather for them. I am improving 
fast in drawing, and have just finished a face which 
would astonish you as much as it has me. I think I 
should, on getting clear of this, set up artist at Macao ; 
but Chinnery is an old man, and I don't wish to take 
the bread out of his mouth. Chin chin to Roope. 

2d July. — Nothing new, getting very anxious to 
hear concerning your health. The Chinese have 
only just found out that I am an artist. Lots of 
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orders, consequently lots of small coin. The gunner 
considers it beneath a native of the first " Nation in 
the World' 1 to work for necessaries. 

V. 

July 4, 1842. 
Dear Denham, 

I am sorry to have to inform you that Jos6 
Maria, in one of his cowardly fits of passion, struck 
a poor boy in the side, who used to run errands for 
us. This was on the 2d instant. He spit blood at 
the time, and we have been told that he died during 
the night. For God's sake write and tell me how 
to act. The mandarins have done nothing as yet. 
The boy had been complaining of a pain in his side 
for some time before. I have no doubt he would not 
have lived very long, but of course the blow accele- 
rated his death. It was a cruel and cowardly action, 
and the worst thing that could have happened. If 
they only take one head for it, I shall consider my- 
self lucky. 

R. GULLY. 

VI. 

July 6, 1842. 

Dear Denham, 

Heen brought the letter begun by Mr. Roope 
and finished by yourself, on the 4th instant, after you 
had been to the lotier's (Bluebutton's). I sent a 
few words in return, to say that I had sent you a set 
of chessmen cut out by Phillipe. I was very glad 
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to hear of your recovery ; you must take care of 
yourself for it is a very dangerous disease; and 
mark my word, if you touch that bad water you will 
get it again. I was very sorry to hear of the con- 
duct of the sea-cunnies. It would be bad enough 
anywhere, here it is worse; but not so bad as the 
conduct of that wretch Jose Maria. The poor boy 
came back yesterday, looking very ill, and what do 
you think? the brute not only did not show any 
signs of sorrow, but did not even ask how he was; 
on the contrary, tried to drive him away with all 
sorts of abuse; he and his friends. This put me out, 
and I flared up in glorious style. If you had only 
heard the Spanish, Portuguese, and Chinese, I rapped 
out, it would rather have astonished you. However 
I could not shame the villains. It ended in the boy 
coming in, but they had better not let me see them 
ill-treat him. After the row, the boy showed more 
good feeling than I had expected to see in a China- 
man. By the by, his object in coming, was to make 
friends with the whole of them; and he brought 
some mangoes to give them, which makes their con- 
duct ten times worse : but they are a bad set except 
Jos6 Dias. I must tell you all my trouble. You 
know that our lotier promised Mr. Koope and the 
gunner, that we should have better food. Well, 
yesterday morning they brought us the same as 
usual, and I thought it a good plan to stick out until 
they gave us better as promised. All agreed, and 
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we refused to eat any thing for Jive minutes, when 
the Yankee's stomach could stand it jio longer, and 
he. commenced operations. I had it all served out 
then, and told each man to act for himself. I threw 
mine out into the yard, and am going to write to 
the lotier this day, requesting either more food or a 
mace a day. I would rather have the former, for there 
are only two of us that would take the latter (Mr. 
Partridge and I), and a precious cook Mr. Partridge 
would make. I am doing pretty well in the artist 
line, and improving fast. All the yarn about Jam 
Sin must be nonsense. Don't tell Roope, but in his 
letter he says that Domingo has had no " piece" since 
you left. Remember me kindly to Roope. What are 
the Macao people about? Ihavefeltbetterandstronger 
since the mangoes came in, than I have during the 
whole imprisonment. If I understand you right, 
you are in the house we were smoking at one day, 
not in the bamboo house. I have done my best to 
get to you, but I really believe that the fools think me 
some great personage, and shirk me accordingly, 
because they are afraid of finding it out* The 
shroff, perhaps, has told them some wonderful yarn. 
However, I shall not give it up, but mention it in 
my letter to the lotier. God bless you, and tell 

* It would seem from his being murdered with the common 
sailors, and from the fact of every one called an officer, even the 
gunner, being spared, that the reverse was the case. He held no 
office— so the Chinese thought nothing of him. 
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Roope to write as well as yourself. I shall add to 
this if any thing takes place. Yours, 



VIL 



R. GULLY. 



July 8, 1842. 



Dear Denham, 
I add this small postscript to tell you that we 
have just heard that another vessel has been wrecked. 
We heard it from tolerable Chinese authority; but 
the party could give us no particulars, except that 
it happened three days ago. We have had a conti- 
nuation of flares up since you were at the BJuebut- 
ton's, because the lotier would not perform his pro- 
mise about giving more food. Four basins, one tub, 
and a plate. Last night, Mr. Partridge slipped out 
unknown to me, and went up to where the lotier was 
lounging in his chair, (much to his astonishment,) 
told him of his promise, requested that he would 
perform it, or send us to live with you. He pro- 
mised when the rain is over to give us better. He 
was in a good humour, and I really think the fellow 
is very poor. I prevented Mr. Partridge from going 
in the morning, and had I known of his intention in 
the evening, of course, I should have either accom- 
panied him or stopped him. 

Since writing the above, I have heard the story 
of the shipwreck from several quarters, and I place 
so much credit in it, that I think you had better 
mention it in your next letter across the water. 
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They say that all hands are drowned, and that it 
was at Tamsing or Khelan. I can't make out where, 
but if there is such a place as Tamsin Khelan, it is 
there. Perhaps you will be able to find out. The 
big guns commenced a new system of feeding last 
night, and at last we have more than enough to eat, 
very good. I am afraid the mangoes have done me 
no good. Did you see the eclipse last night. No 
strangers allowed to see us. Yours, 

R. GULLY. 

VUL 

July 11, 1842. 

Dear Denham, 

I sent you a letter, yesterday evening, by Heen, 
who came here bringing two letters from the sea- 
cunnies, and none from you, which was pleasant. 
He said you told him you were coming to see me 
to-day. I hope it is true, but don't believe it. Here 
have I been doing all sorts of things to induce my 
lotier to send me to you, and at last have got him to 
promise to ask Quan (your fellow) who being the 
higher mandarin of the two, must be consulted. The 
sea-cunnies, at your place, have heard some absurd 
story about five Tamsin being licked until they de- 
clared that they took us by fighting; they need not 
do that. They have only to say that we were 
taken by fighting to satisfy the authorities on the 
main. I expect it to be another yarn of that vil- 
lain of a shroff, who, I trust, will lose his head yet. 
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Here is the 10th of July over, and no news from 
Macao. Yours, 

R. GULLY. 

IX. 

July 12, 1842. 
My Dear Denham, 

Yours of the 10th I received yesterday, by Mr. 
Partridge. " It is a long lane that has no turning; 
when things are at the worst they mend." I think 
we have proved those two proverbs to be true. 
From the account I get from Mr. Partridge and the 
gunner, the Eedbutton must be a trump, or else he 
must have received a hint from Amoy. The letter 
tallies with the story I mentioned in my last, of a 
ship having been here and gone again. Quan's love 
for the English in general, and you in particular, 
also looks like it, as well as the seizure of the papers; 
and the question asked you by the Eedbutton yes- 
terday. I was to have had a sight of hi»* to-day, 
but the rain is a stopper. Our mandarin has been 
to chin chin him this morning, and we are to go to- 
morrow. We must do our best to persuade him to 
make us members of his establishment with a liberal 
salary. This is not what I want to write about 
though, in case Heen comes before we meet. I wish 
you seriously to turn it over in your mind, whether 
it will not be better, if he asks me if I have written 
to Amoy, to say yes, that I wrote from the town 
halfway between this and Tamsin, and that I have 
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received no answer, because I told them not to write 
to me, but to write to the mandarin. This will put 
them on a wrong scent, and perhaps get our friend 
the Brassbutton into a row. Think of it; our junk 
friend, when he brings the answer, must take care 
what he is about, for they will be on the look out 
unless put on another scent. I have heard no parti- 
culars about the shipwreck, but the man who told 
us of it, says he thinks it to be true; he is the best 
man I have seen about here; quite a Zu Quang Leon 
in a little way. I am sorry to hear of your health, 
and that of Koope being bad. I tell you it is the 
water, but you won't believe me. If you don't 
drink it you cook with it. I think it not improbable, 
if they intend looking after us, that they have de- 
tained the junk-man to act as pilot; which will 
account for your not receiving my answer from 
Captain Forbes. Tell the carpenter to tell the yarn 
about ncterasoming us to the marines. The man- 
darins ougiit to be exceedingly obliged to us for 
promoting them. Yours, 

R. GULLY. 

X. 

July 14, 1842. 

Dear Denham, 

I finished my picture of the capture of Amoy 
yesterday, the whole army was drowned this morn- 
ing by an inundation. The rain not only comes 
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through the roof, but we have numerous miniature 
waterfalls through the walls. We have got some 
paper for Koope, and tell him to bring some cash 
with him to pay for it, when he is taken up before 
the mandarins again. There that will do for the 
present. Yours sincerely, 

R. GULLY. 
16th. — Aticoa, our Chinese friend, still persists in 
his yarn about the shipwreck; he says, that no men 
have been brought here yet, but that we shall 
know more about it by and by. What a heavenly 
day yesterday was. Nothing new. Since writing 
the above, I have been told by two Chinamen that 
there is a foreign ship here. Neither of the parties, 
however, in my opinion is such good authority as 
Aticoa, who says he knows nothing about it You 
must endeavour to find out if it is true or not. I 
have little doubt of the shipwreck, and from the 
delay in bringing the crew here, or corrert informa- 
tion, I am in hopes it is a man-of-war, and that the 
crew have landed with their arms and munitions of 
war, and are showing the valiant Tywan troops 
some pretty sport. I am better on the whole. All 
hands are allowed to cut their whiskers and beards to 
their liking. I think I shall [never] get better as long 
as I am here. I have been on my back all day. This 
is some great day among the mandarins; our fellows 
have had a feast of stewed beef, cakes, and tobacco. 
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We hear we are to get our new clothes to-morrow. 
I will send a paper of tobacco for Mr. Roope before 
breakfast. Yours sincerely, 

R. GULLY. 
XL 

July 24, 1842. 
Dear Denharn, 
This morning your mandarin and another paid 
us a visit, and the shroff and mestry came with 
them. They had all the Nerbudda's people up, and 
asked them their ages, &c, and then Mr. Partridge 
was sent for, who said we were all getting sick for 
want of proper exercise. That we had not received 
the clothes promised, and that we wanted to be 
allowed to walk about the yard, or we should some 
of us die ; to which they answered, they had received 
an order for three of us to go and live with Red- 
button, and that we were going in five or six days; 
that our clothes were not yet finished, but that we 
should have them when we went to Redbutton's. I 
was sorry to hear from the mestry of the death of 
two of the crew, but it is a good sign their having 
permitted the remainder of the crew their liberty, 
and looks as if the deaths had put them in a fright 
I trust we shall be able to retaliate some day or 
other. I asked the mestry what the shroff had beeii 
telling the mandarins. He said he could not tell me 
then, but would if we ever got free, I have been in 

o 
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a very desponding state for the last two or three 
days; sick and disappointed at our not going to 
Redbutton's to live together. It is an odd idea that 
these people should now think of asking the ages 
names, &c. of the Nerbudda's people, after having 
had them on the island nine or ten months. Never 
mind, old fellow, our troops are in Pekin now, or 
else a proper treaty is in course of signature; I hope 
the former. Remember me to Roope. Nothing of 
Heen. I don't place much confidence in going to 
Redbutton's, because the clerks here say, we are to 
have the clothes when the cold comes. 

XII. 

July 27th, 1842. 

Dear Denham, 

I received yours of yesterday's date by the 
pipe-bearer, and just had time to give hup one of 
rather an old date in return. Now begin another 
in oaae Heen should come with either of your for- 
mer letters. The pipe-bearer seems a decent fellow. 
I have promised him a picture if he takes my letter 
to you; if he takes my letter to you pray do him 
one of some sort; I will if I can — but I have go 
much difficulty in getting paints and decent paper. 
Roope will help you if not too unwell, or his 
appetite should not fail him. I am sorry to 
hear that you are bad again, but I hope it is not so 
serious as the last. Believe me, I cannot express 
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in language my desire to be with > you at Red- 
button's. Hope deferred, maketh the heart sick in- 
deed. We have been told the same yarn as your* 
self about furnishing the house. If I think it true, 
I doubt if " the wish is not father to the thought." 
They do tell such lies. If any ships are coming 
here this weather ought to tempt them, I suffer at 
night from nightmare more than I ever suffered 
awake. I don't think we shall be called up to 
translate your official letter, but if we are, depend 
upon our using all sorts of strong language to get 
to the furnished abode. Remember me to Roope, 
and say I have finished with his log, and am anxious 
to return it in case of accident. Shall I trust it 
with Heen or the other man? I shall not write 
again by the latter until I know that he has de* 
livered the last safe. Where can Quan be gone to? 
I am happy to say that our opposite neighbours 
have been behaving very well lately, and now 
amuse themselves in the daytime very laudably 
by learning writing and arithmetic, it which I give 
them all the assistance I can. The people about 
here are civil, and the cook generally comes to 
know what we will have for dinner. All this is 
an improvement; but I want somebody to talk to. 
From disgust and want of paints and paper, I have 
not drawn any thing for a fortnight. The gunner 
is as well as usual, eats well, drinks well water, sleeps 
well, and smokes like a chimney. Mr. Partridge i$ 



196 LETTEBS FROM 

like a young crow, but I am afraid he would not 
nake so good a pie. No signs of the junkman. 
I am afraid the last chit did not go. God send 
that we may soon meet. 

Believe me, yours, &c. 

R. GULLY. 

Won't I pay our jailers out. I am devising all 
sorts of places to save the log-books. I think the 
best way would be to say they were English joss 
pigeons. 

28th. — After I had written the above, Heen came, 
and they let him in, but I immediately saw that he 
was suspected and watched, and acted accordingly 
by keeping aloof, unluckily he did not observe it. 
He was so narrowly watched by all three jailers 
that I could not give him a hint. In an attempt 
to give the letters to Isidore, he failed, and the let- 
ters were seen by two of the jailers, but they said 
nothing. The boy had been sent to the head jailer 
on Heen's first arrival. This fellow soon came and 
sat down opposite Heen, and there remained until 
he went away. When the head jailer came, Heen 
saw that he was watched, and acted very well. 
We kept the head jailer in talk until Heen went 
away, and glad I was to see him outside the gates, 
for I expected every minute to see him seized and 
searched. They have had a hint from somebody, 
and as Heen has not been here since you went to 
Redbutton's, I can't help coupling it with the 
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question asked you. They, I have no doubt, think 
Heenisthe channel through which we hear from 
Amoy. When he had gone, both the jailers swore 
they saw the letter, and told every body, I am 
afraid Heen is not yet safe, so give him a hint if 
you can j and if you send another letter, stuff it in 
a cake which the man can give Mr. Partridge with- 
out any chance of suspicion. 

XIII. 

July 29th, 1842. 
Dear Denham, 

The enclosed was prepared all ready for the 
pipe-bearer, but he was obliged to be so quiet in 
his movements that I could not give it him. Yours, 
of date 27th, came all safe. You have the same 
attack that I had. Try my cure, a mango, rind and 
all; it cured me, but the piles still vex me at times. 
From the distinctness with which we have heard 
the surf for the last thirty-six hours, I am sure that 
we are nearer the sea than we suspect, or that the 
surf is nearly as bad as at Madras. If you had told 
me who your informant was, I should be better able 
to judge concerning the truth of what you were told 
about our release. Go it, old fellow, and get us 
together, and then we will have a good growl. I 
am as peevish and fidgetty as yourself. It was 
Roope's log that made me of opinion that your last 
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chit did not go, coupled with your getting no an- 
swer. Kind regards to Roope, and say I will not 
mention him in my next letter at alL I. can't 
say I am sorry for what I said before, because he 
deserved it. 

Yours, very sincerely, 

ROBERT GULLY. 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED IN THE DIARIES. 



Cash— 1200th part of a dollar. 

Chin chew — Right. 

Chow chow — Food. 

Chunam — lime. 

Cunjee — Water that rice is boiled in. 

Dungree — Very coarse cotton cloth. 

Holau — Good man. 

" How how."—" Good good." 

Joss — Idol. 

Joss Pigeon — Religious rites. 

Joss houss — Church or temple. 

Kentledge — Iron ballast. 

Lotier — ^Mandarin. 

Mace— 100 cash. 

Mestry — Good man. 

Monghoon — A pungent kind of herb rolled up in paper, and 

burnt to drive mosquitoes away. 
Norie — Norie's Epitome of Navigation. 
Pelang — Beetle nut and leaf. 
Pilau — Bad man. 

Pown Hoo— One of the blue-button mandarin's titles. 
Samshu — A kind of sour wine or spirit. 
Sea-cunnies — European sailors. 
Shroff — A money dealer — agent. 

Sticks — A phrase used as if in counting, thus " about four sticks." 
Tindal — Boatswain's mate. 
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